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On 14 and 15 September 2010, the Group of ExparBrotected Areas and Ecological Networks
held its 2“ meeting in Strasbourg.

Following its conclusions, the Standing Commitieevited to:

>
>

Y

Take note of the present report;

Take note in particular of the Declaration “Workitagether for Biodiversity” and welcome
the common work by the different bodies of the Guluof Europe in the field of biodiversity,
protected areas and climate change;

Welcome the good joint work of the Council of Eueagnd the EEA on ecological networks
and encourage EEA’'s and ETC-BD’s commitment towdtdare updates of the EUNIS
classification system in the light of the prograssde within the Emerald Network;

Take note of the updated map of biogeographicabnsgy

Adopt the translation of Res 4(1996) from the PalgaHabitats classification system to the
EUNIS one;

Adopt the proposed calendar for the implementatibthe Emerald Network of Areas of
Special Conservation Interest 2011-2020;

Adopt the proposed criteria for assessing the Natidists of proposed Areas of Special
Conservation Interest and the procedure for exangiand approving Emerald candidate sites;

Establish the status of “official candidate sités¥ proposed Emerald sites delivered to the
Secretariat;

Adopt the draft Information form for species andbitets to be integrated in the Bern
Convention Annexes and Resolutions.
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1. Opening of the meeting

Mr. Jacques Stein, Vice-Chairperson of the Groupxgerts, opened the meeting and welcomed
the participants (listed in Appendix I). He wishtem a very successful and fruitful meeting. Mr.
Stein apologised for the absence of the Chairperfgos. Maka Tsereteli, who was unable to attend
the meeting due to unforeseen commitments.

Mr. Eladio Fernandez Galiano, Head of the Coun€ilEarope’s Biological Diversity Unit,
informed on the important staff turnover that ocedrin the Unit. Mrs. Ivana d’Alessandro took over
the responsibility of Secretary of the Bern Coni@nfrom Mrs. Carolina Lasén Diaz while Ms Iva
Obretenova joined the Biological Diversity Unit amdl now be the responsible administrator for
Protected Areas and Ecological Networks. He alsesgmted Ms Daria Cherepanova, recently
recruited to foster the communication on the Beon¥@ntion’s activities.

2. Adoption of the agenda of the 2nd meeting of the Gup of experts

Document for adoption
T-PVS/PA (2010) 01 — Draft Agenda

The Secretariat presented the agenda, includinge stast minute minor changes mainly
concerning the order of the presentations. The Grofi Experts adopted the amended agenda
(Appendix II).

Mr Eladio Fernandez Galiano introduced the confextthe meeting’s debates, and insisted on
reminding the members of the Group of Experts that 2010 Biodiversity target has not been
achieved. The next Conference of the Parties taCitv@vention on Biological Diversity, to be held
from 18 — 29 October 2010 in Japan, will thus beotked to discussing the Post 2010 Biodiversity
Target and strategy. He stressed that the Bern éion’s Standing Committee and the GEPAEN
will have to pay particular attention to the follay of the COP10, more concretely with regards to
the implementation of the CBD Programme of Work Rnotected Areas (PoWPA). The Emerald
Network of Areas of Special Conservation Interegittivus contribute to the regional implementation
of the CBD PoWPA.

3. Decisions of the 29th meeting of the Standing Comttee of the Bern
Convention — Protection of natural habitats

Documents for information

T-PVS (2010) 4 - Extract from the report of th& S#anding Committee meeting

T-PVS (2009) 15 - Report of thé' ineeting of the Group of Experts on Protected Araad
Ecological Networks, September 2009, Strasbourg

The Secretariat briefly presented the decisionh@f29th meeting of the Standing Committee of
the Bern Convention concerning the work of this @prof Experts. The Committee acknowledged the
results achieved on the setting-up of the Emerativiirk (progress achieved under the frame of the
CoE/EU Joint Programme in Central and Eastern Eyrtipe pilot project in Morocco, the National
projects in Switzerland and Norway). The goal setie Bern Declaration is to complete the Emerald
Network by 2020. The Group of Experts is calledni@ke a series of proposals in relation to this,goal
which the Standing Committee will likewise adoptealdy this year. The Standing Committee also
welcomed the offer of co-operation made by the E&A\the basis of a 5-year implementation plan
and in a mid-term perspective.

4. Progress towards the setting-up of the Emerald netark: Phase |
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4.1. State of progress of the Join EU/CoE programméor the setting-up of the Emerald
Network in South Caucasus and in Central and Easter Europe

Documents for information

T-PVS (2010) 5 — Summary review of the constitutimtess and progress report of the Emerald
Network

T-PVS (2009) 8rev — Information document on therBlddNetwork

T-PVS/PA (2010) 6rev - State of Progress of the68/ Joint Programme on the setting-up of the
Emerald Network in 7 ENPI countries

The Secretariat informed the members of the Grbap the first document, T-PVS (2010) 5, is
meant to be updated and presented for informatioprogress every year. The second document, T-
PVS (2009) 8rev, presents the origins, history Bgaél basis of the Emerald Network and is not
meant to be regularly revised. The third documemVIS/PA (2010) 6 rev, presents the progress
achieved under the Joint Programme (JP) on theeiimgahtation of the Emerald Network in 7 ENPI
countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgialdédva, Russian Federation and Ukraine). All
national and sub-regional seminars were completeglanned, as well as the various contractual
requirements in the frame of the JP. The calermtadélivery of data by the 7 targeted countries was
reminded. Regarding the visibility of the projeet,fact-sheet presenting the programme will be
included in a dedicated brochure to be presentatdizuropean Commission at the COP10.

Mr. Marc Roekaerts, consultant, presented moreetaild the progress achieved under the JP. In
relation to the Emerald Phase | in the ENP regibe,consultant underlined that potential Emerald
sites were selected by all target countries, ebpitdistributed over bio-geographical regions. GIS
boundary data for the sites has also been prodasedell as for the habitats and species. The need
for an update of Resolution 4(1996) listing endaedaatural habitats requiring specific conservatio
measures appeared necessary during the implenoentztithe project. Indeed, significant data on
species neither included in the Bern Conventioe'solution nor in Annex | of the EU Habitats
Directive, was produced by the seven countriesolints for more than 2000 records on 750 species
and habitats. The delivery agenda for 2010 and ®2@%lalso been presented, noting that the finall tot
data delivery is expected in November 2011.

Mr. Alexei Lotman, Chair of the Committee on theviEanment, Agriculture and Local and
Regional affairs of the Parliamentary Assembly e Council of Europe questioned the expert on
how the sufficiency vs. insufficiency of data idat&on to the beginning of the evaluation proceks o
proposed Emerald sites is decided upon. Mr. Roekaetplained that the different phases of the
setting-up of the Emerald Network are very clead #mat within the frame of the pilot projects, as
well as the Joint Programme, these phases arectedpéie reminded that the Phase | is not only
aimed at the delivery of a list of proposed Emesdties. The data delivered should be assessedsagain
its clarity and the amount of species and habitatsicludes. For what concerns the scientific
assessment of data, this concerns Phase Il ofrttegdid Process. For the time being, it is agreed no
to start the scientific assessment of data ungildbuntries deliver a database containing at &@%t
of the potential Emerald sites. This percentagebegsn estimated to be the only one allowing for an
evaluation which can really take into account thignate goal of the Emerald Network, which is the
long-term survival of the species and habitats.

4.2. Results of the first pilot project for the seing-up of the Emerald Network in Morocco

Documentsfor information
T-PVS (2010) 7 - Report on the designation of ptetkareas in Morocco

Mrs. Hayat Mesbah, Head of the Wildlife Conservat®ervice at the Haut Commissariat aux
Eaux et Foréts et a la Lutte contre la Diversifaratook the floor to present the final resultstioé
pilot Emerald project in Morocco. She first strebsige significant biodiversity her country presents
the Mediterranean region. The identification of itetb and species in Morocco has been carried out
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based on two strategic reports/studies and byeatsioc team composed of researchers and teachers o
different subject matters. 36 habitats, 23 flord 486 fauna species have been identified accotding
Resolutions 4(1996) and 6(1998) of the Bern Conwgantas well as the distribution data linked to
them. The choice on the proposed Areas of Speaab€lvation interest has been made according to
four main criteria: ecosystem representation, gmalgjcal position, data availability and the pregenc
of legal conservation status. The latter one ha® lidentified as very important for the scientéicd
management teams of the project.

Mrs. Ivana d’Alessandro thanked Mrs. Mesbah for phesentation and for the impressive and
inspiring work done by the project team in Morocatihough achieved in the frame of a very small
project. She underlined that Morocco is the firfican Contracting Party to finalise an Emerald®il
Project and launched an appeal to all Contractingidd of the Bern Convention to contribute
financially to the next phases of the setting-upghef Emerald Network in Morocco. Reacting to the
presentation, Mrs. Marie-Christine Grillo-Compulseo from ACCOBAMS congratulated the
achievements accomplished by Morocco under thist jpitoject, but insisted on the importance of
including marine areas in their future work on pobed areas, as well as to work more with other
cooperative and legal tools for the conservatiomafine biodiversity.

4.3. Reports and communications by national delegans on the developments of the
Emerald Network

The delegate from Switzerland, Mr. Olivier Bibarfdrmed that his country has already submitted
a list of 37 proposed Emerald sites to the Bernv@ntion’s Secretariat. However, he questioned the
procedure suggested for asking the assistances &HA for the assessment of the proposed Emerald
sites. In fact, Mr. Biber considers that it shonlat be up to the Contracting Parties to request EEA
assistance, but to the Secretariat of the Couridiuvope on behalf of its Member States. He also
stressed that it is of key importance that the B&nvention sends a strong sign to the differensSw
Cantons by providing a feedback on the 37 propsged as recognition of their efforts. The Cantons
hold the mandate for nature conservation and theik so far should be recognised in one way or
another, even though the 37 sites represent o8R/df/the possible sites in Switzerland.

Mrs. Dominique Richard, from the European Topic @zon Biological Diversity, explained that
the European Environmental Agency would appreciateiving official letters requesting assistance,
directly from the Countries which fall under its maate: this would show their commitment towards
its work. However, in the particular case of Swilzed, it could be acceptable to receive such a
request directly from the Council of Europe.

The Group decided to include in the Draft ProgramofieActivities for 2011, a National
Workshop gathering the Swiss experts for the Erddxatwork, the EEA and the Council of Europe,
in order to carry-out the technical assessmenhefdata provided (prior to the scientific one) and
ensure the political support and commitment of ¢aetons to the Emerald process. In addition, the
Council of Europe will address the ETC-BD, as veslthe EEA national focal point in Switzerland,
asking them to consider the opportunities to prddeghe scientific assessment of the proposed site
in this country as from 2011, although these doraptesent yet 80% of the possible Emerald sites in
the country.

The delegate from Serbia, Mrs. Snezana Prokic,epted a recently released brochure on the
Emerald Network and its achievements in Serbia. &bke informed that her country is currently
implementing a new project on Natura 2000, fundetP®. She underlined that the work in the frame
of this project is based on the work on the Emelkativork.

The delegate from the Russian Federation, Dr Njk&abolev, explained that since 2009 the
EU/CoE Joint Programme on the implementation orEimerald Network helped the identification of
more than 300 potential Emerald sites. The maindithe project as far as the Russian Federation is
concerned is the identification of at least 50 %hef potential Emerald sites in European Russia.
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These sites are meant to be the core areas of8R&l.PAs far as the development of territorial
planning schemes for all the administrative regi@nsoncerned, a long-term territorial planning on
the basis of biodiversity and landscape approastbabn adopted.

The delegate from Norway, Mr. Tore Opdahl, infornted Group of Experts that during the last
two years a consultant has been hired by the NdameDirectorate for Nature management to
evaluate a subset of the nationally Protected Aasasandidates to the Emerald Network. From the
total number of nationally Protected Areas whici93, including the 11 sites from the pilot project
the evaluation by the consultant concluded thagi&3 should be proposed as Emerald sites (ASCIs).
They cover more than 7% of the total country teryit Mr. Opdahl underlined that his country
supports the concerns expressed by the Swiss telega the need for a quick progress on the
evaluation of the already proposed sites, mainly golitical reasons. In 2009, the Norwegian
Biodiversity Centre launched a new classificatigatem for Habitats and Ecosystems. Mr. Opdahl
explained that he is optimistic that this new Hatbénd Ecosystem classification system will be
helpful to overcome the “habitat translation isSubsy have encountered. A decision has been made
that a preparatory Seminar, following the samectiine as the one to be planned in Switzerland, will
be organized in Norway in 2011.

Dr. Angela Lozan from Moldova informed the Grouptthwvithin the framework of the EU/CoE
Joint Programme, a first set of data was delivéme2009. GIS for 4 habitats has been achieved and
GIS preparation for 10 selected species. The Spduimgeographical table was performed for 75
species, while the Habitats biogeographical talde performed for 12 habitats. They are expecting to
cover the objective for 2010 and to deliver 60%tlué data as planned. The proposed areas for
Emerald Network is 11, 23% of the total area ofRepublic of Moldova.

The representative of Armenia, Mrs. Hasmik Galaohyaformed the group on the achievements
since the beginning of the implementation of the/&E Joint Programme in her country. Seven
ecosystems and their mapping, as well as the desgadad maps in GIS have been prepared. The
databases and maps in GIS on 15 animal, 3 plarijrd3pecies and 7 ecosystems have been set up.
The country’s team is currently preparing the 28atx delivery according to the planning.

Dr. Leonid Protsenko from Ukraine presented théeagments from his country and underlined
that the national team believes that the best wagetect and propose the Emerald sites is to choose
them from the nationally protected sites alreadgterg. This is, in the team’s view, the best way t
ensure the long-term protection of species andtdisbas well as their good management. However,
he underlined that there is a need to work on mhdit sites without special protection, i.e. wetlan
There is a will in his country to involve the youggnerations in the work towards nature consematio
in general. The Association of biology teacherthiss closely involved in the current CoE/EU project
in order to contribute to the review of database, e

5. Progress towards the setting-up of the Emerald Netork: Entering
Phase Il

5.1. Third technical coordination meeting betweenhte Council of Europe and the European
Environment Agency

The Secretariat informed the Group of Experts o mbsults from the coordination meeting
between the Council of Europe and the Europeanr&mvient Agency (18 March 2010). The meeting
was dedicated to the elaboration of a work progranintiuding deadlines, for the implementation of
the Memorandum of Understanding between both osg#ions. As regards the assessment of the
proposed Emerald sites, countries have been dividdtiree groups, according to their progress
within the process:
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® |celand, Norway and Switzerland: the assessmentbeadone by the EEA upon
request from national Governments. Norway alreadyiested this and the Council of
Europe will do it on behalf of Switzerland.

® Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Monteogdgserbia and “the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” (CARDS project’'staja the Council of Europe
and the EEA will jointly organise two biogeograpicseminars. The first one is
scheduled to take place on 23-24 November 201Qrasi$urg; and the second one
will be held in 2011.

=  Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Bhessian Federation and Ukraine
(ENPI East Emerald Joint Programme): The issuehef dssessment of the sites
submitted by these countries will be discussedlates stage.

Mrs. Dominique Richard informed that since 200%& ®BEA works with the EU neighboring
countries on issues such as waste and climate ehblogvever, biodiversity could be a priority issue
for EEA in the ENP region in the near future. lfation to the first biogeographical seminar planned
to be organised on 23 and 24 November, Mrs Richesidted that they are still expecting to receive
the related funding from the EEA and that it cob&limportant that alternative dates are decided for
its organisation in case the funds are receivetl witlelay. She again reminded that this will be a
preparatory biogeographical seminar and will tartiet six West Balkan countries which have
previously participated in a CARDS project on thedting-up of the Emerald Network in their
respective countries. It will aim at beginning Hesessment of their Emerald sites proposals.

The delegate from Iceland, Mr. Ottosson, explaitied his country is now candidate for joining
the European Union. The decision over approachingob the EEA already regarding the proposed
Emerald sites in Iceland depends on news regatbeigEU accession.

The delegate from France thanked the Secretarahéoefforts in building-up synergies with the
EEA and offered their support for the Emerald Netwanplementation, the follow-up of the
constitution process in South Eastern Europe, laada-operation with the EEA.

5.2. Procedure of evaluation and acceptation of thareas of special conservation interest of
the Emerald Network

Documentsfor information

T-PVS Emerald (2007) 03 — Proposal for setting wpega for assessing the National Lists of
proposed Areas of Special Conservation InteresC{AS

T-PVS Emerald (2005) 9 - General principles of phecedure for examining and approving Emerald
sites proposed by States

Mr. Marc Roekaerts briefly presented both documenentioned above. These consisted in
proposals from the Secretariat, which the Standdognmittee has never adopted. However, both
documents are essential for progressing in thélksttenent of the Emerald Network, as they describe
on the one hand the criteria for carrying-out ttierstific evaluation of the data, and on the othemd
the procedure to follow for submitting the candedsaites to the Standing Committee. Both documents
are nevertheless out of date and need to be redig@earing in mind the Bern Declaration and the
urgency to speed-up the constitution process, thepsdecided the following:

= A slightly revised version of both documents wik Isent by e-mail for comments to the
members of the Group, on Monday 20/09. Three wedhksbe given for the reception of
comments, theleadline thus being 10 October 2010

= Arevised Draft version will be prepared by Mr. Raerts with the assistance of the EEA, and
submitted to the Bern Convention Standing Commibe@nalysis and possible adoption.
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= The draft agenda of the Bern Convention standingu@istee will be changed in order to
allow for a debate on the draft criteria for Emdrsittes evaluation during the first day of the
Standing Committee meeting.

= The Group requests the Standing Committee to affjciacknowledge reception of the
candidate Emerald sites, by introducing the stafuandidate Emerald Sites”, prior to the
scientific evaluation.

5.3. Harmonising the Emerald and the NATURA 2000 Nevorks: integrating the EUNIS
system

Mr. Marc Roekaerts informed the participants one¢hrkey difficulties arising when the
harmonisation of the Emerald NETWORK and NATURA Q0§ at stake: the format of the Standard
Data Form for sites, the inclusion of marine regioams well as the classification system used fer th
Emerald Network. He also presented a SWOT anabfsResolution 4(1996) classification system.
Mr. Otars Opermanis from the ETC-BD also took theoif to explain that the multiplication of
guiding documents is further complicating the takleciding on unique criteria for the evaluatidn o
proposed Emerald sites.

Mrs. Dominique Richard insisted on what exactlyaisstake by explaining that the EUNIS
classification system is also used under NATURA®RGOd that EEA is supportive and ready to take
into account the data submitted through the EmeXatavork in EUNIS revisions’ process. Annex 1
of the Habitats Directive is a selection of targettabitats under NATURA 2000. EUNIS is thus used
because it is the only system allowing for furthpdates as it is able to encompass any new Habitats
at a higher level and provides a common vocabwdariabitats for the European Continent.

Mr. Jan Plesnik from the Czech Republic also uned that EUNIS is the only permanent
database available, and suggested that the Graaghees Standing Committee to officially support the
EEA in its work towards EUNIS updates, as well agnsure that ETC-BD is committed to update
EUNIS system in the light of the progress made iwithe Emerald Network.

After a thorough discussion between the membetiseoGGroup of Experts, the following has been
decided:

= A translation of the existing Units of Resolutiof1296) (so far using the Palearctic Habitats
classification system) towards the EUNIS habitdessification should be operated. This
would enable to update Resolution 4(1996) when sszog in the future by relying to an
officially established organism responsible foegrating the habitat’s classification with new
habitat types.

= Resolution 4(1996) using the EUNIS habitat clasatfon will be sent to the members of the
Group by e-mail, with a three weeks for commeh@10/2010 being the deadline for their
reception.

= The Group will ask the Standing Committee to eneldie revised version of Resolution
4(1996)

= The Secretariat will address the EEA, to ensur¢ the work towards the update of the
EUNIS system according is done taking into accdbatvarious Emerald projects led by the
Council of Europe.

5.4. Updating the calendar of the Emerald phases

Document for adoption
T-PVS/PA (2010) 8 - Draft Calendar for the impletagion of the Emerald Network of Areas of
Special Conservation Interest 2011-2020

Mr. Marc Roekaerts presented the draft Calendathimplementation of the Emerald Network
of Areas of Special Conservation Interest for tleeiqul 2011-2020. Mr. Roekaerts insisted on the
good use of the three phases of the Emerald coiistit process and explained that the work
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programme up to 2020 is presented using the clefinitons of these three phases. Several
delegations called for more flexibility within thilifferent stages as well as for speeding up thega®
mainly for political reason. The Group of Experecidled that the document would be circulated for
comments, the deadline being set for 10/10/2010.

5.5. Draft Information Form for proposed species ad habitats

Document for information
T-PVS/PA (2010) 02 - Draft Information Form for Sigs or Habitats

The Group of Experts decided that three weeks garould be given to members of the Group
for comments and suggestions to update the draftrhation Form.The deadline for the reception
of comments is thus set to 10/10/2010

5.6. The “Emerald Barometer”, the updated Biogeogrphical regions’ map and state of
progress on the update of the Interpretation Manuabf Resolution No. 4

After a discussion on the state of readiness ofath@eve-mentioned documents and tools, the
Group of Experts decided that the Emerald Baromsteuld be developed in line with the criteria
used for the NATURA 2000 Barometer. The work onHEmeerald Barometer should be developed at a
later stage and presented again to the Group adrEsxm 2011.

In relation to the Biogeographical regions’ map,. Moekaerts will continue working on the
document and send it to the members of the Groupdimments and suggestions, prior to submitting
it for possible adoption to the Bern Conventionn8tag Committee.

As far as the Interpretation Manual of Resolutionis4concerned, the Council of Europe
Secretariat informed the Group that the documeptasented only for information for the moment. It
is within the framework of the Joint Programme ba $etting-up of the Emerald Network in the seven
ENPI countries that most of the work on this Manisaturrently done. The deadline for receiving
comments on the Manual is foreseen for 30 Nover2b&0.

6. Ecological networks and Protected Areas in other f@a
6.1. Information on recent European meetings and itiatives of interest for the Group

The Secretariat briefly presented the results ef @onference organised in the frame of the
Spanish Presidency of the European Union “Post-ZBibdiversity Vision and Target: the role of
protected areas and ecological networks in Europleé. Conference adopted the so-called “Cibeles”
priorities for halting the loss of biodiversity iBurope. These are linked to, among others, the
ecosystem services, the integration of biodiversityo agriculture and fishing, the marine
environment, etc. A second Conference was alsontgd under the auspices of the Belgian
Presidency of the EU in September 2010, where dhaes of birds protection, the evaluation of
ecosystem services as well as how to implemennéve objectives for 2020 have been discussed.
During both meetings, the Secretariat insistedhenimportance to take the message on EU priorities
in the field to Nagoya, when the global 2020 obyess for biodiversity will be decided upon. In time
of economic crisis biodiversity should be seen asvayy out of the crisis, helping to ensure
sustainability.

Mr. Boris Erg from IUCN presented the results o# tiranada Climate Change and Protected
Area Summit, 18-19 November 2009. The main reduti® Summit was the adoption of PACT 2020
(Protected Areas and Climate Turnaround), a 5-yelésw-up programme for science, policy and
practice of protected areas in climate change atitg and adaptation. Mr. Erg underlined why
protected areas and their extension the Ecolojiebdorks are important. He further stressed thiat it
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still of vital importance to continue campaignirgy biodiversity as crucial areas and species dfe st
out of the protected areas.

Mrs. Edith Wenger, from European Environmental Burepresented the European biodiversity
day, organized in Strasbourg, 28 April 2010. Shdevimed that this was an initiative of the OING
Conference, in cooperation with the Parliamentasgeinbly of the Council of Europe, the Congress
of Local and Regional Authorities as well as ther8griat of the Bern Convention. The meeting
produced the Declaration “Working together for Buausity”. By signing this Declaration the three
bodies have committed themselves to pursuing thetion at pan-European level to improve
biodiversity, protect natural areas and fight agaiclimate change. They particularly called on
governments to recognise the right to a healthyrenment as an integral part of human rights. In
relation to the results of the European BiodivgrEiay, Mr. Jan Plesnik proposed that the Group of
Experts asks the Bern Convention Standing Committetake note of the Declaration “Working
together for Biodiversity” and to welcome the conmwork by the different bodies of the Council of
Europe in the field of biodiversity, protected a@ad climate change.

The Secretariat presented the work of two otheuf@smf Experts within the Bern Convention.
The Biodiversity and climate change Group was egtdbur years before the signature of the Bern
Convention. The work of the group and his innowatiliinking was taken on board by various other
bodies ever since. Last year, the group developegart on protected areas and climate change. This
report is now published. Three additional reports @ender development at the moment: on climate
change and mountains, on islands and climate chemmgyen forest fires. Other various discussions are
also taking place within the frame of the Bern Gamtion: what to do with species without habitats,
with migration systems, invasive alien species, € Bern Convention Groups of Experts should
not be working in isolation, be regularly get infaed and possibly involved in each others’ work.

7. Implementing the Pan-European Ecological Network:égal
instruments, good practices and challenges for tHeture

7.1. Work by other international Conventions

In a statement, Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Stame of the Convention on Biological
Diversity addressed the members of the Group ofeEsp Several International Conventions of
interest to the Group of Experts were presented.Tdbias Salathé informed the Group on the recent
developments achieved under the Ramsar ConvemdlanAbederrahmen Gannoun, Director of the
CAR/ASP established under the Barcelona Conventimsented the main features of the Convention
as well as its Specially Protected Areas and Biolddiversity Protocol. Mr. Yann Kohler from the
Permanent Secretariat of the Alpine Convention tibakfloor to present the Platform of Ecological
networks under the Alpine Convention. Mr. Giacomeilani, representing the Interim Secretariat of
the Carpathian Convention, briefly presented thew@ntion and the creation of a Biological Diversity
Working Group.

7.2. Improving coherence and connectivity

Mr. Marco Cipriani, from the European Commission [EAvironment presented the state of
development of NATURA 2000. NATURA 2000 is the lastj co-ordinated network of conservation
areas in the world, covering around 17% of thelt&d territory. Mr. Cipriani insisted on the
mechanism for the selection of NATURA 2000 sited aome of their most important features. He
further shared information on the first EU-wide essnent of the state of biodiversity and reminded
that the ultimate objective of NATURA 2000 is tosere that the species and habitats types reach
«favourable conservation status». Some of the kelnigs of the assessment show that only 17% of
species/habitats deemed to be in favourable coamsenvstatus, while 50% of species and up to 80%
of habitats are in unfavourable status. Habitat®@ated with agriculture show worse conservation
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status. He concluded his presentation by inforntihreg Members of the Group on the management
tools and procedures of NATURA 2000 and on the vadr&ad for ensuring an effective management.

Mrs Dominique Richard from the European Topic Cemin Biological Diversity took the floor to
inform the Members of the Group of Experts on tB#SSand BISE tools for reporting and accessing
information on Ecological Networks and their adies. Mrs Richard underlined that the idea behind
SEIS (Shared Environmental Information System)hie theed to reduce the burden of different
reporting systems for countries and the Underetgdodpportunities offered by modern technologies.
SEIS thus aims at improving the flexibility and piifying the data reporting by countries. Mrs
Richard underlined that among the next prioritieEBA is to be expand the use of SEIS to the ENPI
and Mediterranean countries. As far as BISE (Biediity Information System for Europe) is
concerned, Mrs. Richard first reported on the reagsif the creation of BISE: the need to hold robust
data on the state and threats of biodiversity,dfare to succeed in the implementation, monitoring
and further improvement of biodiversity policies Europe. BISE content and services will be
developed in collaboration with key users and imfation providers so that it meets the information
needs of the post-2010 biodiversity vision andatgdor the EU. Five entry points are created lier t
BISE gateway: on policy, on topics, on data, oreaesh and on countries and networks. She further
illustrated with visual tools the look and use ¢8B and invited participants to visit BISE’s portat
more information.

Mr. Boris Erg from IUCN SEE underlined the benetitdransboundary conservation ad protected
areas. He also informed on definition of transb@upanigratory corridors and described several case
studies of such migratory corridors: the Europeage® Belt initiative, the Dinaric Arc Initiative dn
the Ecological Network for the Sava River. Dr Lamece Jones-Walters from ECNC also took the
floor to develop on the future priorities for ecgical Networks as well as on the differences and
similarities between green infrastructures and agiohl networks. Mr. Jan Plesnik informed the
Group on recent initiatives developed by ENCA (Epa@an Network of Heads of Nature Conservation
Agencies). Mr. Plesnik insisted on ENCA's belieliattprotected areas are focal points for maintaing
healthy nature, but should be managed through &-osd approach.

8. Taking stock on the PEEN: National and sub-regionalipdates

Representatives from Croatia (Ms Ramona Topic)mfidoldova (Dr. Angela Lozan), from
Serbia (Ms. Snezana Prokic) and from Ukraine (Mzorid Protsenko) took the floor in order to
present the latest developments in their respectumtries concerning the establishment of the Pan-
European Ecological Network.

9. Transboundary co-operation for the implementation ¢ the PEEN

Mr. Atef Ouerghi, Programme Manager at the CAR/A®Btablished under the Barcelona
Convention, in Tunis, explained the work programrim Marine Protected Areas in the
Mediterranean area. Mr. Alexandre Mignotte from RAPFRANCE took the floor to present the
establishment of ecological corridors in the Alppss within the implementation of the ECONNECT
project (Ecological networks for more biodiversitythe Alps) that CIPRA FRANCE is working on
identifying the juridical obstacles, barriers angportunities to the development of ecological
connectivity at a transalpine scale. Mr. Leonidtgenko from the Interecocentre in Ukraine informed
the participants on the development of ecologicatidors in the Carpathians. He reported that the
establishment of two trans-boundary ecologicalidors (Ukraine, Poland, Romania) was undergone
in the framework of the project “Realizing transdbdary ecological connectivity in the Ukrainian
Carpathians” (2008-2010). Mr. Jacques Stein fromABME in Belgium invited the members of the
Group to consult his slides once they are publisirethe webpage of the Council of Europe/Emerald
Network. The lack of time prevented Mr. Stein frpnesenting in details the PBEPT project (Plan de
Base Ecologique et Paysager Transfrontalier).
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10. Future work of the Group of Experts

Document for adoption
T-PVS/PA (2010) 3 - Draft programme of activitiesldoudget for 2011

Mrs Ivana d’Alessandro took the floor to preseng¢ tork programme and introduced the
amendments that intervened according to the desigaken during the first day of the meeting of the
Group of Experts. Namely, two additional activitesse been introduced to the work programme, two
technical Seminars for the setting-up of the EnteiNgtwork in Switzerland and in Norway.

The lack of time prevented the members of the Grtupold a discussion on the current
developments and future of the PEEN, as well atherpresentations heard during both days. Mrs.
Ivana d’'Alessandro also regretted the delay inafpenda, due to the long presentations of the second
day of the meeting. She informed the Group thattketing in 2011 of the Group will be organised
accordingly and will allocate more time for disdoss and strategic thinking about PEEN, its
constitution and existing and possible synergig¢h thie Emerald Network.

11.Any other business

No other points were raised.

12 Closing of the meeting

The Chairperson thanked the participants for tlhetive participation, the Secretariat for the
organisation of the meeting and the interpreterstii@ir excellent work. He also expressed his
satisfaction with the successful meeting and wistedmembers of the Group a safe journey back
home.
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Annex 1

Albania / Albanie
Ms Elvana RAMAJ

Senior Expert, Ministry of Environment, Forests awhter Administration, Nature Protection

Directorate,

Rruga e. Durresit, No 27
TIRANA, Albania

Tel: +355 4 270 624

E-mail: eramaj@moe.gov.al
Web: www.moe.gov.al

Armenia / Arménie
Dr Hasmik GHALACHYAN

Head of Plant Resources Management Division, Mipisf Nature Protection of the Republic of

Armenia, Government Building 3, Republic Square,
375010 YEREVAN, Armenia

Tel: 437410 580 711

E-mail: hasmikghalachyan@yahoo.com

Azerbaijan / Azerbaijan

Mr Faig SADIGOV, Manager, Ministry of Ecology andtaral Resources
Istiglaliyyat 31,

AZ-1001, BAKU

Tel: +994 12 492 6023

E-mail: faig_sadigov@yahoo.com

Belgium/Belgique

Mr Jacques STEIN (Vice-chair of the Group of exgert
Département de I'Etude du Milieu naturel et agecol
Avenue Maréchal Juin, 23

B-5030 GEMBLOUX

Tel: +32 477 266046

E-mail: jacques.stein@spw.wallonie.be

Bosnia-Herzegovina/Boshie-Herzegovine (absent)
Ms Radmila BJELIC

Counsellor

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

71000 Sarajevo, Musala 2

E-mail: radmila.bjelic@mvp.gov.ba

Croatia / Croatie
Ms Ramona TOPIC, Head of the Section for Ecologitivork,

(apologies/excusé)
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State Institute for Nature Protection

Department for Evaluation of Admissibility of Intention to Nature
Trg Mazuranica 5, HR-10000 ZAGREB,

Tel/Fax: +385 (0)1 5502 929

E-mail: ramona.topic@dzzp.hr

Czech Republic / République tchéque

Dr Jan PLESNIK,

Advisor, Agency for Nature Conservation and LangscRBrotection of the Czech Republic,
Nuselska 39,

140 000 PRAHA 4, Czech Republic.

Tel: +420 241 082 114

E-mail: jan_plesnik@nature.cz

Estonia/Estonie

Ms Leelo KUKK

Deputy Head of the Environmental Board
Environmental Board

Narva mnt 7a

15172 Tallinn

Tel: +372 6272192

E-mail: leelo.kukk@keskkonnaamet.ee

Mr Mart KULVIK, PhD

Professor in Landscape Biodiversity and Heritagaaggment
Department of Landscape Management and Nature Gatisen
Institute of Agricultural and Environmental Scieace
Estonian University of Life Sciences

Kreutzwaldi 1, Tartu, 51014

Tel: + 372 5218104

E-mail: mart.kylvik@emu.ee

France

Mme Fanny LENDI RAMIREZ

Chargé de mission biodiversité, Direction de I’Aragament, du Logement et de la Nature, Ministere
de I'Ecologie et du Développement durable,

20 avenue de Ségur,

75302 PARIS 07 SP, France.

Tel: +33 (1) 42 19 19 48

E-mail: fanny.lendi-ramirez@developpement-duraldewgfr

Georgia / Géorgie (apologies/excusé)
Holy See / Saint-Siége (apologies/excusé)

Iceland/Islande

Mr Jon-Gunnar OTTOSSON

Director, Icelandic Institute of Natural History,
Hlemmur 3,

105 REYJKJAVIK, Iceland

Tel: +354 590 0500

E-mail: jgo@ni.is
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Latvia / Lettonie

Ms Vija BUSA

Head of Division, Ministry of Environment,
Peldu street 25,

1494 RIGA, Latvia

Tel: +371 7026519

E-mail: vija.busa@vidm.go.lv

Web: www.vidm.gov.lv

Liechtenstein (apologies/excuse)

Marocco/Maroc

Ms Hayat MESBAH

Chef de Service de la Conservation de la Flore éa dFaune Sauvages
Haut Commissariat aux Eaux et Foréts et a |la [@dietre la Désertification
3, rue Haroun Errachid, Agdal, Rabat

Tel : 212537 67 4270

E-mail: mesbah_ef@yahoo.fr

Moldova/Moldavie

Ms Angela LOZAN

Manager of the Biosafety Office, Ministry of Envinment Protection and Natural Resources of
Moldova

Cosmonautilor Str 9, Bir 526

CHISINAU, Moldova

E-mail: angelalozan@yahoo.com

Netherlands / Pays-Bas (apologies/excusé)

Norway / Norvege

Mr Tore OPDAHL

Advisor, Norwegian Directorate for Nature Managemen
Tungasletta 2,

7485 TRONDHEIM, Norway

Tél: +47 73 58 08 14

E-mail: tore.opdahl@dirnat.no

Russian Federation / Fédération de Russie

Ms Natalia VAVILOVA

Deputy Head

Division of cooperation on biodiversity and Proggtareas, Department

of Internation Cooperation

Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Resx®s of Russian Federation
Tel: +7 495 254 56 61

E-mail: vavilova@mnr.gov.ru

Dr Nikolay SOBOLEV

Head of Programme, Biodiversity Conservation Center
Office 2, 41, Vavilova Str.,

117312 MOSCOW,

Russian Federation.

Tel: +7 495 124 50 22

E-mail: sobolev_nikolas@mail.ru

Serbia / Serbie
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Ms Snezana PROKI

Adviser, Ministry of Environmental Protection ofetiRepublic of Serbia,
Omladinskih brigade I, SIV I,

11070 NOVI BEOGRAD, Serbia

Tel: +381 11 3131 569

E-mail: Snezana.Prokic@ekoplan.gov.rs

Switzerland / Suisse

M. Olivier BIBER

Département fédéral de I'environnement, des tramspde I'énergie et de la communication, Section
Protection des espeéces et des biotopes

Worblentalstr. 68,

CH-3063 ITTIGEN

Tel: +41(0)31 323 06 63

E-mail: olivier.biber@bafu.admin.ch

Ukraine

Mr Leonid PROTSENKO, Director
InterEcoCentre, Kyiv, Tereshchenkivska str. 2
01601, GSP 601

Tel/fax: +38 044 235 73 74

E-mail: interecocentre@gmail.com

Mr Grygorii PARCHUK

Head of the Division for Long-term Development, B&€hes and Public Relations
State Agency for Protected Areas

Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine

35 Uryts'kogo Str.

03035 c.Kyiv, Ukraine

Tel: +380 44 206 21 92

E-mail: parks@menr.gov.ua

United Kingdom / Royaume Uni (apologies/excusé)

Observers / Observateurs
Accobams
Ms Marie-Christine GRILLO-COMPULSIONE
Secrétaire exécutif
2, terrasses de Fontvieille
MC 98 000 Monaco
Tel : 4377 98 98 2078
E-mail: mcgrillo@accobams.net

Alpine Convention

Mr Yann KOHLER

Permanent Secretariat of the Alpine Convention
Coordinator of the Platform Ecological Network
256, rue de la République

FR-73000 Chambéry

E-mail: yann.kohler@alparc.org
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BirdLife International

Ms Eva INDERWILDI
Wiedingstrasse 78, Postfach
8036 Zurich

Switzerland

Tel: + 41 44 457 70 27

E-mail: eva.inderwildi@birdlife.ch

Carpathian Convention

Mr Giacomo LUCIANI

EURAC expert team

Interim Secretariat

United Nations Environment Programme
UNEP Vienna — ISCC, Room E0479
Vienna International Centre

PO Box 500, 1400 Austria

Tel: + 431 26060-4545

E-mail: Giacomo.LUCIANI@unvienna.org

CBD (Convention on Biological Diversity)
Mr Sarat BABU GIDDA

World Trade Center

413 St-Jacques, Suite 800

Montreal, QC H2Y 1N9, Canada

Tel: 514 287-7002

E-mail: sarat.gidda@chd.int
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(apologies/excusé)

CERPEA (Centre d'études et de recherches pour la ptection de I'environnement en Alsace)

Mr Gérard BAUMGART
Président

12 rue de Touraine

67100 Strasbourg

Tel: 03 88 3942 74

E-mail: gerard.baumgart@free.fr

CEE-WEB for Biodiversity (absent)
Mr Alexei ANDREEV

Dimo, 17/4-22, Chisinau MD-2068
MOLDOVA

Tel: +373-22 498837

E-mail: andreev.biotica@gmail.com

CIPRA France

Mr Alexandre MIGNOTTE

Directeur

5 place Bir Hakeim

F - 38000 Grenoble

Tel/fax: +33 (0)4 76 42 87 06

E-mail: alexandre.mignotte@cipra.org

ECNC - European Centre for Nature Conservation / Cetre Européen pour la Conservation de

la Nature
Mr Lawrence JONES-WALTERS

Programme Manager — Nature and Society, ECNC —fearo Centre for Nature Conservation

Reitseplein 3,
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5037 AA, TILBURG, The Netherlands
Tel: +31 13 5944 944
E-mail: JonesWalters@ecnc.org

European Topic Centre on Biological Diversity
Ms Dominique RICHARD

Directeur, Museum national d’Histoire naturelle,
PARIS 75019, France

Tel: 01 40 79 38 70

E-mail: drichard@mnhn.fr

Mr Otars OPERMANIS

Natura 2000 Senior Officer
MNHN, 57 rue Cuvier

75005 Paris

Tel: 33140793870

E-mail : otars.opermanis@mnhn.fr

European Commission

Mr Marco CIPRIANI

Natura 2000 Unit - ENV B.3
Environment Directorate-General

European Environmental Bureau

Ms Edith WENGER

Representative to the Council of Europe
7 rue de Cronenbourg

67300 Schiltigheim

Tel: 03 88 62 13 72

E-mail: elwenger@free.fr

France Nature Environnement
Mr Maxime PAQUIN

Chargé de mission

8 rue Adéle Riton

67000 Strasbourg

Tel: 0388 3291 14

E-mail: nature@fne.asso.fr

IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Natur e)
Mr Boris ERG

Director

IUCN Programme Office for South East Europe in Badig
E-mail: Boris.Erg@iucn.org

Pro Natura - Friends of the Earth Switzerland
Mr Friedrich WULF

International Coordinator

Dornacherstr. 192, PO Box

CH-4018 BASEL / Bale

Tel: ++41 61 317 92 42

Skype: friwul

E-mail: friedrich.wulf@pronatura.ch
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RAC/SPA

Mr Abderrahmen GANNOUN

Directeur

Boulevard du Leader Yasser Arafat B.P 337,
1080 TUNIS

Tel: + 216 71206851

E-mail: gannoun.abderrahmen@rac-spa.org

Mr Atef OUERGHI

Chargé de programme,

Boulevard du Leader Yasser Arafat B.P 337,
1080 TUNIS

Tel: 00216 20 66 49/485/851

E-mail: atef.ouerghi@rac-spa.org

Ramsar Convention Secretariat

Mr Tobias SALATHE

28 Mauverney - CH-1196 Gland — Switzerland
Tel: +41-(0)22 999 01 73

E-mail: salathe@ramsar.org

E-mail: harald.egerer@unvienna.org

UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC)
Mr Charles BESANCON

Head of Protected Areas Programme

219 Huntingdon Drive, Cambridge, CB3 ODL

United Kindgom

Tel: +44 79 29 511921

E-mail: charles.besancon@unep-wcmec.org

Mr Igor LYSENKO

Senior Conservation Analyst

219 Huntingdon Drive, Cambridge, CB3 ODL
United Kindgom

Tel: + 44 1223 814 631

E-mail: igor.lysenko@unep-wcmec.org

EXPERT

Mr. Marc ROEKAERTS
Ringlaan 57,

3530, Belgium

Tel: +32 11 60 42 34
Fax: +32 11 60 24 59
E-mail: marc@eureko.be

INTERPRETERS / INTERPRETES
Mr William VALK
Ms Nadine KIEFFER
Ms Josette YOESLE-BLANC

SECRETARIAT / SECRETARIAT

(apologies/excusé)
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PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE/ASSEMBLEE PARLEMENTAIRE DU
CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE

Mr Aleksei LOTMAN

Chair of the Committee on the Environment Agrictétand Local and Regional Affairs

SECRETARIAT OF THE BERN CONVENTION / SECRETARIAT DE LA CONVENTION DE BERNE
Direction de la Culture et du Patrimoine culturdDifectorate of Culture and Cultural and Natural
Heritage

Unité de la diversité biologique / Biological Diwity Unit

67075 STRASBOURG Cedex, France Fax: +33 3 88 43137

Mr Eladio FERNANDEZ-GALIANO

Tel.:+ 33 (0)3 88 41 35 59 E-maileladio.fernandez-galiano@coe.int
Mrs Ilvana D’ALESSANDRO

Tel.:+33 (0)390 21 51 51 E-mailivana.dalessandro@coe.int

Ms lva OBRETENOVA E-mail: iva.obretenova@coe.int

Tel:+33(0)3 88 41 58 81

Ms Marie-Laure LAMBOUR E-mail: marie-laure.lambour@coe.int
Tel.:+33 (0)3 88 41 35 64

Ms Daria CHEREPANOVA E-maildaria.cherepanova@coe.int
Tel:+33 (0)3 88 41 43 34
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Annex 2

Agenda

Tuesday, 14™ September

09:30 — 10:10 Welcome and opening

Opening of the meeting by the Vice-Chair (Mr Jacqus Stein)
Adoption of the agenda

Introduction by the Secretariat and decisions of tk 29" meeting of the Standing Committee
of the Bern Convention — Protection of natural haliiats (Ms Ivana d’Alessandro)

10:00 — 11:30 Progress towards the setting-up ofélEmerald Network: Phase |

4,

Update on ongoing Phase | Emerald projects:

» State of progress of the joint Council of Eurogifopean Union programme for the setting-
up of the Emerald Network in South Caucasus ar@entral and Eastern Europe (Ms Ilvana
d’Alessandro; Mr Marc Roekaerts, consultant)

Coffee break

» Results of the first pilot project for the setting-of the Emerald Network in Morocco (Ms
Hayat Mesbah, Haut Commissariat aux Eaux et Fetésla Lutte Contre la Désertification
of Morocco)

» Brief reports and communications by national deiega on the developments of the
Emerald Network

11:30 — 12:45 The Emerald Network: entering phasd |

5. Progress towards the setting-up of the Emerald Netark: Entering Phase I

» Conclusions of the third technical coordination tmeebetween the Council of Europe and
the European Environment Agency, Paris, 18 March02(Ms Ivana d’Alessandro, CoE —
Ms Dominique Richard, EEA-ETC/BD)

» Procedure of evaluation and acceptation of thesanéaspecial conservation interest of the
Emerald Network: presentation of the criteria fog evaluation and approval of the proposed
sites (Mr Marc Roekaerts)

» Harmonising the Emerald and the Natura 2000 Netsvarkegrating the EUNIS system (Mr
Marc Roekaerts)

12:45 Lunch break

14:15 - 17:00 The Emerald Network: entering phasd [cont.)

Mr Marc Roekaerts:

» The "Emerald Barometer”
» The draft Information Form for proposed species halitats, to be integrated in the Bern
Convention’s Annexes and Resolutions
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» The updated Biogeographical regions’ map

» Proposals for updating the calendar of the “EmePdldses”

» State of Progress of the update of the Interpmatakilanual of Resolution No. 4 (1996)
listing endangered natural habitats requiring dgeconservation measures

Discussion

17:00 — 17:15 Awareness and visibility

» Presentation by the Secretariat of the Emeraldhomecand the Emerald factsheet

17:15 - 17:30 Closing of the first day

A dinner booking will be made in an Alsatian restant (at 8pm) to help those wishing to get together
in the evening. More information will be given duithe meeting.

Please note that this is not an invitation from @muncil of Europe.

*k*k
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Wednesday, 15" September

9:30 — 10:30 Ecological Networks and Protected Arsan other fora

6. Information on recent European meetings and initiatves of interest for the Group

» Conclusions of the Conference: “Post-2010 Biodivgr¥ision and Target: the role of
protected areas and ecological networks in Eur@ide’Eladio Fernandez Galiano)

» Information on the Conference : “Climate change Brotected Area Summit” (Mr Borig Erg,
IUCN)

» Information on the “European Biodiversity Day”, &bourg, 28 April 2010 (Ms Edith
Wenger, IONG Conference)

» Work of other related Council of Europe Group opExs of the Bern Convention (Mr Eladio
Fernandez Galiano):
0 Biodiversity and Climate Change
o0 European Island Biological Diversity

10:30 — 12:30 Implementing the Pan-European Ecologal Network: legal instruments,
good practices and challenges for the future

7. Work by other international Conventions

» Convention on Biological Diversity: statement byetlExecutive Secretary of the
Convention, Mr Ahmed Djoghlaf (reading by the S¢aiat of the Bern Convention)

» Ramsar Convention (Mr Tobias Salathé)
Coffee break
» Barcelona Convention (Mr Abderrahmen Gannoun, RAR®/®irector)

» “Restoring the web of life — Ecological networks fmore biodiversity in the Alps” (Mr
Yann Kohler, Permanent Secretariat of the Alpinev@antion)

» Carpathian Convention (Mr Giacomo Luciani)
8. Improving coherence and connectivity
» "Natura 2000: from designation to effective manageth(Mr Marco Cipriani)

» Accessing information and reporting on EcologicatWorks: the Shared Environmental
Information System (SEIS) (Ms Dominique Richard AZETC-BD)

» EEA (Update on Ecological Networks activities ahe BISE) (Ms Dominique Richard,
EEA, ETC-BD)

Lunch break
14:00 — 14:45 Improving coherence and connectiviticont.)
» IUCN (Mr Boris Erg, IUCN)

» Future priorities for ecological networks: challengnd opportunity, ECNC (Dr. Lawrence
Jones-Walters)

» The European Network of Head of Nature Conservafigancies (Mr Jan Plesnik, ENCA
representative)
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14:45 — 16:45 Tacking stock on the PEEN: Nationalral sub-regional updates |

9. Reports and communications by National Delegationim view of updating the information
collected in 2007

10. Transboundary co-operation for the implementation ¢ the PEEN

» Conservation of the coastal and marine biologi¢etrdity through the development of a
Mediterranean Marine and Coastal Protected Areawdtk — MedMPAnet RAC-SPA (Mr

Atef OUERGHI, RAC/SPA Programme Officer)

» The PBEPT project (« Plan de Base Ecologique esd&py Transfrontalier ») between
Walloon Region (Belgium) and Luxembourg (Mr. JacgiGéein, DGARNE)

Coffee break

» Legal barriers and potentials for the implementatibecological corridors in the Alps (Mr.
Alexandre Mignotte Director, CIPRA FRANCE)

» Ecological Corridors in the Carpathians (Dr. LeoRidtsenko, Interecocentre, Ukraine)

Discussion

16:45 — 17:30 Next steps and future work |

11. Future work of the Group of Experts
12. Any other business
13. Closing



