Parliamentary Assembly — Communication Unit

Press Release 6
ANS 2 v

Ref: 497a09

Tel. +33 (0)3 88 41 31 93
Fax +33 (0)3 90 21 41 34

R

2009 COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Internet: http://assembly.coe.int
e-mail: pace.com@coe.int

47 member States

Albania
Andorra
Armenia

Austria
Azerbaijan
Belgium

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia

Cyprus

Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia

Finland

France

Georgia
Germany

Greece
Hungary

Iceland

Ireland

Italy

Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Moldova
Monaco
Montenegro
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia

San Marino
Serbia
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
“The former Yugoslav
Republic of
Macedonia”
Turkey
Ukraine
United Kingdom

e e

Parliamentary Elections in Bulgaria (5 July 2009): Assembly
Bureau concerned over Sofia’s lack of cooperation

Strasbourg, 22.06.2009 - The Bureau of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe (PACE), meeting in Strasbourg today, expressed its
disappointment that the competent authorities of Bulgaria had until now failed to
issue an invitation for PACE to observe the forthcoming parliamentary elections
of 5 July 2009 and considered this to be a clear case of lack of cooperation with
PACE.

The Bureau recalls that Bulgaria is subject to a post-monitoring dialogue and
that, in accordance with the existing rules, the Bureau decided, on 27 April 2009,
to observe the 5 July elections and set up a twenty member ad hoc committee
for that purpose, a decision on which the Bulgarian side was fully aware. The
Bureau considers that the non-issuance of a timely invitation is indicative of
Bulgaria’s unwillingness to subject the functioning of its democracy to
international scrutiny at such an important juncture.

The Bureau recalled that, under the existing rules, observation of elections and
referenda on a national level is an inalienable right of the Assembly. A State’s
lack of cooperation or its refusal to accept a PACE election observation mission
should give rise to a debate at the part-session or the Standing Committee
meeting following the elections in question. The debate may result in sanctions
that could include the challenge of credentials of the national delegation
concerned on the basis of Rule 8.2.b (lack of cooperation under the Assembly’s
monitoring procedure).

The Bureau decided to refer the matter to the Monitoring Committee in the
context of its on-going post-monitoring dialogue, with a view to a possible debate
at the October Part-Session, as foreseen in the rules.
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