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CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF
EUROPEAN WILDLIFE AND NATURAL HABITATS

Standing Committee

RULESOF PROCEDURE OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE

The Standing Committee,

Having regard to the entry into force on 1 Jun8216f the Convention on the Conservation of
European Wildlife and Natural Habitats,

Pursuant to Article 13, paragraph 6 of the Corivant
Adopts the present rules of procedure.
Rulel - Meetings

a. The Committee shall fix the date of its meetingc@amsultation with the Secretary General of the
Council of Europe (hereafter called the "Secre@epneral™).

b. Whenever a majority of the Contracting Partiesiests a meeting, the Secretary General shall fix
the date of the meeting in consultation with thai€bf the Committee.

c. Meetings shall be held in private.
Rule 2 - Convocation

The convocation of the meetings of the Committesdl e addressed by the Secretary General to
the Contracting Parties at least two months betod,to observers one month before, the date fored
the opening of the meeting.

Rule 3 - Postponement of meetings

When a meeting of the Committee has been convamgdequest for postponement must reach the
Secretary General at least one month before tieeptlaviously fixed for the opening of the meetir.
decision in favour of postponing the meeting shalregarded as having been taken when a majority of
the Contracting Parties have notified the Secretayeral of their agreement at least 15 days béfere
date previously fixed.

Rule4 - Agenda

a. The Secretary General shall draw up the draftdméor a meeting. The Chair of the Committee
shall be consulted in advance.

b. The agenda shall be adopted by the Committe@ dtajinning of its meeting.
Rule5 - Official languages
a. The official languages of the Committee shall bglEh and French.

b. A delegate or observer may speak in a language tithn the official languages, in which case the
delegate or observer must provide for interpretaitito one of the official languages.

c. All documents presented by delegations or obsershall be submitted in one of the official
languages. Flora and fauna species shall be teditgy their scientific names.

Rule 6 - Documentation

Subject to contrary provisions in the Conventimegeting documents shall be sent by the Secretary
General to Contracting Parties and observers at @ month before the opening of the meeting
concerned. However, the Committee may decide twyoathirds majority of the votes cast to admit a
document submitted later.
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Rule7 - Quorum

A majority of the Contracting Parties shall cotugé a quorum for holding a meeting of the
Committee.

Rule 8- Voting
a. Entitlement to vote is regulated by Article 13raumaph 2 of the Convention.

b.  Subject to any contrary provisions in the Convantir in these rules, decisions of the Committee
are taken by a two-thirds majority of the voted.cas

c. Procedural matters shall be settled by a majofitiie votes cast.

d. Where the question arises as to whether or noatéenis procedural in nature, it may not be so
regarded unless the Committee decides to that d&ifea two-thirds majority of the votes cast.

e. For the purpose of these rules "votes cast" shedin the votes of delegations cast for or against.
Delegations abstaining shall be regarded as nabdpaast a vote.

Rule9 - Observers
a. An observer shall have no right to vote.

b. If sponsored by a delegation or with the Chaigspssion, an observer may make oral or written
statements on the subject under discussion.

c. Proposals made by observers may be put to thehsgensored by a delegation.
Article 10 - Proposals

Any proposal must be submitted in writing if aefgtion so requests. In that case it shall not be
discussed until it has been circulated.

Rule 11 - On-the-spot enquiries

a. If during discussions on one or more proposalg,doubts and/or difficulties arise regarding the
measures to be taken for the implementation oCievention with regard to a natural habitat esaknti
to the conservation of species of wild flora andnfa and if it is necessary to obtain appropriate
information, the Committee may, if the gravity dietsituation so demands, decide that the natural
habitat in question should be inspected by an expigh powers to make on-the-spot enquiries and
report back to the Committee.

b. Such inspections will be conducted in accordanitie tie relevant rules appended to the Rules of
Procedure.

Rule 12 - Order of voting on proposals or amendments

a.  Where a number of proposals relate to the sameauthey shall be put to the vote in the order in
which they were submitted, unless the Chair, witlh agreement of the Committee, concludes that the
efficient working of the Committee dictates a diéfiet order.

b. Where a proposal is the subject of an amendmieatamendment shall be put to the vote first.
Where two or more amendments to the same proposarasented, the Committee shall vote first on
whichever departs furthest in substance from tiginad proposal. It shall then vote on the nextHar
removed from the original proposal, and so on wdtiithe amendments have been put to the vote.
However, where the acceptance of one amendmenssaidg entails rejection of another, the latter
shall not be put to the vote. The final vote shiaéin be taken on the proposal as amended or not
amended. In case of doubt as to the order ofityitine Chair shall decide.

c. Parts of a proposal or amendment may be put tedteeseparately.

d. Inthe case of proposals with financial implicagpthe most costly shall be put to the vote first.
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Rule 13 - Order of procedural motions

Procedural motions shall take precedence ovetfadr proposals or motions except points of order.
They shall be put to the vote in the following orde

a. suspension of the sitting,

b. adjournment of discussion on the item in hand,

c. postponement of a decision on the substance afgpal until a specified date.
Rule 14 - Reconsider ation of a question

When a decision has been taken, it is only re-éxeahif a delegation so requests, and if this rejue
receives a two-thirds majority of the votes cast.

Rule 15 - Minutes
The Committee may, if it considers this necesdaaye minutes kept.
Rule 16 - Communicationsto the press

By unanimous and express agreement of the Conapitte Chair, or the Secretary General on the
Chair’s behalf, may make suitable communicatiorthégoress.

Rule 17 - Reports

The Committee shall at the end of each meetingnoexceptional cases, as soon as possible
thereafter, establish the report specified in Aatls of the Convention.

Rule 18 - Chair

a. The Committee shall elect a Chair, a Vice-Chaid dawo additional Bureau members in
accordance with the following procedure:

i. Candidates shall be nominated by Parties t@thevention;

ii. Nominations shall be sent to the secretariattiieast one of the official languages of the
Convention as from 6 weeks before the opening®htketing at which the election is to take
place, up to, and including the first day of theetimg of the Standing Committee. The
Secretariat will announce the full list of candigin the morning of the second day of the
meeting.

iii. Each nomination can be accompanied byuariculum vitae (CV) of the candidate not
exceeding 600 words and may include supporting madte

iv. The Secretariat shall distribute the nominagi@nd the CVs together with any supporting
material in accordance with Rule 6 of these Rufd®rocedure.

b. The Chair shall conduct proceedings and sum updnelusions whenever it thinks necessary.
The Chair may call to order a speaker who depaots fthe subject under discussion or from the
Committee's terms of reference. The Chair ske#dlin the right to speak and to vote in its capaast

a delegate.

c. The Vice-Chair shall replace the Chair if thedait absent or otherwise unable to take the Chair.
If the Vice-Chair is absent, the Chair shall belaeged by another delegate to the Committee,
appointed by the latter.

d. Election of the Chair, Vice-Chair and two addigmureau members shall require a two-thirds
majority of the votes cast at the first ballot ansimple majority of the votes cast at the secailbi
The election shall be held by secret ballot.

e. The Chair, Vice-Chair and two additional Bureaunthers shall be elected at the end of each
meeting. They shall execute their respective teshfice from their election onwards until the end
of the meeting following the meeting where they avelected. Their terms of office may be renewed,
but the total length of term of office shall notcerd four years or, as appropriate, the end ofirte
meeting following the expiry of this period of foyears.
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f.  Whenever the previous Chair is not available twesén the Bureau, the Committee shall elect
three additional Bureau members.

Rule 19 - Bureau

a. The Committee shall set up a Bureau, whose mengiek be the Chair, the Vice-Chair, the
previous Chair, and two additional Bureau members.

Whenever the previous Chair is not available tees@ the Bureau, the Committee shall set up a
Bureau whose members shall be the Chair, the ViwrCand three additional Bureau members.

b. The Bureau shall meet at the request of the Chiaghall be responsible for taking administrative
and organisational decisions between meetings. Sdwetariat will distribute the report of those
meetings to the Contracting Parties.

Rule 20 - Secretariat

a. The Secretary General shall provide the Commitiéth the necessary staff, including the
Committee secretary, as well as with the admiriiseand other services it may require.

b. The Secretary General or a representative of ¢élseetary General may at any time make an oral or
written statement on any subject under discussion.

c. The Committee may request the Secretariat to prepareport on any question relevant to the
Committee's work.

d. The Secretariat shall be responsible for cirauggéill documents to be examined by the Committee.
Rule 21 - Amendment of therulesof procedure
These rules may be amended by a two-thirds mairithe votes cast.

*
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APPENDIX TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
Rules applicableto on-the-spot enquiries

1. The decision to organise a visit to a naturdlitha shall lie with the Standing Committee which
shall reach the relevant decision in accordanck Ritle 8.b of its Rules of Procedure, subject to
the agreement of the delegation of the Party witttinse territory the habitat under consideration is
situated.

2. Inurgent cases, the Chair may authorise theeeiait to consult the Standing Committee by post
in order that a decision may be reached in accomauth the foregoing paragraph.

3. The expert detailed to carry out the visit gjpection shall be appointed by the Secretary Geokra
the Council of Europe. The expert cannot be agpergo represents or has represented a State on
the Standing Committee, or a national of the Partyhose territory the natural habitat to be vibite
Is situated. The appointment of the expert musidreed by the Party concerned.

4. At the request of the Standing Committee oCltgir, the expert shall be accompanied during the
visit by a member of the Secretariat and by a sgative of the Party concerned.

5. The Standing Committee shall draw up precisagef reference to be conveyed to the expert.

After completing the visit of inspection, thepext shall submit a written report to the Standing
Committee in one of the official languages of theu@cil of Europe. The expert may be called
upon to present the report in person to the Stgndommittee at one of its meetings.

7. In order to ensure that the said expert may @t the assignment in full independence, theetra
and subsistence expenses pertaining to the widittaose arising out of the presentation of the
report to the Standing Committee shall be borntheyCouncil of Europe.



