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The Council of Europe is the continent’s leading human rights
organisation. It comprises 47 member states, 28 of which are
members of the European Union. All Council of Europe member
states have signed up to the European Convention on Human
Rights, a treaty designed to protect human rights, democracy and
the rule of law. The European Court of Human Rights oversees
the implementation of the Convention in the member states.
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The European Union is a unique economic and political partnership between
28 democratic European countries. Its aims are peace, prosperity and freedom
for its 500 million citizens — in a fairer, safer world. To make things happen,
EU countries set up bodies to run the EU and adopt its legislation. The main
ones are the European Parliament (representing the people of Europe),

the Council of the European Union (representing national governments)

and the European Commission (representing the common EU interest).
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