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LGBTI children have the right to safety and equality
http://bit.ly/1x1s7y3

Strasbourg, 02/10/2014 - “Lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and intersex (LGBTI) children are
often victims of bullying and violence in schools, at home and via social media. This has a
serious effect on their well-being and prevents openness about their personal identity. Like
all children, LGBTI children are entitled to enjoy human rights and require a safe
environment in order to participate fully in society”, says Nils Muiznieks, Council of Europe
Commissioner for Human Rights, in his latest Human Rights Comment published today.

Responses to bullying

According to a survey carried out by the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA), at least
60% of LGBT respondents had personally experienced negative comments or conduct at
school because of their sexual orientation or gender identity. 80% had witnessed negative
comments or conduct as a result of a schoolmate being perceived as LGBT. Given the
frequency of negative behaviour directed at LGBT students, it is not surprising that the
survey also found that two out of three LGBT children hid their LGBT identity while at
school. (continue reading)
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The Commissioner for Human Rights is an independent, non-judicial institution within the Council of Europe,
mandated to promote awareness of, and respect for, human rights in the 47 member states of the
Organisation. Elected by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the present Commissioner, Mr
Nils MuiZnieks, took up his function on 1 April 2012
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