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Council of Europe reform, and in particular the role of the Congress of Local and Regional 

Authorities within this context, is one of the highlights on the agenda of the 20th Session of the 
Congress. 
 
Philippe Richert, French Minister for Local authorities under the Minister of Interior, 
Overseas, Local authorities and Immigration, responsible for Local and Regional 
Authorities, will address the Session in Strasbourg, France, on Tuesday 22 March from 
15.00. 

 
Mr Richert, who is also President of the Regional Council of Alsace, is in charge of  the 
implementation phase of territorial reform in France. 
 
He will expand on the debate surrounding the report on "The reform of the Congress of Local and 
Regional Authorities within the Council of Europe reform", presented by Karl-Heinz Lambertz, 

Belgium (R, SOC) and Anders Knape, Sweden (L, EPP/CD). 
 
Congress´ consideration of the reform of its structures and working methods has been under way 
since 2008, and was furthered in 2009 and 2010 when the Secretary General of the Council of 
Europe, Thorbjørn Jagland, launched a wide reform programme to realign the Council of Europe 
with  its fundamental values – rule of law, democracy and human rights. 
 

Congress reform falls within this transformation process. It aims to strengthen the position of the 
Congress as a special intermediary for all issues relating to local and regional democracy.   
 
The first two phases of Congress reform already implemented have allowed it to improve its 
efficiency and responsiveness, with the implementation of more streamlined and more political 
structures, the simplification of its functioning and the expansion of key activities such as the 
monitoring of local and regional democracy and the observation of local and regional elections.  

 
Discussions will pay particular attention to the third phase of reform, to be initiated following the 
adoption of revised versions of the Congress’ statutory texts by the Committee of Ministers on 19 
January 2011.  
 
More information on the 20th Session   
Contact: Renate Zikmund, Tel. +33 (0)3 90 21 44 03, congress.com@coe.int 

 
The Congress has two chambers, the Chamber of Local Authorities and the Chamber of Regions.  
It brings together 318 full and 318 substitute members representing more than 200 000 European territorial 
communities. 
President of the Congress: Keith Whitmore (United Kingdom, ILDG), President of the Chamber of Regions: Herwig van 
Staa (Austria, EPP/CD), President of the Chamber of Local Authorities: Jean-Paul Frécon (France, SOC)  
Political Groups: Socialist Group (SOC), Group of the European People’s Party – Christian Democrats (EPP/CD), 
Independent and Liberal Democrat Group (ILDG). 
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