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2006 World Cup: PACE asks FIFA to join the fight against 
trafficking in women 
 
Strasbourg, 12.04.2006 – The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
(PACE) today expressed its concern that between 30 000 and 60 000 women might be 
the object of trafficking for the purposes of sexual exploitation at the forthcoming 
Football World Cup in Germany and asked FIFA to firmly condemn trafficking in 
women.  
 
“In its capacity as World Cup organiser, FIFA must also assume its responsibility to 
condemn the exploitation of women, which sometimes, highly regrettably, accompanies 
the holding of sports events, and therefore to denounce any activities that threaten 
human rights.”  
 
Ruth-Gaby Vermot-Mangold (Switzerland, SOC), rapporteur on the subject, regretted 
that “FIFA considers trafficking in human beings to be a form of collateral damage 
which just has to be accepted. FIFA and its President Joseph Blatter have to accept 
their responsibilities.”  
 
The resolution adopted recalls the existence, since May 2005, of the Council of Europe 
Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings, which sets out measures for 
the prevention of trafficking, the protection of victims and the prosecution of traffickers, 
but also points out that no member state has to date ratified it. PACE therefore urges 
member states to sign and ratify this Convention “as soon as possible, so that it may 
come into force at the earliest opportunity and have the broadest possible impact”.  
 
With the World Cup imminent, the Assembly has asked governments to implement 
without delay the main provisions of the Convention, such as the victim identification 
process and the recovery and reflection period of thirty days for their benefit. They also 
called for further assistance to help victims by setting up, for example, multilingual 
information, reception and assistance centres.  
 
They finally called on member states to ensure that “the police treat women victims of 
trafficking in human beings as victims and not as illegal immigrants”, and to consider 
“the possibility of holding responsible those who use the services provided by victims of 
trafficking”. 
 


