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The Standing Committee is invited to:
1. take note of the report of the meeting of the Group of experts;

2. examine the 3" draft of the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species as it is
presented in document T-PVS (2003) 7 and propose possible modifications if required;

3. examine and, if appropriate, adopt the draft recommendation presented in Appendix 3 to
this report.
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1. Opening of the meeting by the Chair

The Chair, Mr. Patrick De Wolf, welcomed participants (list in Appendix 1) and noted the great
interest of the Standing Committee on this activity. He thanked the consultants, Ms Clare Shine and
Mr Piero Genovesi, for the excellent revision of the first draft of the European Strategy on Invasive
Alien Species (IAS) and also the many governments that had examined thoroughly the text and sent
valuable comments.

2. Adoption of the Draft Agenda
The agenda was adopted as it appears in Appendix 2 to this report.

3. Introduction by the Secretariat
[document T-PVS/Int (2003) 4]

The Secretariat recalled the framework for discussion on IAS by the Group of Experts. Since
2000, work at the convention on IAS is turned with similar work under the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD).

In February 2001, a small group of consultants presented some ideas as “Contribution to a
European Strategy on the IAS issue”, a joint initiative with [UCN-Specialist Group on IAS. That first
approach was discussed at a side-event within the 6™ meeting of SBSTTA in March 2001 and was
welcomed by many states.

On November 2001, the Standing Committee requested the preparation of a European Strategy on
IAS. Meanwhile, on May 2002, the 6" Conference of the Parties of the CBD adopted Guiding
Principles on Alien Species that Threaten Ecosystems, Habitats or Species. Consultants prepared a
first draft of the Strategy taking account the CBD Guiding Principles [document T-PVS (2002) §].
That text was discussed at the 4™ meeting of the Group of Experts (Horta, Azores) on October 2002,
and presented at the December 2002 meeting of the Standing Committee and circulated to
governments for written comment. The consultants met with Mrs Ana Isabel Queiroz and the
Secretariat in Paris on March 2003, analysed all the comments received and prepared a second draft
[document T-PVS (2002) 8 revised]. This second draft had been circulated to Parties and was the main
document for discussion at the meeting.

4. Presentation of “Contribution to an European Strategy on Invasive
Alien Species” by Mr Piero Genovesi and Mrs Clare Shine

[document T-PVS (2002) 8 revised]

The experts, Mrs Shine and Mr Genovesi, explained that they had taken into account all
comments received and that the new draft had been prepared trying as much as possible to follow the
wish of Parties to simplify the layout of the draft Strategy and to ensure consistency with the CBD
Guiding Principles. Thus the number of actions had been reduced and the new draft had a greater
emphasis on the non-binding character of the actions proposed. Boxes had been introduced to include
examples of best practice, or possible steps to make progress on some issues. In the new text it
becomes clearer that the Strategy aims mainly to provide support and suggestions for priority setting
by Parties to tackle IAS-related issues. More cross-references had been inserted and the whole
document was now more readable and to the point.

The consultants explained the main changes in the introduction, objectives, scope and the different
chapters of the Strategy.
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5. Discussion of different parts of the European Strategy on Invasive Alien
Species
[documents T-PVS/Inf (2003) 2 and T-PVS/Inf (2003) 2 addendum and addendum 2]

The Chair, participants and Secretariat were unanimous in praising the work of the consultants.
They had done a remarkable and very thorough job, simplifying and improving substantially the draft
Strategy.

Parties and observers made a high number of comments of detail on the different chapters. The
group agreed that those comments were to be taken into account in the revision of the text. Thus the
consultants were invited to prepare, with the Secretariat, a revised third draft integrating as much as
possible all the comments made, which delegates were invited to send in writing in the following two
weeks.

It was not possible, however, to obtain a consensus on two points:

a. on the objectives (first paragraph): The consultants had originally suggested that the Strategy was
important “to prevent or minimise adverse impacts of IAS on Europe’s biodiversity as well as its
economy and human health and wellbeing”.

Some States proposed to have the underlined words omitted, mainly to be more in line with the
CBD Guiding Principles, which focus on threats of IAS to biodiversity, not to health or economy.
In the views of those states the underlined words are superfluous, as biodiversity is generally
recognised as a valuable asset having economic interest.

Other states proposed to keep the wording proposed by the consultants, as they reinforce the
interest of the draft Strategy in the light of the principles of sustainable development re-stated at
the Johannesburg Summit. Also, the CBD Guiding Principles urges Parties to research and assess
the socio-economic implications of IAS (point 24 of CBD decision) and the introduction of the
CBD Guiding Principles also states that “their purpose is to assist governments to combat
invasive alien species as an integral component of conservation and economic development”.

b. on “aims” of rapid response and contingency planning (point 6.2 of the draft Strategy). The
Consultants had proposed “the development plans for eradicating newly detected alien species”,
a formulation that was supported by some states mentioning the precautionary approach. Thus
newly detected alien species should be considered potentially invasive and eradicated at an early
stage. Those states also pointed out that the full title of the CBD Guiding Principles was
“Guiding Principles for the Prevention, Introduction and Mitigation of Impacts of Alien Species
that Threaten Ecosystems, Habitats or Species” so that it was clear that the CBD Guiding
Principles and the strategy dealt also with prevention regarding all alien species.

For other states such plans should be contemplated only for “newly detected invasive alien
species” or for “newly detected potentially or known invasive alien species”. The states
supporting that formulation noted that the draft Strategy was aimed at invasive alien species or
those that could potentially become invasive, not to all alien species.

As there was no consensus on those two points, the Chair decided the Standing Committee should
leave them in bracket for decision.

6. Proposals to the Standing Committee to the Bern Convention

Many delegates expressed satisfaction with the discussion held and the results. The Group of
Experts agreed that if the observations made were included in an appropriate form in a new third draft
the Standing Committee could be asked to examine such text and was possibly in a position to adopt a
recommendation on the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species.

The Chair instructed the Secretariat to prepare a draft recommendation. Such text was prepared
after the meeting by the Secretariat and it appears as Appendix 3 to this document.

No other business was raised.
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Appendix 1

Group of Experts on Invasive Alien Species /
Groupe d’experts sur les espéces exotiques envahissantes

Strasbourg, 19-20.06.2003

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS/ LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS

I CONTRACTING PARTIES / PARTIES CONTRACTANTES

ALBANIA / ALBANIE

Mr Alfred MULLAJ, Vice-Director, Institute of Biological Research, Instituti I Kerkimeve Biologike, Rruga
“Sami Frasheri” n° 5, TIRANA.

Tel/Fax: +355 42 22 638. E-mail: ikbiol@albmail.com (E)

BELGIUM / BELGIQUE
Mr Patrick DE WOLF, Ingénieur attaché a la Direction de la Nature, Division de la Nature et des Foréts,
Ministére de la Région wallonne, 15, avenue Prince de Liége, B-5100 JAMBES (NAMUR).

Tel: +32 8133 58 16. Fax:+32 81 33 58 22. E-mail : P.Dewolf@mrw.wallonie.be F

CROATIA / CROATIE

Ms Andrea STEFAN, Expert Associate, Nature Protection Division, Ministry of Environmental Protection and
Physical Planning, Ulica grada Vukovara 78/II1, 10000 ZAGREB.

Tel: +385 1 610 6725. Fax: +385 1 6118 388. E-mail: andrea.stefan@mzopu.hr (E)

CzECH REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE

Dr Jan PLESNIK, Deputy Director, Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech
Republic, Kalisnicka 4-6, CZ-130 23 PRAHA 3.

Tel: +420 2 2258 056. Fax: +420 2 2258 0012. E-mail : plesnik@nature.cz or janplesnik@hotmail.com  (E)

DENMARK / DANEMARK

Mr Hans Erik SVART, Head of Section, Danish Forest and Nature Agency, Haraldsgade 53,
DK-2100 COPENHAGEN @.

Tel: +4539 47 20 00. Fax: +4539 27 98 99. E-mail: hes@sns.dk (E)

ESTONIA / ESTONIE
Mr Tiit MARAN, Director, Foundation “Lutreola” at Tallinn Zoo, Paldiski Road 145, 13522 TALLINN.
Tel: +372 694 3318. Fax: +372 657 8990. E-mail : tiit. maran@]lutreola.ce / t. maran@tallinn.ce (E)

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE

Dr. Tilman POMMERANZ (Head of Delegation), Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation

and Nuclear Safety (BMU), - Division N I 3 -, Robert-Schuman-Platz 3, 53175 BONN

Tel.: +49 - 18 88 -3 05-2632. Fax: +49-18 88 -3 05-26 84. E-mail: Tilman.Pommeranz@bmu.bund.de
B

Mrs Edelgard von HOUWALD, Federal Ministry for Consumer Protection, Food and Agriculture (BMVEL), -
Division 225 -, Rochusstraf3e 1, 53123 BONN

Tel.: + 49 - 1888 - 529 - 3616. Fax: + 49 - 1888 — 10 529 - 3616. E-mail: Edelgard.von-
Houwald@bmvel.bund.de (E)

Prof. Dr. Jens-Georg UNGER, Federal Biological Research Centre for Agriculture and Forestry (BBA),
Messeweg 11 /12, 38104 BRAUNSCHWEIG
Tel.: +49 - 531 - 299 - 3370...Fax: + 49 - 531 - 299 - 3007. E-mail: J.G.Unger@bba.de (E)
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Mrs Doris EBERHARDT, Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN), Konstantinstra3e 110, 53179 Bonn
Tel.: +49 -228 - 84 91 - 265. Fax: +49-228 -84 91 - 255. E-mail: Eberhardtd@bfn.de (E)

GREECE / GRECE

Mrs Demetra SPALA, Ministry of the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, Environmental
Planning Division, Natural Environment Management Section, 36 Trikalon Str., 11526 ATHENS.

Tel: +30 210 698 3467. Fax: +30210 691 84 87. E-mail: tdfp@minenv.gr (E)

HUNGARY / HONGRIE

Ms Katalin TOROK, Head of the Hungarian Biodiversity Monitoring System, Ministry of Environment and
Water, Authority for Nature Conservation, Ko6lt6 u. 21, H-1121 BUDAPEST.

Tel: +36 1 39526 05 ext. 130 / +36 28 36 01 22 ext. 123. Fax: +36 139574 58 / +36 28 36 01 10. E-mail:

torok@mail2.ktm.hu / kati@botanika.hu (E)

ICELAND / ISLANDE
Dr Jon Gunnar OTTOSSON, Director General, Icelandic Institute of Natural History, Hlemmur 3,
125 REYKJAVIK

Tel: +354 590 0500. Fax: +354 590 0595. E-mail: jgo@ni.is (E)
ITALY/ ITALIE

Mr Giovanni AMORI, Researcher, Institute for Ecosystem Studies — CNR, Via A. Borelli 50, I-00161 ROME.
Tel: +39 6 49918013. E-mail: giovanni.amori@uniromal.it (E)

Mr Eugenio DUPRE, Division Flora-Fauna, Ministero dell’Ambiente et della Tutela del territorio, Via Capitan
Bavastro 174, 1-00154 ROMA.
Tel : +39 6 5722 8200. Fax : +39 6 5722 8277. E-mail: dupre.cugenio@minambiente.it (E)

MOLDOVA / MOLDOVA

Mrs Stela DRUCIOC, consultant of the Protected Areas and Biodiversity General Division, Ministry of Ecology,
Construction and Territorial Development of the Republic of Moldova, 9, Cosmonautilor str., MD-2005,
CHISINAU

Tel: 37322045 30. Fax: 37322207 49. E-mail : stela.drucioc@mediu.moldova.md (F/E)

MoRrocco / MAROC

Mr Mohamed HAFFANE, chef de la Division de Cynégétique, de la Pisciculture et de la Biodiversité,
Département des Eaux et Foréts, BP605, RABAT-CHELLAH.

Tel/Fax : +212 37 67 00 87. Mobile : +212 61 82 61 55. E-mail: haffane@athena.online.co.ma F

POLAND / POLOGNE

Mr Wojciech SOLARZ, Institute of Nature Conservation, Polish Academy of Sciences, Mickiewicza 33,
31-120 KRAKOW.

Tel: +48 609 440 104. Fax : +48 12 632 2432. E-mail: solarz@iop.krakow.pl (E)

PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL

Mrs Ana Isabel QUEIROZ, Biologist, Instituto da Conservacdo da Natureza, Rua Filipe Folque n® 46-1°, 1050-
114 LISBOA.

Tel : +351 21 814 7209. E-mail : aiqueiroz@mail.telepac.pt (E/F)

SLOVAKIA/SLOVAQUIE
Mrs Ema GOJDICOVA, Deputy Director, Regional office of the State Nature Conservancy, Hlavna 93,
080 01 PRESOV.

Tel:+421 51 7732713, Fax:+421 51 7724179. E-mail: egojdic@sopsr.sk (E)

SLOVENIA / SLOVENIE

Mr Jernes JOGAN, Assistant professor, Department of Biology B.F., Vecna pot 111, University of Ljubljana,
SI-1000 LJUBLJANA.

Tel: +386 1 4233388. Fax: +386 1 2573390. E-mail: nejc.jogan@uni-lj.si (E)
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SPAIN / ESPAGNE )
Mr Bernardo ZILLETTI, G.E.I. Grupo Especies Invasoras, C/ Moisés de Ledn n° 22 Bajo C.P., 24006 LEON,
Spain.

Tel: +34 987 263527. Fax: +34 987 263527. E-mail: gei.invasoras@wanadoo.es (E)

SWEDEN / SUEDE

Dr Melanie JOSEFSSON, Principal Technical Officer, Swedish Environmental Protection Agency, c/o Dept of
Environmental Assessment, , P.O. Box 7050, SE-750 07 UPPSALA, Sweden.

Tel: +46 18 67 31 48. Fax: +46 18 67 31 56. E-mail: Melanie.josefsson@snv.slu.se (E)

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE
Mr Eric WIEDMER, Division Nature, Office fédéral de 1’environnement, des foréts et du paysage (OFEFP),
CH-3003 BERNE

Tel: +41 31323 83 45. Fax :+41313247579. E-mail: eric.wiedmer@buwal.admin.ch F

THE NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS

Mr Jan-Willem SNEEP, Head Team Biodiversity International, Department of Nature Management, Ministry of
Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries, P.O. Box 20401, NL-2500 EK THE HAGUE.

Tel: +31 70 378 52 55. Fax: +3170 378 61 46. E-mail : j.w.sneep@n.agro.nl (E)

UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI

Mr Duncan WILLIAMS, Species Conservation Policy Adviser, European Wildlife Division, Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), Zone 1/08c, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square,
BRISTOL BS1 6EB, United Kingdom.

Tel: +44 117 372 6170. Fax: +44 117 372 8182. E-mail : Duncan.Williams@defra.gsi.gov.uk (E)
1. OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS

Secretariat of the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Waterbird (UNEP/AEWA) /
Secrétariat de I’Accord sur la conservation des oiseaux d’eau migrateurs d’Afrique-Eurasie
(UNEP/AEWA)

Mr Bert LENTEN, Executive Secretary, Martin-Luther-King Str. 8, D-53175 BONN, Germany.

Tel: +49 228 815 2413. Fax: +49 228 815 2450. E-mail: aewa@unep.de (E)

G.E.l. Grupo Especies Invasoras )
Mr Bernardo ZILLETTI, G.E.I. Grupo Especies Invasoras, C/ Moisés de Ledn n° 22 Bajo C.P., 24006 LEON,

Spain.
Tel: +34 609 859119. Fax: +34 987 263527. E-mail: gei.invasoras@wanadoo.es (E)
Mr Agusti PALAU I GIBERT , G.E.I. Grupo Especies Invasoras, General Mendoza 1,9, E-17002 GIRONA,
Spain.
Tel: +34 6466 95 205.  E-mail: eboreal@hotmail.com / agusti_palau@apb.es (E)

Mrs Laura CAPDEVILA-ARGUELLES, Co-ordinator, G.E.I. Grupo Especies Invasoras, C/ Moisés de Leon
n° 22 Bajo C.P., 24006 LEON, Spain.
Tel: +34 626 169568 // +34 987 263527. Fax: +34 987 263527. E-mail: gei.invasoras@wanadoo.es (E)

International Association for Falconry & Conservation of Birds of Prey / Association internationale de la
fauconnerie et de la conservation des oiseaux de proie

Mr Christian de COUNE, Le Cochetay, Thier des Forges 85, B-4140 GOMZE ANDOUMONT, Belgium.

Tel: +32 4 368 4021. Fax: +32 4 368 4015. E-mail: c.decoune@euronet.be (F/E)

European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organisation (EPPO) / Organisation européenne et
méditerranéenne de protection des plantes (OEPP)

Mrs Frangoise PETTER,Directeur Adjoint OEPP, 1 rue le Notre, 75016 PARIS, France

Tel: 331452077 94. Fax: 331422489 43. E-mail: petter@eppo.fr / hq@eppo.fr F
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France Nature Environnement (Réseau Nature)
Mr Frédéric DECK, Réseau Nature de France Nature Environnement, 8, rue Adéle Riton, 67000 STRASBOURG.
Tel: +333 883291 14. Fax:+333 882231 74. E-mail : nature@fne.asso.fr F

IIl. CONSULTANTS/EXPERTS CONSULTANTS

Mr Piero GENOVESI, Researcher, Istituto Nazionale per la Fauna Selvatica (INFS), Via Ca’ Formacetta 9,
1-40064 OZZANO EMILIA (BO), Italy.
Tel: +39 051 6512228. Fax: +39 051 796628. E-mail : infspapk@iperbole.bologna.it (E)

Mrs Clare SHINE, Consultant in Environmental Policy and Law, [UCN Commission on Environmental Law, 37
rue Erlanger, F-75016 PARIS, France.
Tel:+33146519011. Fax:+33 1465190 10. E-mail : clare.shine@noos.fr (E/F)

Mrs Maj De POORTER, IUCN/SSC Invasive Species Specialist GroupCentre for Conservation Biology, School
of Environmental and Marine Sciences, University of Auckland (Tamaki Campus), Private Bag 92019,
Auckland, New Zealand.

Tel: ... Fax:... E-mail: m.depoorter@auckland.ac.nz (E)

IV. INTERPRETERS/INTERPRETES

Mrs Anne-Marie ARBAIJI-SFEIR, 62 boulevard de la Mission Marchand, F-92400 COURBEVOIE, France.
Tel: +33 14789 34 55. E-mail : amarbaji@aol.com

Mrs Sylvie NOSSEREAU, 6, avenue Alfred Carteron, F-91370 VERRIERES-LE-BUISSON, France.
Tel: +33 1 69 81 78 80. Fax: +33 169 20 66 41. E-mail: sylvie.nossereau@wanadoo.fr

Mrs Starr PIROT, Chemin des Mollards, CH-1188 St. GEORGE, Suisse.
Tel/Fax : +41 22 368 20 67. E-mail : spirot@dellmail.com

Ms. Enken TADSEN-DUCH, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety,
Division Z I 4, Alexanderplatz 6, 10178 Berlin, Germany.
Tel. +49.1888.305-2282. Fax. +49.1888.305-2289. email: Enken.Tasen-Duch@bmu.bund.de

Mrs Roya AZADI, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety, (BMU), -
Division Z I 4 -, Robert-Schuman-Platz 3, 53175 Bonn, Germany
Tel: +492 21 6 00 29 48. Fax: +492 21 6 00 29 48. E-mail: Roya.Azadi@gmx.net

V. SECRETARIAT / SECRETARIAT

Council of Europe / Conseil de I’Europe, Directorate of Culture and of Cultural and Natural
Heritage / Direction de la Culture et du Patrimoine culturel et naturel, F-67075 STRASBOURG
CEDEX, France Tel : +33 3 8841 20 00. Fax:+33 388413751

Mr Eladio FERNANDEZ-GALIANO, Head of Natural Heritage and Biological Diversity Division / Chef de la
Division du Patrimoine naturel et de la Diversité biologique
Tel : +333 88412259 Fax:+333 88413751 E-mail : eladio.fernandez-galiano@coe.int

Mrs Véronique de CUSSAC, Natural Heritage and Biological Diversity Division / Division du Patrimoine
naturel et de la Diversité biologique
Tel : +333 88413476 Fax:+33388413751. E-mail : veronique.decussac@coe.int
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* 4™ *
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BERN CONVENTION

Bern Convention Group of Experts
on Invasive Alien Species

Strasbourg, 19 — 20 June 2003

DRAFT AGENDA

1. Opening of the meeting by the Chair
2. Adoption of the Draft Agenda

3. Introduction by the Secretariat
[document T-PVS/Inf (2003) 4 ]

4. Presentation of “Contribution to an European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species” by
Mr Piero Genovesi and Mrs Clare Shine
[document T-PVS (2002) 8 revised]

5. Discussion of different parts of the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species
[documents T-PVS/Inf (2003) 2 and T-PVS/Inf (2003) 2 addendum]

6. Proposals to the Standing Committee to the Bern Convention
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Appendix 3 b

COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Convention on the Conservation

of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats

Standing Committee

Draft Recommendation No. .. (2003) of the Standing Committee, examined on
4 December 2003, on the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species

The Standing Committee of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats, in accordance with Article 14 of the Convention,

Having regard to the aim of the Convention to conserve wild fauna and its natural habitats;

Recalling that under Article 11, paragraph 2.b of the Convention, each Contracting Party undertakes to
strictly control the introduction of non-native species;

Recalling that under Article 8.h of the Convention on Biological Diversity, each Party undertakes to
prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate those alien species which threaten ecosystems,
habitats or indigenous species;

Recalling Decision VI/23 (2002) of the 6™ Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological
Diversity on “Guiding Principles on alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species’that
invites, the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, in
collaboration with relevant organizations, to promote further the implementation of Article 8.h within
its mandate, through, inter alia, the development of guidance, best practices and pilot projects that
address the threats of invasive alien species to particular sites or habitats, including means to enhance
the capacity of ecosystems to resist or recover from alien species invasions;

Noting that in the decision mentioned above the Conference of the Parties of the Convention on
Biological Divesity welcomes the initiative of the Council of Europe, in the framework of the Bern
Convention, to help the implementation of Article 8.h, including the development of a European
Strategy on Invasive Alien Species;

Bearing in mind Recommendation No. R 14 (1984) of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of
Europe to Member states concerning the introduction of non-native species;

Recalling Recommendation No. 57 (adopted on 5 December 1997) of the Standing Committee, on the
introduction of organisms belonging to non-native species into the environment;

Wishing to contribute, in the territory covered by the Convention, to the prevention, introduction and
mitigation of the impacts of alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species protected under
the convention;

Referring to the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species prepared under the aegis of the Standing
Committee in collaboration with TUCN Species Survival Commission by the experts
Mr Piero Genovesi and Ms Clare Shine [document T-PVS (2003) 7], and considering such text as
useful guidance for action on invasive alien species issues;

Wishing to contribute to the regional implementation of the Guiding Principles of the Convention on
Biological Diversity mentioned above, by facilitating guidance on priority setting to governments and
other stakeholders,
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Recommends that Contracting Parties:

1

draw-up and implement, or reinforce, as appropriate, national strategies on invasive alien species
taking into account the European Strategy on Invasive Alien Species mentioned above.

co-operate with other parties where wild flora and fauna and natural habitats may be threatened
by invasive alien species and the conservation of those species and ecosystems require the co-
operation of several states.

Inform the Standing Committee of meaures taken to implement this recommendation.



