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AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE

Follow-up of Recommendation No. 136 (2008) on Impwing the conservation of
Common Hamster (Cricetus cricetus) in Europe

Hamsters only occurs in the Lander Burgenland, odestria and Vienna
Burgenland

Since 2008 Burgenland updates ist knowledge of thistribution of the hamster. In this
programme necessary managementactivities will bmdtated. Main aim ist to decrease the habitat
fragmentation and isolation by establishing migmnaitorridors or wildlife passages.

Lower Austria

Together with an NGO an actionplan for the cond@maof the Hamster was established. This
actionplan includes especially activities to infatsand educate the public.
http://noe-naturschutzbund.at/PDF/Aktionsplan%2@kamster18122010.pdf
http://www.naturparkenoe.at/feldhamster

Vienna

Knowledge of the actual distribution of the hamsteYienna was updated 2010.
http://www.wien.gv.at/umweltschutz/naturschutz/bfeldhamster.html
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CROATIA / CROATIE

Recommendation No. 136 (2008) on improving the cagrvation of
the Common hamster Cricetus cricetus)

Common hamsterCficetus cricetus) is astrictly protected species in Croatia according
to the Nature Protection Act (OG 70/05, 139/08 &7d11l) and relevant Ordinance on
proclamation of wild fauna as protected and striptbtected (OG 99/09).

Protection status is based on the date from Re#& book of mammals of Croatia
(Ministry of Culture and State Institute for NatuPeotection, 2006 According to the Red
Book, Common Hamster is classified as Near Threate{iNT) species, due to the data
available at that time which were based mostly len liest expert judgment. Exact data on
distribution, population size and trend is stilt satisfactory.

For the moment the State Institute for Nature Rtaie is collecting data available from
literature and from museum databases on variousafapecies, including Common hamster,
for the purpose of compilation of data on faunacgseand their inclusion in unique database
of Croatian fauna (CRO FAUNA).

Further data gathering and inventory of Common Hams planned in the framework
of the World Bank financed proje&U Natura 2000 Integration Project (2011-2015) that
has started in June 2QBiodiversity inventory is one of the many otheriates planned in
the framework of this projecthe body in charge of Project implementation isNheistry of
Culture, Nature Protection Directorate, while theeintory as such, will be coordinated by the
State Institute for Nature Protection.
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CzECH REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE

Conservation status of Common hamsterQricetus cricetus) in the Czech Republic

By Mr Matrtin Strnad
Agency of Nature Conservation and Landscape Pioteof the Czech Republic (ANCLP), Nuselskéa
34, Praha 4, 140 00, Czech Republic
e-mail:martin.strnad@nature.cz

The Czech Republic implemented the requirementsefabitat Directive, resp. Convention on
the Conservation of European Wildlife and Naturabiats and concerned recommendation, by
issuing the Ministerial Decree No. 175/2006 whislcompleting the list of legally protected species
by adding the IV-annex species into. According tmove® mentioned Ministerial Decree, the
conservation status of the Common hamster wasakted from endangered to highly endangered
category. However, the species is not includechéRed list of endangered mammal species of the
Czech Republic, due to relatively steep populatiamease recorded in recent decades gfanénd
Benes 2001).

The protection of the species biodiversity is atsuded in the National Biodiversity Strategy of
the Czech Republic, which is the compendium ofrteeds, problematic issues and main objectives.
The main issues of species protection are mention€&hapters devoted 1o situ as well asEx situ
Biodiversity Conservation, Sustainable use and tlleation, Monitoring of Biodiversity and
Research Biodiversity strategy. The above mentidnachework strategies were incorporated also
into the National strategy for Species and Landsgajtection in the Czech Republic (updated in
2009), which sets priorities for the upcoming pério

With respect to recently known species distributfartion plan for Common hamster is not in
preparation by the competent national authoritiégice 2010 a study on social behaviour and
demography of common hamster has been under wiagtako account possible implications for
conservation measures. Common hamster is stilleratfell distributed within the whole Czech
territory (stable occurrence is reported from 36%pping grid cells) and its population is rather
increasing. By contrast European sustik€llus citellus) is one of the drastically declined mammalian
species for which the Action plan was preparediarsll in process of fulfilment of it's measurbyg
Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Pioteof the Czech Republic.

Online mapping project regarding not exclusivelym@eon hamster distribution in the Czech
Republic is available on the websitevw.biolib.cz This project is based on the public recordings of
the species. Data are verified before publicatioth species occurrence is visualized into the map on
the basis of grid mapping (Fig. 1.).
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Fig. 1. Andéra M. (2011): Distribution of Cricetus cricetus in the Czech Republic. In: Zicha O. (ed.)
Biological Library — BioLib. cited 14.06.2011. avdable on: http://www.biolib.cz/cz/taxonmap/id15/

References:

Andéra M. & Bene$ B. (2001): Atlas roxghi sava v Ceské republice. fedszna verze. IV.
Hlodavci (Rodentia) —¢ast 1. Keckoviti (Cricetidae), hraboSoviti (Arvicolidae), ploviti
(Gliridae). — Narodni muzeum, Praha.
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FRANCE / FRANCE

Note sur le suivi de la Recommandation n° 136 (20P8ur 'amélioration de la
conservation du Grand hamster Cricetus cricetus) en Europe

MEDDTL — juillet 2011

Conformément a la recommandation n° 136 (2008) dumi®@ permanent, adoptée le 27
novembre 2008, sur I'amélioration de la consermatio Grand hamste€(icetus cricetus) en Europe,
la France a élaboré et mis en oeuvre un plan ratibactions en faveur de I'espece (annexe 1 et 2).

Ce plan est mis en oeuvre en complément de laméglation nationale (article L 411-1 du code
de I'environnement et arrété du 23 avril 2007 fidas listes des mammiféres protégés sur 'ensemble
du territoire et les modalités de leur protectian2®07) visant la protection stricte de l'espécdeet
son habitat.

Ce plan comprend une série d'actions dont lesipafes visent :

« l'amélioration de I'habitat (et a ce titre l'objede 22% de culture favorable a I'espéce dans les
zones noyaux a été fixé) ;

- la limitation du morcellement de l'aire de répantit via l'interdiction de destruction des sites de
reproduction et aires de repos par les projetdatusation et d'infrastructures sauf dérogation
ministérielle dont les conditions d’obtention rexdtstrictes;

« le renforcement des populations pour prévenir taggravation du déclin de I'espéce;
« un programme de suivi des populations et d'améimrale la connaissance sur l'espéce;
« une communication visant la sensibilisation du jmut des acteurs socio-économiques.

Ce plan porte sur la période 2007-2011. Il serdopge jusqu'a la validation prévue en juin 2012
d'une nouvelle stratégie définie sur les basedatuartuel.

En conclusion, la France a suivi la recommandatitd86 (2008) en validant un plan d'action se
référant au plan d’actions préliminaire pour lavegarde du Grand hamsteCricetus cricetus)
discuté par le Comité permanent [document T-PV&01T8)9] et adapté aux conditions spécifiques
du territoire alsacien.
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PoLAND / POLOGNE

The report was prepared on the basis of Recommendatb. 136 (2008) of Standing Committee
of Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention).
Adopted on 27 November 2008, the Recommendationritarthe Parties to the Convention which
are host to small or disappearing populations efcthbmmon hamster to prepare and implement further
conservation plans concerning this species.

The common hamster (Cricetus cricetus) is amongntbst endangered rodents in Europe. In
Poland it is under protection since 1995 underfahewing documents:

» The Nature Conservation Act of 16 April 2004 (Jalraf Laws of 2009 no. 151 item 1220, as
amended)

» Regulation of Minister of the Environment of 28 8sapber 2004 on wildlife species under
protection (Journal of Laws of 2004 no. 220 iter32R2

In the past Poland provided a corridor joining Eastand Western populations of the common
hamster. Currently, the Polish population of themown hamster is isolated from populations existing
in the territory of Germany, Czech Republic andaBe$. Certain degree of outside contacts with
Ukrainian population is still possible between hters inhabiting the area of Torki village near
Medyka and Hermanowice and Nehrybka south of Przemdpwever, these representatives probably
do not have contact with the rest of the Polishupetjon.

In 1995-2005 research was conducted to evaluateatige of the common hamster population in
Poland. 2421 questionnaires were sent to Natureséeation Departments in Commune and Poviat
Offices with questions concerning the existence¢hefspecies on their territories. Additionally, 020
interviews with agricultural services and 600 figltspections were conducted, which aimed at
verifying the collected information.

As a result of the research, 103 habitats of thmenecon hamster in Poland were confirmed and
146 locations were considered as possible habifatcomparing this research with the previous data,
it appears that after 1980 a process of noticeddateeasing of the hamster population has started.

The largest concentration of the species can bedfau the borderland between Lublin Upland
and Roztocze and Matopolska Upland.

Since 2002 the common hamster is labelled as addditéient (DD) species on the “Polish red list
of animals”. Because of its decreasing population Holand, which was confirmed by the
aforementioned research, it was suggested to chngtatus to EN — endangered.

Owing to the large concentration of the common tamsn the area of Lubelskie province, the
species is taken into consideration while prepating conditions of investments development,
especially in road building investments, where slegassages for the animals enabling them to
migrate are considered.

Since 2006 the Center for the Natural Heritage ppét Silesia has run a scientific-educational
programme “The common hamster distribution and fadjmn monitoring inSlaskie province”. It
covers field research, classes with children anagtty@and data base management. The data base is
updated with each new case of the common hamsigesge in the province. The Center issued also
a brochureThe common hamster. The most colourful mammal of our fields. The educational activities
taken up by the Center positively resulted in thange of farmers’ awareness. Many of them started
treating the hamsters which appear on their fieldse favourably, once they were informed that the
species is endangered and under protection.

Nevertheless, the cases of chasing off the hargtErmers still appear.
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SERBIA / SERBIE

Report

on the implementation of the Recommendation No. 132008) on improving the
conservation of the Common hamster(ricetus cricetus) in Europe

in Serbia

Regarding the Recommendation No 136 (2008) of tkendihg Committee, adopted on
27 November 2008, on improving the conservatiorthef Common hamsteiC(icetus cricetus) in
Europe, several important projects, strategiespatidies have been developed and some of them are
established in order to take the necessary stepertserve of wild fauna and natural habitats, with
particular attention to endangered and vulnerapéxiss, especially endemic ones, and endangered
habitats.

1. The Current Legal Framework harmonized with EURegulations and Bern Convention
¢ The National Spatial Plan of the Republic of Se(Bi2l0-2010)

e The National Environmental Protection Programn@L(22019)

e The National Strategy on Biological Diversity (262018)

e The Law on Nature Protection (Off Jour of RS, Né036, 88/2010 and 91/2010-corr)

e The Law on Forest (Off Jour of RS No 30//10)

e The Law on wild fauna and hunting (Off Jour of R8 N8//10)

e The Law on Agriculture and Rural development (@ffidof RS No 41//09)

e The Animal Welfare Law (Off Jour of RS, No 41/09)

« The Rulebook on criteria for selecting of habitges including lists of priority natural habitat
types and measures for their conservation (Off 36RS No 35/10)

* Regulation on Ecological Network(Off Jour of the R8 102/2010),

* Rulebook on proclamation and protection of spicitected and protected wild flora and fauna
and fungi (Off. Jour of RS No 5/10),

* The Rulebook on proclamation of protected gameispeg closed hunt season, duration of hunt
season of protected game species in hunting gramtdmeasures of protection and number
regulation on populations of permanent protectatpntected game species in closed hunt
season (Off. Jour of RS No 75/10)

e The Rulebook on particular technical and technalaigsolutions which facilitate undisturbed and
safe communication of wild animals (Off. Jour of R8 72/10)

Although common hamster is not an endangered spéti€erbia, it was placed on the list of
strictly protected species, in Anex | of the Regjola on proclamation and protection of strictly
protected and protected wild fauna, flora and figpgicies (Official Jour of RS, No. 5/2010).

2. The Status of the Common hamsteiQricetus cricetus) in Serbia

The range ofCricetus cricetus in Serbia is located mainly in the province of Mmjina
represented by the plains of the rivers Danubéérvtest and southeast, Tisa in the East and Sava in
the south. It also stretches southward of Belgfatlewing the valley of the river Morava, Pek and
Mlava (PET ROV 1992, MILENKOME 1993). RUZC (1978) especially mentions the central and
northern Béka area (province of Vojvodina) containing the lighpopulation dens ity in former
Yugoslavia. Hamsters are observed in the Serbigropéhe Srem (Syrmian) area and southern Banat
but in low densities. The Serbian population @rficetus cricetus directly borders the Croatian,
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Hungarian - 21 - T-PVS/Inf (2008) 9 and Romaniareorand also belongs to the Pannonian
population (NEUMANN et al. 2005). According to PAGNVIC (pers. comm.) the population trend
can be described as declining due to the lossit#de steppe habitats being turned into arabld lan
and the use of rodentic ides in agricultural hasjtalthough it is currently still vital and f luetting
with the last population peak recorded in 2007 (R&QYIC pers. comm.).lts official status in Serbia
is not protected and the IUCN-status is Low riskmidreatened(LR/nt) (SAVYI et al. 1995).
According to VASC et al (1991)Cricetus cricetus is inc luded in the preliminary Red list of
vertebrates in Serbia.

No profound data on the population status is ctiyrevailable and hence the situation in Serbia
should be considered as data defic ient.

Common hamster is a polyphage, adapted to lifegiicaltural biocenoses, where he is present
from the sowing to harvest season, which is whgtrfarmers consider common hamster a pest. High
reproduction rate characteristic of rodents is lagotactor that contributes to its status of adgtical
pest. During the mating, the female produces omagee4 litters per breading season, with up to 10
young per litter. Over decades, the plant protectservice in Vojvodina has conducted the
monitoring of common hamster’s presence and itsiladion in agricultural crops. A large number of
experts have looked into the methods for contrat@mhmon hamster population, particularly in the
years of its mass population outbreak.

Fluctuations in common hamster population appe&ryaar recurrence intervals. High hamster
population was recorded in 2006, which was the péfloods and enormous increase in groundwater
level, flooding the large agricultural land. Thesused a premature awakening in hibernating hasnster
and their mass migration to drier areas. In soneasarthe common hamster population reached
calamity values that year.

Common hamster is an extremely important speciésad chains. It has many natural enemies,
from fox, wild cat, skunk and weasel, to predatbiyds. The more intensive development of
agriculture, accompanied by the growing use of dbels for agricultural crops, may endanger the
natural predator-prey relationship. By drawing ugtiedy “The Establishment of Ecological Network
in AP Vojvodina — overview of the situation, anagsand possibilities” (Sabados at al., 2009), the
Provincial Institute for Nature Protection has deated the main disturbance factors which affect,
among others, various mammal species inhabiting afpeatic, wetland and steppe habitats in
Vojvodina, as well as important habitats in therfoof eco-corridors, spatially distributed between
protected areas. Soon after that, the Regulatidicofogical Network (Off. Jour of RS,No. 102/2010)
was adopted.

As a follow-up of the previous project, in 2011 fPmject entitled “Application of the Principles
of Sustainable Use of Important Areas for Biodéitgr Conservation within the Ecological Network
in AP Vojvodina” (Sabados at al., 2011) was inéttin which, among other things, the issues of
habitat mosaics, eco-corridors for insects andr tleeosystem roles, as well as inter-sectoral
cooperation, are elaborated.

According to the Law on Nature Protection, morniigrof the Common hamster population
should be carried out by the Institute of Naturen€&wvation of Serbia and Provincial Institute for
Nature Conservation in cooperation with all relévstakeholders. Although the common hamster is a
strictly protected species, it is necessary to libgva plan for management of its population, siimce
some years this species reaches the populationeai4tb

REFERENCES:.

* Report on implementation of recommendations on Eneopean strategy for conservation of
invertebrates by the Provincial Institute for Natirotection;

« National Strategy on Bilogical Diversity of the Regylic of Serbia;

e Draft European Action Plan for the conservatiorttif Common hamsteC(icetus cricetus, L.
1758), by the Standing Committee of the Bern Cotigsan28th meeting, 2008.

Prepared by Snezana Prokic, Focal Point for Bemvéntion Belgrad&,July 2011.



T-PVS/Files (2011) 10 -10 -

THE NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS

CONSERVATION PROGRAMME FOR THE COMMON HAMSTER IN THE NETHERLANDS

by
the Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture & Inn ovation; Department of Nature,
Landscape & Rural Affairs

The Netherlands started a Conservation ProgrammiéhnédoCommon Hamster in 2000, after the
species became extinct in the wild in 1999. In ghiegramme a number of practical protection
measures were formulated with the aim of maintgingustainable hamster populations in the
Netherlands. The measures were focussed on thdiglstaent of a breeding programme in captivity
with the last remaining hamsters that could bewaptin the wild and introducing hamster-friendly
management in former habitats of the hamstersarstiuthern part of the province of Limburg on a
total of 500 hectares.

In 2002 the first hamsters resulting from the captireeding programme were reintroduced in
the former habitats. Since then a total of 762 harasvere released in seven different core areas.

Until now, the hamster-friendly management seemsessful. The number of burrows increased
from one in 2002 to over 1,200 in 2007 (autumn)wieer, a sharp decline of the population in 2008
showed that the population remains vulnerables tiat clear yet whether the hamster shows cyclical
population fluctuations as other rodent populatidos

The hamster suffers from a high predation risk.daesh shows that 90% of the male and 70% of
the female hamsters die within one year. At led 8f the mortality is caused by predation.
Therefore it is important to optimise the manageth@rthe core areas in order to attain a maximal
survival rate. Litter size and number of littergatteine the survival of hamster populations. For a
sustainable protection hamster populations wilingerently depend on hamster-friendly farming.

In the coming years much effort is needed to aeatlte clusters of core areas and the
connections between those areas in such a wathtiyatan offer sustainable protection to the hamste
populations. This requires cooperation betweenditirs involved. For this reason an area coordinato
has been appointed by the province of Limburg. Erpee of recent years has shown that hamster
protection is a process which is highly dependenadvancing understanding. Maximum flexibility is
needed to move “management hectares” from areagewhamster protection appears to be
unsuccessful to areas where prospects are moregimgm

For the time being the breeding programme will renmeecessary for the purpose of re-stocking
in case wild populations become at risk and to igeall genetic variation in the north-western pudrt
the distribution area of the hamster. The breeghogramme in the Netherlands is, until now, theyonl
European hamster programme with the aim of presgrand improving the remaining genetic
variation. For the period to 2012 the breeding 0ft@ 25 litters per year is needed to preserve the
genetic variation within the breeding lines, to éanumber of 80 to 100 animals available for re-
stocking and to maximize the genetic variatiorh@ existing wild populations.

In recent years the Netherlands succeeded in dawglchamster-friendly farming which is
widely accepted by both the agricultural and nateservation sectors. Hamster —friendly farming
practices include maintaining cover along field gmas throughout the season outside the hibernation
period. These practices are attained through mamagieagreements with farmers, in this case funded
from national resources.

On land without management agreements the survétalis extremely low, due to a very low
degree of protection against predation, this adam to the absence of cover during a much longer
period. This low survival rate would not be enofighmaintaining the population.

The Netherlands is now one of the few countrie€Eimope with a growing population. To
maintain a sustainable Dutch population, coopeamatiith neighbouring countries is necessary, in
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particular with Germany (Nordrhein-Westfalen). Tpepulations of the Netherlands and those of
Nordrhein-Westfalen form one meta-population.

Litterature:
http://content.alterra.wur.nl/Webdocs/PDFFiles/Ateapporten/AlterraRapport2022.pdf




