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The

Committee of Ministers,

Considering

the importance, for the member States of the Council of Europe,

of establishing common principles in the field of crime p o l i c y ;
Considering

the need for systematic planning in the fields of crime preven-

tion and the treatment of

offenders;

Considering that the development of the statistical and mathematical sciences
makes

it possible, within certain

limits and in certain

conditions,

to forecast

the

general evolution, or the evolution in certain sectors, of criminality in a given State;
Considering that these forecasts provide the elements necessary for a rational
allocation

of the resources in connection

with crime policy and may even lead to

legislative and administrative reforms designed to deal with criminal p h e n o m e n a ;

Having regard to research into forecasting methods now being carried out in
certain member States,
Recommends that the governments of member States:
1.

Consider the forecasting methods described in the report of the

Committee on Crime Problems on this s u b j e c t ;
2.

Examine

European

1

these methods in the context of the overall

planning strategy

each State with a view to using the methods which best correspond

of

to the special

needs of the various sectors of crime policy;
Invites the governments of member States to report to the Secretary
of

the

Council

of

Europe

every

five

years

informing

him of

the

General

action being

taken by them on these recommendations.

1. This report is composed of, firstly, the report of Sub-Committee No. XVI of the ECCP and, secondly,
the minority opinion of Mr. P. Robert concerning the second and third parts of the report.
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