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The 10
th

 meeting of the Convention Group of Experts on Invasive Alien Species was held 

in Alghero, Italy, from 20 to 21 June 2013. 

The Standing Committee is invited to: 

1. take note of the report of the meeting and, in particular of the very good progress in the 

implementation of the Convention’s European Strategy on IAS and in the preparation in 

the framework of the Convention on innovative voluntary Codes of Conduct and 

Guidelines; 

2. thank Italian Conservation authorities for the excellent preparation of the meeting and all 

governments and international organisations for the very good input; 

3. examine and, if appropriate, adopt the following draft recommendations: 

 Draft Recommendation on the European Code of Conduct on Hunting and Invasive 

Alien Species (appendix 4); 

 Draft Recommendation on European Guidelines on Protected Areas and Invasive 

Alien Species (appendix 5). 

4. take due note of the proposals of the Group for future work on invasive alien species 

when adopting its programme of activities and budget for 2014-2015. 
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1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

 The Chair, Ms Branka Tavzes (Slovenia), welcomed participants (list in appendix 2) and thanked 

the Italian authorities for their hospitality in hosting the meeting in Alghero. 

2. ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA 

 The Agenda was adopted as it appears in Appendix 1 to this report.  

3. INTRODUCTION BY THE SECRETARIAT: PROGRESS ON INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES UNDER 

THE CONVENTION AND SYNERGIES WITH OTHER BERN CONVENTION ACTIVITIES 

 Mr Fernández-Galiano highlighted the pioneer work the Convention in promoting European 

intergovernmental work in the field of IAS and the variety of matters dealt with in the twenty years of 

existence of the Group of Experts. He recalled, in particular the elaboration of the “European Strategy 

on Invasive Alien Species” in 2003, and the follow up of its implementation by states.  The 

Convention had carried out this work in close cooperation with other international partners such as 

IUCN, the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organisation (EPPO), the European 

Commission, the European Environment Agency and other.  Since the last meeting of the Group in 

Malta in 2011, the Standing Committee had adopted the following recommendations:  

 Recommendation No. 153 (2011) on the Charter on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of 

Biological Diversity on European Islands; 

 Recommendation No. 154 (2011) on the European Code of Conduct on Pets and Invasive 

Alien Species; 

 Recommendation No. 158 (2012) on Conservation translocations under changing climatic 

conditions; 

 Recommendation No. 160 (2012) on the European Code of Conduct for Botanical Gardens on 

Invasive Alien Species; 

 Recommendation No. 161 (2012) on the European Code of Conduct for Zoological Gardens 

and Aquaria on Invasive Alien Species. 

 It was also recalled that a select group had met in Rome in 2012 to further the priorities set by the 

Group and to discuss new ideas. A study of pathways had been launched. As the EU is in the process 

of elaborating a dedicated legal instrument on IAS, the Convention had chosen to further its work on 

voluntary codes of conduct and guidelines, which will help states advance in prevention of new 

arrivals and containment of IAS in the territory of the Convention.  

4. IMPLEMENTATION BY STATES OF THE EUROPEAN STRATEGY ON IAS - NATIONAL 

REPORTS 

 A number of delegations presented orally their national reports (Armenia, Malta, Poland, 

Slovenia, Turkey and United Kingdom). The Chair thanked states for having presented a substantial 

number of national reports, a good way to know the work carried out in this field by states. Twenty–

four reports were received. (See appendix 3). 

5. REPORTS FROM INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS AND OTHER 

5.1 Status of global work on IAS by the chair of ISSG (IUCN) 

 Mr Piero Genovesi, chair of ISSG (IUCN), outlined the IUCN priorities in relation to the IAS, 

framing the issue in the context of the international and European cooperation related to the 

prioritization of species for early warning and rapid response systems that may permit to tackle new 

arrivals, the need to prioritise pathways as well as have appropriate mapping information. He informed 

the Group about the outcome of the UICN World Conservation Congress held in 2012, referring 

specifically to the Resolution 21 relative to IAS.  IUCN was strengthening cooperation with the CBD 

and its Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA), improving the  
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interoperability between the Global Invasive Species Database and the Red List, as well as with Red 

List of Ecosystems and World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA). Such crossing of data will 

support priority actions.   

 Mr Genovesi underlined particularly the issue of the information and knowledge sharing in the 

global context. He informed the participants about the work by the CBD Liaison group on IAS and the 

latest meeting hosted by FAO in Rome (28/02-1/03 2013) – where the awareness-raising and 

information sharing in the IAS context was identified as a need.   

 Detailed information was provided on the Global IAS Information Partnership 

(GIASIPartnership), the Global Invasive Species Database, Red List and Global Register of 

Introduced and Invasive Species (GRIIS). The main objective of these instruments is to improve 

ability of countries to respond to conventions, improve access to information in general and to the Red 

List in particular, and to design policies with special focus on effective prevention and management 

activities.  Particular work areas were also mentioned such as the Island Biodiversity Database 

and the Biodiversity Indicators Partnership - CBD-mandated initiative - that provides an important 

interface between policy and biodiversity-related science; collaborative ISSG initiatives on 

prioritization of pathways, identification of species with the worst impacts and the prioritization of 

species in protected and urban areas.  

5.2 European Commission work on Invasive Alien Species: progress in the elaboration 

of a dedicated legislative instrument on IAS 

 Ms. Valentina Bastino (European Commission) provided an overview of the EU legislative 

proposal on Invasive Alien Species which is due to be proposed to the EU Council and Parliament by 

the end of summer 2013.  

 She reminded that an action at EU level was progressing first in the elaboration in the past years 

of an IAS Community strategy and recently in the preparation of a dedicated legal instrument. Because 

of the lack of internal border controls between Member States, a coordinated approach is necessary at 

the outer borders of the EU to stop the introduction and spread of IAS in the territory of the European 

Union. Once an invasive alien species becomes established it may be harder for one Member State to 

control its dispersal; furthermore, a lack of action in one Member State can create serious damage to 

neighbouring Member States.  

 She also recalled that at present several Member States had been developing a variety of valuable 

initiatives but using different approaches. There is no systematic formal requirement for risk analysis 

in connection with intentional introduction of non-native species that may affect biodiversity, and 

accidental or negligent introductions (75%) remain largely unregulated at both Member State and 

Community level. A new EU dedicated legislative instrument is therefore proposed to address this 

important policy gap and to ensure that there is a comprehensive EU framework to effectively tackle 

the problem.  

 The new legislative instrument would contain provisions on a number of fields, such as a) 

prevention of entry of IAS into the EU territory and prevention of their spread, including ban on 

import, possession, use, trade, and release into environment; b) early detection and rapid eradication, 

including Member States’ obligation for surveillance, notification and if necessary eradication; c) 

management of established IAS. The implementing mechanisms foresee the establishment of a 

common Notification system, the establishment of specialized EU Committee and the set-up of a 

shared information system. There will be a listing of IAS of EU concern based on clear criteria and 

risk assessment. Applying the principle of subsidiarity, IAS of national concern will be dealt by states 

in their national legislation, not within an EU instrument. 

 Finally Ms Bastino informed that the next steps for the legislative proposal will include the 

finalization and adoption of the proposal by the Commission, transmission to the Council and 

Parliament for co-decision, and establishment of list of IAS of Union concern, that will be established 

on the common agreement of the Members States. The latter will be based on Risk assessment that 

would analyze environmental, social and economic impact of the IAS. 
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 Many participants welcomed the information presented and asked a number of questions on a 

variety of topics, including: on the possibility of third countries to “opt-in” this legal instrument, on 

how it would affect species trade within the Union, on the type of risk assessment that was foreseen, 

on liability, on the timing of the listing exercise (regarding IAS of EU concern), on updates, on the 

information system to be developed, on possible derogations, on species native in the EU that may be 

IAS in other EU states, etc. 

 The Chair thanked Ms Bastino for the information, congratulated the EC for this first legally 

binding instrument on IAS and hoped that the Bern Convention could help in bridging the obligations 

in this new instrument with neighbouring states. The Secretariat saw a possible role for the Convention 

to extend some of the provisions (by way of recommendations or otherwise) to other European states. 

It was clear it was in the interest of all European states to share a common alert and information 

system.  

5.3 Progress on the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organisation 

(EPPO) 

 Ms Sarah Brunel reminded traditional EPPO priorities that paid attention to pests of cultivated 

plants (i.e. insects, fungi, bacteria, viruses) and how they had been revised to include the protection of 

biodiversity, in the understanding that plant protection also applied to the wide environment. Thus also 

wild plants can be threatened by the introduction and spread of pests, and also by 'invasive alien 

plants' (IAP) which can seriously disturb and destroy natural plant communities. Therefore EPPO 

started to work more specifically on invasive alien plants, in particular to analyze the risks presented 

by specific invasive alien plant species for the EPPO region and recommend measures to prevent their 

introduction and spread via international trade.  

 Ms Brunel stressed that potential risks are identified through the maintenance of EPPO Alert Lists 

that draw the attention of EPPO member countries to certain pests possibly presenting a risk to them 

and achieve early warning. A number of species are recommended for regulation under EPPO rules. 

The EPPO Reporting Service is published to deliver information gathered from National plant 

protection organizations, literature and internet surveys. The List of invasive alien plants is managed as 

a priority to help countries endangered by these species to consider measures to prevent their 

introduction and spread or to manage unwanted species .EPPO organizes regularly training courses on 

the EPPO prioritization process for IAPs. Also information is being gathered by EPPO on active cases 

of eradication in the Mediterranean, with over thirty projects recorded and 90 management actions 

undertaken. EPPO continues to develop standards on management of some IAPs: the next to come on 

aquatic species. 

 Ms Brunel also stressed that EPPO pays a particular attention to the promotion of information 

exchange via its publications/databases and international conferences. 2013 European Environment 

Agency report on Late Lessons from Early Warning underlined the need for efficient information 

exchange to prevent risks related to the IPA. She informed that the issue of communication of IAS will 

be dealt with on the occasion of an international conference jointly organised by EPPO/Council of 

Europe/IUCN in Oeiras (Portugal) in October 2013. 

5.4 Progress on DAISIE database  

 Ms Helen Roy presented the progress on DAISIE database and the development of the lists of 

non-native species (NNS). She stressed that the latter are seen as an essential tool in the management 

of biological invasions. Species information is authored and reviewed by DAISIE partners and/or by 

expert contributors from around Europe. The species lists offer information on the biology and 

ecology of the species, habitat and distribution characteristics, introduction pathway, invasion trend, 

impacts and management methods including ways of prevention. Access to this resource is provided 

through three main search facilities: search for information species; search for experts; and search for 

regions. 

 Ms Roy also stressed that although the DAISIE represent obvious advantages in terms of species’ 

coverage and data display possibilities, such information requires regular updates to reflect the 

dynamic nature of biological invasions, otherwise it will soon be outdated. Within last two years 
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several updates of the DAISIE database have been made to keep it up-to-date. These have included 

additional species lists from some understudied regions of Europe and new records from other regions. 

DAISI developed links between collaborators within an information network for alien species aiming 

to provide the required knowledge and scientific advice to support decision making.  

 Ms Roy is informed that important progress is being achieved by establishing collaborative links 

with the COST Action - intergovernmental framework for European Cooperation in Science and 

Technology.  She informed that the COST Action in relation to the IAS will facilitate enhanced 

knowledge gathering and sharing through a network of experts, providing support to a European IAS 

information system which will enable effective and informed decision-making at a European level. An 

overarching priority will be to identify the needs and formats for early warning tools and rapid 

response, review of IAS pathways and impacts and information by different user groups.  

5.5 Progress on NOBANIS portal 

 Ms Melanie Josefsson (Sweden) informed the participants about recent developments in 

NOBANIS network that includes now 17 participating countries, including a new member, Belarus. 

The present focus is on reprogramming of the NOBANIS portal (central database, fact sheets and 

access to national statistics) and on harmonization of the databases as regards to pathways, taxonomy, 

spelling and source areas. The new focus is being put on cooperation with other information systems 

such as COST, ESENIAS, EASIN, GIASIP. 

 Ms Josefsson outlined the results of the pilot project implemented by NOBANIS in 2010-2011 

Risk mapping for non-native species in Europe, funded by the Nordic Council of Ministers. The 

project report (now available on NOBANIS portal) aims at providing NOBANIS countries and other 

European countries with a useful tool for prioritizing their measures to prevent the introduction of 

IAS. The report underlines that a useful predictor can be the invasiveness in other countries with 

similar conditions and since few species are able to colonise the full range of climatic conditions in 

Europe. The project further develops the use of biogeographic regions as a tool for warning European 

countries when a new, potentially invasive species is under establishment. By mapping the current 

distribution of 100 selected alien species from terrestrial, brackish and freshwater environments, 

whose distribution range is expectedly still expanding, risk profiles are created and hence the countries 

will be able to make national alarm lists for these species. The primary target group of the project is 

managers in both the cooperating NOBANIS countries and other European countries.  

5.7 Applying the Island Biodiversity Charter and its Action Plan to the Canary Islands: 

recent work on IAS control 

 Mr Juan Luis Rodríguez Luengo presented the work done by the Canary Islands government on 

the control and eradication of IAS. The Spanish catalogue of IAS includes species that concern 

specifically this insular region. Main species of concern are the king snake (which is now proved to be 

a powerful predator of endemic lizards in Gran Canaria Island) and two herbivores: rabbit (decimating 

many species of endemic flora, including some endangered species) and feral goats (in La Gomera 

Island). Unfortunately the economic crisis of Spain and the strong cuts in environmental budgets have 

meant the discontinuation of a certain number of control programs, such as those on Palm trees, which 

are severely affected by pests. 

7.  CODES OF CONDUCT 

7.1 Prioritisation of Pathway for Codes of Conduct 
 [Document T PVS/Inf (2013) 2] 

 Ms Helen Roy presented the report on the prioritisation of pathways. She stressed that 

development of comprehensive IAS-related strategies at European level requires easily accessible and 

high quality information and a comprehensive approach to exploring pathways for efficient 

management of biological invasions. Thus the analysis of which pathways are responsible for the 

introduction on IAS in Europe is key to guide efforts, including the elaboration of voluntary codes 

DAISIE and GISD were recognized as major sources of information on IAS and therefore it was 

agreed that harmonization of a large proportion of the pathway information within the two databases 

was needed. In fact, 81% of pathway entries for a species in DAISIE matched with ease to defined 
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GISD pathways. However, for the remaining species further work is required to elucidate the 

appropriate pathway relevant to both databases. Further work is also required to ensure that the 

definition for each pathway term is explicit and clear. Additional next steps will include undertaking 

the same process with an additional database such as the CABI Invasive Species Compendium.  

 Ms Roy recalled that the Prototype of IAS Pathway Management Resource was developed by the 

IUCN/SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group with the support of the Secretariat of the Convention on 

Biological Diversity. Work has just begun on the phase II of this project, which includes expanding 

the schema based on the result of the 'harmonization of pathways terms' exercise and operationalizing 

the site. Data and information on a selection of pathways will also be recorded. Next Steps will consist 

in enlisting partners for future cooperation and establishing a task force or a working group for further 

development of the Pathway Management resource. 

 The group discussed some aspects of the information presented, noting the need to make a more 

refined analysis including the time scale. Pathways that may have been very important for the 

introduction of IAS in the past may be now less relevant, and other pathways perhaps identified as 

secondary might be now major ways of introduction of new species. 

7.2. Code of Conduct on Hunting and IAS 

 [Document T-PVS/Inf (2013) 20] 

 The Consultant, Mr Andrea Monaco, presented the draft Code of Conduct, underlying the 

progress achieved since last meeting in Malta in 2011. Mr Monaco provided explanations to major 

revisions to the first draft stressing that the revised draft is the result of a wide consultation and aims to 

balance and harmonize different perspectives provided by stakeholders involved. The revised draft 

took into account the comments and suggestions received from the Group of Experts on IAS as well as 

from the EU Federation of Associations for Hunting and Conservation (FACE); a principle on “animal 

aided hunting” (falconry, ferreting, etc.) was introduced; as well as the analysis of data extracted from 

DAISIE database on the role of hunting as a pathway of introduction to Europe of alien mammals and 

birds since 1900. Mr. Monaco noted that the role of hunting as a pathway of introduction of alien 

mammals and birds has changed over time and the number of intentional introductions of alien species 

for hunting purposes has considerably decreased since the ‘80s.  

Mr Monaco recalled the six principles of the code as well as informed the Group about the main 

issues of criticism expressed by the FACE. The issue of dogs used for hunting and lost or intentionally 

abandoned was a touchy one. Feral dogs may cause a number of problem interaction with wild 

species, including hybridisation with wolves, recorded in a number of states. 

The Group discussed some details of the draft Code and made some comments concerning a 

number of issues (including stray dogs). To some it was not clear that feral dogs were mainly a 

problem caused by dogs lost by hunters, and perhaps it would be wiser to mention the problem but 

carefully reword the text. All participants were in favour of sending the code to the Standing 

Committee for possible adoption, but also suggested additional consultation with national associations 

of hunters, as the code will not be of much used if it is not endorsed and used by hunters. 

It was decided that the experts submit their final comments to the Consultant by 15 July. The 

Consultant will prepare a consolidated version of the draft to be ready for endorsement by the 

Standing Committee in December 2013. 

A draft recommendation (see appendix 4 to this report) will be proposed for adoption by the 

Standing Committee to the Convention. 

7.2 Code of conduct on Recreational Fishing and IAS 
 [Document T-PVS/Inf (2013) 1 + addendum] 

 The consultant, Mr Mark Owen, presented the draft Code and informed that the text incorporates 

the following elements: articles relating to IAS from the EIFAC Code of Practice for Recreational 

Fisheries and the European Charter on Recreational Fishing and Biodiversity; the concept of bio-

security for recreational fishing; responsibilities for fishing organisations and individual fishers; as 

well as reference to the freshwater & marine environments. 



 - 9 -  T-PVS (2013) 5 

 

 

 

 He described the three sections of the draft (Awareness, Education, Research, Training & 

Monitoring; Fisheries Management; and Bio-security for Recreational Fishing) and stressed the need 

for the code to be practically implemented. The latter implies a collaboration of many different actors, 

appropriate resources, and support by Member States working in partnership with recreational 

fisheries.  

 Ms Melanie Josefsson emphasised the need for awareness rising at a local level which needs to be 

underlined in the Code.  

 The participants expressed their general support to the draft, although they expressed the need for 

the draft to have more opinions, specifically from the national angling associations. The Secretariat 

will address a formal letter to governments who will be asked to collect comments from national 

angling associations.  The Consultant will prepare a consolidated version of the draft to be circulated 

widely. As the text was seen for the first time a wide consultation is necessary so that the fishing 

community may discuss it thoroughly, including the organisations involved in the elaboration and 

discussion of the European Charter on Recreational Fishing and Biodiversity endorsed by the Standing 

Committee in 2010. Once the consultations are over, the document will be presented to the Standing 

Committee, most likely in 2014. 

7.3 Information on global Codes of Conduct in marine and freshwater ecosystems 
Mr Matthias Halwart, FAO, presented his report by stressing that, despite the IAS adverse 

impacts, species introductions remain a valid means to improve production and economic benefit from 

fisheries and aquaculture. For the FAO, the issue is not to ban alien species - or to abandon regulation 

of their movement - but rather to assess associated risks and benefits and then, if appropriate, develop 

and implement a plan for their responsible use. To assist the countries in the responsible use of 

introduced species, the FAO developed a legislative framework that includes the Code of Conduct for 

Responsible Fisheries (CCRF), an overarching agreed international instrument, and the International 

Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) Code that includes protocols for implementing the 

CCRF. These codes call for accurate assessments of the risks of using exotic species and are 

promoting the creation of information sources and an exchange of information on exotic species, their 

biological and ecological attributes, and potential impacts. The Asia Regional Technical Guidelines 

were also developed to deal with introduced pathogens risk through trans-boundary movement of live 

aquatic animals, as well as Precautionary Approach to Species Introductions to handle uncertainty and 

incomplete information. 

The FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department has created the Database on Introductions of 

Aquatic Species (DIAS) to serve as an important initial summary and registry of introduced species, 

including freshwater species, molluscs, crustaceans and marine species. The database includes records 

of species introduced or transferred from one country to another, maps demonstrating the extent of 

introductions, number of introductions by country as well as the species introduced for aquaculture 

purposes. This DIAS has been incorporated into FAO FishFinder, a relational database that contains a 

variety of information on approximately 20 000 of the world's species of finfish.  

Mr Halwart referred to the work of the the inter-Agency Liaison Group on IAS, where the FAO 

participates as a core member. He informed that The Terms of Reference & Modus Operandi of the 

Liaison Group were revised in Rome in February 2013. The reminded that in the period up to 2020 the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, and in particular Aichi Target 9, will provide the main 

focus of the work of this group. The Liaison Group will work by exchanging information on relevant 

policies and activities to ensure that they are complementary so as to optimize efficiency, build 

synergies and avoid any unnecessary duplications. It will promote cooperation at all levels, and 

specifically at the national level, through each organization’s national and regional focal points or the 

equivalents. Mr Halwart stressed that if there is a certain interest from member states, they are 

encouraged to participate in the meetings and work of the Group.  
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8. IAS AND PROTECTED AREAS 

8.1. European Guidelines on Protected Areas and IAS 
 [Document T-PVS/Inf (2013) 22] 

 Mr Andrea Monaco informed the Group about major revisions of the first draft guidelines and the 

work achieved in promotion of the draft since last meeting in Malta in 2011. He informed that the 

draft guidelines were presented at the meeting of Bern Convention Group of Experts on Protected 

Areas and Ecological Networks (Strasbourg, September 2011) and the comments by the members of 

this group were integrated in the text. Case studies and inputs from all over the world, including those 

presented in the book “Plant invasions in protected areas: patterns, problems and challenges” (Eds. 

Foxcroft, Pysek, Richardson and Genovesi). The guideline on “networking to exchange information 

on IAS” was extended to surveillance and monitoring; the emphasis was also put on importance of 

involving the local communities and the general public.  

 A web survey on protected areas and IAS was also conducted to collect quantitative information 

and case studies on threats, top invasive species (animals and plants), impacts, management options as 

well as key impediments in dealing with IAS. The analysis of survey results (38 responses from 21 

European countries) show that Protected Areas tend to focus more on responding to invasions more 

than working on prevention; active management options are under-represented despite the fact that 

they are considered as best strategies to tackle the IAS problem. Limited resources, lack of capacity 

and lack of awareness are recognized as most indicated key impediments in management of IAS 

invasions. 

 The Consultant presented 8 guidelines and stressed that in general they remain as presented in 

Malta in 2011 with few exceptions that concern the reference to “networking to exchange information 

on IAS” which is presently extended to surveillance and monitoring and the emphasis put on 

involvement of the local communities and the general public into management of the IAS. 

The draft guidelines were supported by the Group experts who were invited to submit their final 

comments to the Consultant by the 15 July. The Consultant will prepare a consolidated version of the 

draft to be ready for endorsement by the Standing Committee in December 2013. 

9. PROPOSALS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE TO THE BERN CONVENTION: WORK AHEAD 

 The Group proposed that Bern Convention future action on IAS includes some of the following: 

- continuation of the work on identification of pathways 

- elaboration of a Code of Conduct on Forestry and IAS 

- continuation of the work on communicating IAS to different targets (general public, people 

interested in nature, scientists) 

- assessment of the use of Codes of Conduct and their effects 

- promotion of existing European Codes of conduct (and promoting similar codes at world level, as 

principles and tools are basically the same) 

- threats to red list species by IAS and, in particular, effect of introduced herbivores on threatened 

endemics 

- support of existing efforts of fast risk analysis and prioritisation of species for prevention,  

containment or eradication  

- discuss with FAO possible common work on aquaculture and IAS 

- analysis of IAS problems in freshwater ecosystems, and of canals and recreational boating as 

pathways of dispersal of IAS 

 The group saw also a possible work of the Bern Convention (and the Group of experts) –in close 

collaboration with the European Commission- in examining in which ways third countries (i.e. non-

members of EU) could benefit from the information systems to be elaborated for the implementation 

of the dedicated legal instrument in preparation, once it is adopted and starts its implementation phase. 
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Third countries might also contribute with information on IAS in their territory, participate as 

appropriate in early warning / rapid response systems, etc. The Convention might also be a good 

framework to disseminate and extend good practice to the whole territory of the Convention, etc. 

Many possibilities of collaboration and synergy could be envisaged once the EU adopts an instrument 

on IAS. 

10. OTHER BUSINESS 

 No other business was raised. 
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BRUSSELS, Belgium. 

Tel :: +32 2 295 41 56.   Fax : +32 2 296 88 24.   E-mail: valentina.bastino@ec.europa.eu  

 

FRANCE / FRANCE 
Ms Nadia LE BOTLAN, Invasive Alien Species manager, Sous-direction de la protection des espèces 

et de leurs milieux, Direction de l'eau et de la biodiversité, MEDDE (Ministry of Environment), 

Grande Arche de la Défense - Paroi Sud, 92055 PARIS LA DEFENSE CEDEX. 

Tel: + 33 (0)1 40 81 35 42.   E-mail : Nadia.Le-Botlan@developpement-durable.gouv.fr  
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GEORGIA / GÉORGIE 
Ms Maka TSERETELI, Ministry of Environment, 17 Beliashvili street, 0159, TBILISI 

Tel : +995 599955552.   Fax: 995 32 2 72 72 32.   E-mail : m_tsereteli@yahoo.com  

 

HUNGARY / HONGRIE 
Mr Oliver VÁCZI Ph.D., Nature Conservation Specialist, Ecology Unit, Department of Nature 

Conservation, Ministry of Rural Development, Kossuth Lajos tér 11, H-1055 BUDAPEST. 

Tel: +36-1 79-52-409.   Fax: +36 1 79 50 080.   E-mail: oliver.vaczi@vm.gov.hu  

 

IRELAND / IRLANCE 

Mr Gerry LECKEY, Assistant Director, Species Protection Unit, National Parks and Wildlife Service, 

Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 7 Ely Place, DUBLIN 2 

Tel: +353 18883292.   Fax: +353 8883278.   E-mail: Gerry.Leckey@ahg.gov.ie or 

gerry.leckey@environ.ie  

 

ITALY / ITALIE 

Mr Giuseppe BRUNDU, Università degli Studi di Sassari, Dipartimento di Scienze delle Natura e del 

Territorio, Via Piandanna 4, 07100 SASSARI. 

Tel: + 39 079 228668.   Fax: +39 079 233600.   E-mail: gbrundu@uniss.it 

 

MALTA/ MALTE 

Ms Lisa Jane SCHEMBRI GAMBIN, Senior Environment Protection Officer, 

Ecosystems Management Unit, Environment Protection Directorate, Malta Environment and Planning 

Authority. Hexagon House, Spencer Hill, P.O Box 200, Marsa MRS 1000 MALTA  

Tel: +356 2290 7101/7102.   E-mail: lisa.schembri@mepa.org.mt; invasive.species@mepa.org.mt  

 

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / REPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA 

Ms Veronica JOSU, Deputy Head of Biodiversity and Natural Resources Department, Ministry of 

Environment, 9, Cosmonautilor Str., MD 2005 CHISINAU. 

Tel : +373 22 20 45 07.   Fax: +373 22 22 68 58.   E-mail : josu@mediu.gov.md  

 

POLAND / POLOGNE 
Mr Wojciech SOLARZ, Assistant Professor, Institute of Nature Conservation, Polish Academy of 

Sciences, Al. Mickiewicza 33, 31-120 KRAKÓW 

Tel : +48 609 440 104.   Fax: +48 12 632 24 32.   E-mail : solarz@iop.krakow.pl  

 

PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL 
Mr Paulo CARMO, Instituto da Conservação da Natureza e das Florestas, IP , Divisão de Gestão de 

Espécies da Fauna e da Flora, Rua de Santa Marta, 55, 1150-294 LISBOA. 

Tel : +351 213507900.   Fax: +351 213507986.   E-mail: carmopa0@gmail.com  

 

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE 

Mr Nicolae MANTA, Counselor, Ministry of Environment and Climate Change of Romania, Libertatii 

Blvd. No 12, BUCHAREST. 

Tel : +40 75 423 15 09.   Fax: +40 21 316 02 87.   E-mail : nicolae.manta@mmediu.ro  

 

SENEGAL / SÉNÉGAL 

Mr Moustapha MBAYE, Directeur adjoint des Parcs nationaux du Sénégal, Parc zoologique et 

forestier de Hann – Dakar Sénégal, B.P. 5135 DAKAR FANN. 

Tel : +221 33 832 23 09 or +221 77 642 92 15.   Fax : +221 33 832 23 11.   E-mail : 

aichayacine56@gmail.com or dpn@orange.sn  

[Apologised for absence / Excusé] 
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SLOVAK REPUBLIC / RÉPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUIE 
Ms Ema GOJDIČOVÁ, Deputy Director, Regional office of the State Nature Conservancy, Hlavná 93, 

080 01 PREŠOV. 

Tel:+421 51 7732.   Fax:+421 51 7724179.   E-mail: ema.gojdicova@sopsr.sk or egojdic@sopsr.sk 

 

SLOVENIA / SLOVÉNIE 

Ms Branka TAVZES, Undersecretary, Sector for nature protection, Ministry of Agriculture and the 

Environment, Dunajska cesta 22, SI – 1000 LJUBLJANA 

Tel: +386 (0)1 478 7397.   E-mail: branka.tavzes@gov.si 

 

SPAIN / ESPAGNE 

Mr Juan Luis RODRÍGUEZ LUENGO, Servicio de Biodiversidad, Gobierno de Canarias, C/José  de 

Zárate Penichet, 5-bajo, Edif. Arco Iris, 38070 S/C de Tenerife, Islas Canarias. 

Tel: +34 922 922 327.   Fax: +34 922 47 78 29.   E-mail : jrodlue@gobiernodecanarias.org  

 

SWEDEN / SUÈDE 
Ms Melanie JOSEFSSON, Policy Development Department, Swedish Environmental Protection 

Agency, SE 106 48 STOCKHOLM 

Tel: +46 (0)10-698 1541.   E-mail: Melanie.Josefsson@naturvardsverket.se  

 

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE 
Mr Gian-Reto WALTHER, Scientific Officer, Department of the Environment, Transport, Energy and 

Communications, Federal Office for the Environment FOEN, Species, Ecosystems, Landscapes 

Division, CH-3003 BERNE 

Tel. +41 (0)31 322 93 64 .   Fax +41 (0)31 323 89 74.   E-mail : gian-reto.walther@bafu.admin.ch  

 

TURKEY / TURQUIE 

Mr Aybars ALTIPARMAK, General Directorate of Nature Conservation and National Parks, Ministry 

of Forestry and Water Affairs, Söğütözü Cad. 14/E Söğütözü ANKARA 

Tel: .+90 312 207 59 20.   Fax: +90 312 207 59 59..   E-mail: aaltiparmak@ormansu.gov.tr  

 

Mr Nurettin TAS, General Directorate of Nature Conservation and National Parks, Ministry of 

Forestry and Water Affairs, Söğütözü Cad. 14/E Söğütözü ANKARA 

Tel: .+90 ...   Fax: +90 ...   E-mail: … 

 

UKRAINE / UKRAINE 

Mr Volodymyr DOMASHLINETS, Head of Fauna Protection Division, Department of Protection of 

Natural Resources, Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, Urytskogo str., 35, KYIV, 03035 

Tel.: +380 44 206 31 27.   Fax: +380 44 206 31 27 / 34.   E-mail: vdomashlinets@yahoo.com, or 

domashlinets@menr.gov.ua  

 

UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI 

Mr Craig LEE, Protected and non-native species, Department for Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs (DEFRA), 1/15 Temple Quay House, BRISTOL BS1 6EB. 

Tel: +44 (0)117 372 3536.   E-mail: Craig.Lee@defra.gsi.gov.uk.   Website:  www.defra.gov.uk 

 

Mr Peter ROBERTSON, Head of Wildlife Science, National Wildlife Management Centre, Animal 

Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency (AHVLA), Sand Hutton, YORK YO41 1LZ. 

Tel: +44 (0)1904 462067…   E-mail: peter.robertson@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk  
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II. OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS 

 

Agency for Nature and Forests 
Mr Hans VAN GOSSUM, Policy Advisor Species, Agency for Nature and Forest, Koning Albert II – 

Laan 20, B-1000 BRUSSELS, Belgium. 

Tel: +32 (0)2/553 81 15.   Fax: °32 2 553 81 05.   E-mail: hans.vangossum@lne.vlaanderen.be  

 

Humane Society International 

Mr Andrew KELLY, Wildlife Policy Advisor, Humane Society International, 2 Tallansfield Manor, 

Tallanstown, Dundalk, Co. Louth, Ireland 

Tel : +353 429374812.   E-mail : andrewrjkelly@gmail.com.  

 

Eurogroup for Animals 

Ms Staci McLENNAN, Policy Officer Wildlife , Eurogroup for Animals, Rue des Patriotes 6, 1000 

BRUSSELS, Belgium 

Tel : +32 (0)2 740 08 20.   Fax: +32 (0)2 740 08 29.   E-mail : s.mclennan@eurogroupforanimals.org  

 

High Institute of Agronomy Chott Meriem Sousse  Tunisia 

Ms Najla SAYARI, High Institute of Agronomy Chott Meriem Sousse, BP 47, 4042 CHOTT-

MERIEM (Sousse) 

Tel: +216 98 981 392.   Fax: =216 73 327 591.   E-mail: nagla_nd@yahoo.fr  

 

III. CONSULTANTS / EXPERTS CONSULTANTS 

 

Ms Sarah BRUNEL, Scientific Officer “Invasive Alien Plants”, European and Mediterranean Plant 

Protection Organisation (EPPO /OEPP), 21 Bld Richard Lenoir, 75011 PARIS, France. 

Tel : +33-1-45-20-77-94.   Fax: +33-1-70-76-65-47.   E-mail : sb@eppo.fr  

 

Mr Piero GENOVESI, Senior Conservation Officer, ISPRA - Institute for Environmental Protection 

and Research; IUCN ISSG, Via Vitaliano Brancati 48, I-00144 ROME, Italy. 

Tel : +39 06 50072645.   Fax: +39 051 796628.   E-mail : piero.genovesi@isprambiente.it  

 

Mr Matthias HALWART, Aquaculture Management and Conservation Service, FAO Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Department, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00153 ROME, Italy 

E-mail: Matthias.Halwart@fao.org] 

 

Ms Helen ROY, Principal Scientist, NERC Centre for Ecology & Hydrology, Wallingford, OX10 

8BB, United Kingdom. 

Tel: +44 1491 692252.   E-mail: hele@ceh.ac.uk  

 

Mr Mark Gareth OWEN, Angling Trust, The Shrubbery, Acresford Road, Overseal, Derbyshire, DE12 

6HX, United Kingdom. 

Tel +44 1283761172.   E-mail : Mark.owen@anglingtrust.net  

 

Mr Andrea MONACO, Naturalist, Regional Parks Agency - Lazio Region, Agenzia Regionale Parchi-

Regionale Lazio, Via del Pescaccio 96, I-00166 ROME, Italy. 

Tel: +39 06 5168 7320.   Fax: +39 06 5168 7392.   E-mail: amonaco@regione.lazio.it or 

monaco.arp@parchilazio.it  
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IV. SECRETARIAT / SECRETARIAT 

 

Council of Europe / Conseil de l’Europe, Directorate of Democratic Governance / Direction de la 

Gouvernance démocratique, F-67075 STRASBOURG CEDEX, France Tel : +33 3 88 41 20 00.   

Fax : +33 3 88 41 37 51 

 

Mr Eladio FERNÁNDEZ-GALIANO, Head of the Democratic Initiatives Department / Chef du 

Service des Initiatives démocratiques 

Tel : +33 3 88 41 22 59   Fax : +33 3 88 41 37 51   E-mail : eladio.fernandez-galiano@coe.int 

 

Ms Lilia KOLOMBET, Administrator, Biodiversity Unit / Administrateur, Unité de la Biodiversité 

Tel : +33 390 21 53 85.   Fax : +33 3 88 41 37 51   E-mail : lilia.kolombet@coe.int 

 

Ms Véronique de CUSSAC, Biodiversity Unit / Unité de la Biodiversité 

Tel : +33 3 88 41 34 76   Fax : +33 3 88 41 37 51.   E-mail : veronique.decussac@coe.int 

mailto:eladio.fernandezgaliano@coe.fr
mailto:lilia.kolombet@coe.int
mailto:veronique.decussac@coe.int


 - 17 -  T-PVS (2013) 5 

 

 

 

Appendix 2 

 
 

Bern Convention Group of Experts 

on Invasive Alien Species 

 

10
th

 meeting 

Alghero, Sardinia (Italy), 20-22 June 2013 

__________ 

 

DRAFT AGENDA 
 

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING BY THE CHAIR 
by Ms Branka Tavzes (Slovenia) 

2. WELCOME BY ITALIAN AUTHORITIES  
by Mr Giuseppe Brundu (Italy) 

3. ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA 

 Relevant document :  T-PVS (2011) 6  Report of the 9th meeting 

4.  INTRODUCTION BY THE SECRETARIAT: PROGRESS ON INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES UNDER 

THE CONVENTION WITH OTHER BERN CONVENTION INITIATIVES.  

 Relevant Recommendations adopted by the Standing Committee since 2011 

 Relevant documents :  T-PVS/Notes (2013) 3  Relevant adopted texts 

 T-PVS/Inf (2011) 8 rev.- Charter on Biological Diversity on Islands 

 T-PVS/Inf 2011) 1 rev – Code of Conduct on Pets and IAS 

 T-PVS/Inf (2012) 19 – IUCN Guidelines on Re-introductions and other conservation 

translocations 

 T-PVS/Inf 2012) 1 – European Code of Conduct for Botanical Gardens on IAS 

 T-PVS/Inf (2011) 26 – European Code of Conduct on Zoological Gardens and Aquaria and IAS 

 Recommendation No. 153 (2011) on the Charter on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of 

Biological Diversity on European Islands 

 Recommendation No. 154 (2011) on the European Code of Conduct on Pets and Invasive Alien 

Species 

 Recommendation No. 158 (2012) on Conservation translocations under changing climatic 

conditions 

 Recommentation No. 160 (2012) on the European Code of Conduct for Botanical Gardens on 

Invasive Alien Species 

 Recommendation No. 161 (2012) on the European Code of Conduct for Zoological Gardens and 

Aquaria on Invasive Alien Species 

5. IMPLEMENTATION BY STATES OF THE EUROPEAN STRATEGY ON IAS - National reports  

Relevant document :   T-PVS/Inf (2013) 4 – National Reports 

 The delegations of Armenia, Malta, Poland, Slovenia and United Kingdom will be invited to 

make short (7-10 minutes) presentations. 
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6. REPORTS FROM INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS AND OTHER [10 minutes each] 

6.1 Status of global work on IAS by the Chair of ISSG (IUCN)  

 by Mr Piero Genovesi 

6.2 European Commission work on Invasive Alien Species: progress in the elaboration of a 

dedicated legislative instrument on IAS 

by Ms Valentina Bastino (European Commission) 

6.3 Progress on the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organisation (EPPO) 

by Ms Sarah Brunel 

6.4 Progress on DAISIE database  

 by Ms Helen Roy 

6.5 Progress on NOBANIS portal  

 by Ms Melanie Josefsson 

6.6 Applying the Island Biodiversity Charter and its Action Plan to the Canary Islands: recent 

work on IAS control 

 by Mr Juan Luis Rodríguez Luengo 

7.  CODES OF CONDUCT 

7.1 Prioritisation of Pathway for Codes of Conduct 

 by Ms Helen Roy 

Relevant document :   T-PVS/Inf (2013) 2 

7.2 Code of conduct on Hunting and IAS  

 by Mr Andrea Monaco 

Relevant document :  T-PVS/Inf (2013) 20  

7.3 Code of conduct on Recreational Fishing and IAS 

 by Mr Mark Owen 

Relevant document :  T-PVS/Inf (2013) 1+ addendum 

7.4 Information on global Codes of Conduct in marine and freshwater ecosystems 

 by Mr Matthias Halwart, FAO 

8. IAS AND PROTECTED AREAS 

8.1 European Guidelines on Protected Areas and IAS 

 by Mr Andrea Monaco 

Relevant document :  T-PVS/Inf (2013) 22 

9. PROPOSALS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE TO THE BERN CONVENTION: WORK AHEAD 

10. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 

11. OTHER BUSINESS 
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Appendix 3 

 

NATIONAL REPORTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS ON 

IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES 
 

 These are to be found in document T-PVS (2013) 5 addendum. 
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Appendix 4 

 

 

Convention on the Conservation 

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats 

 

Standing Committee 

Draft Recommendation No. … (2013) of the Standing Committee, examined on 6 

December 2013, on the European Code of Conduct on Hunting and Invasive Alien 

Species 

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural 

Habitats, acting under the terms of Article 14 of the Convention;  

Having regard to the aim of the Convention which is notably to ensure the conservation of wild flora and 

fauna, by giving particular attention to species, including migratory species, which are threatened with 

extinction and vulnerable; 

Recalling that under Article 11, paragraph 2.b of the Convention, each Contracting Party undertakes to 

strictly control the introduction of non-native species; 

Recalling its Recommendation No. 99 (2003) on the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species; 

Recalling its Recommendation No. 128 (2007) on the European Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity; 

Having regard to the EC’s Sustainable Hunting Initiative; 

Recalling Decision VI/23 of the 6th Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 

on Alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species, and the definitions used in that text; 

Recalling that the 10th Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity adopted the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 with its 20 Aichi targets for 2020, in particular Target 9 

devoted to invasive alien species (IAS): “By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways are identified and 

prioritised, priority species are controlled or eradicated, and measures are in place to manage pathways to 

prevent their introduction and establishment”; 

Welcoming the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020, endorsed by the Council of the European Union in 

June 2011, and in particular its Target 5, calling on Member States to combat IAS so that by 2020 IAS 

and their pathways are identified and prioritised, priority species are controlled or eradicated, and 

pathways are managed to prevent the introduction and establishment of new IAS; 

Noting the need to co-operate with all the actors involved in hunting activities in the prevention of the 

entry, release and spread of IAS into the territory of the Convention; 

Referring to the European Code of Conduct on Hunting and Invasive Alien Species [document 

T-PVS/Inf (2013) 20]; 

Recommends that Contracting Parties: 

1. Take the European Code of Conduct mentioned above into account while drawing up other relevant 

codes - or where appropriate - draw up national codes of conduct on hunting and IAS; 

2. Collaborate as appropriate with the private sector involved in hunting activities in implementing and 

helping disseminate good practices and codes of conduct aimed at preventing entry, release and 

spread of invasive alien species; 

3. Keep the Standing Committee informed of measures taken to implement this recommendation. 

Invites Observer States to take note of this recommendation and implement it as appropriate.  
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Appendix 5 

 

 

 

Convention on the Conservation 

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats 

 

Standing Committee 

Draft Recommendation No. … (2013) of the Standing Committee, examined on 6 

December 2013, on the European Guidelines on Protected Areas and Invasive Alien 

Species 

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural 

Habitats, in accordance with Article 14 of the Convention, 

Having regard to the aim of the Convention which is notably to ensure the conservation of wild flora and 

fauna, by giving particular attention to species, including migratory species, which are threatened with 

extinction and vulnerable; 

Recalling that under Article 11, paragraph 2.b of the Convention, each Contracting Party undertakes to 

strictly control the introduction of non-native species; 

Recalling Decision VI/23 of the 6
th
 Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 

on Alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species, and the definitions used in that text, as 

well as the conservation guidelines of the Africa-Eurasian Migratory Waterfowl Agreement; 

Recalling its Recommendation No. 99 (2003) on the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species; 

Recalling that the 10th Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity adopted the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 with its 20 headline Aichi targets for 2020, in particular Target 

9 devoted to invasive alien species (IAS): “By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways are identified 

and prioritised, priority species are controlled or eradicated, and measures are in place to manage 

pathways to prevent their introduction and establishment”; 

Welcoming the EU biodiversity strategy to 2020, adopted by the Council of the European Union in June 

2011, and in particular its Target 5, calling on Member States to combat IAS so that by 2020, IAS and 

their pathways are identified and prioritised, priority species are controlled or eradicated, and pathways 

are managed to prevent the introduction and establishment of new IAS; 

Welcoming the efforts of States to build sound ecological networks in the framework of the Convention 

and the Council Directive 92/43/33C on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and 

Flora, in particular the Emerald Network and the Natura 2000 Network; 

Conscious that protected areas are indeed very appropriate places where to study, control and contain the 

spread of invasive alien species; 

Referring to the European Guidelines on Protected Areas and Invasive Alien Species [document 

T-PVS/Inf (2013) 22]; 

Recommends that Contracting Parties: 

1. draw up national strategies to control invasive alien species in protected areas, in particular there 

where endangered native flora and/or fauna may be at risk from such alien species; take into account 

in that context of the European Guidelines on Protected Areas and Invasive Alien Species mentioned 

above; 

  



T-PVS (2013) 5 - 22 - 
 

 
2. instruct managers of protected areas and other appropriate conservation staff to collaborate in the 

tasks involved in monitoring, control and containment of invasive alien species, making sure that 

management plans take due account of the need to deal with invasive alien species in protected 

areas; 

3. keep the Standing Committee informed of measures taken to implement this recommendation; 

Invites Observer States to take note of this recommendation and implement it as appropriate. 

 


