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Ref. DC 085(2014) 
A Council of Europe Convention to combat trafficking in human organs 
 
Strasbourg, 09.07.2014 – The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe has adopted an 
international convention to make trafficking in human organs for transplant a criminal offence, to 
protect victims and to facilitate cooperation at national and international levels in order to prosecute 
more effectively those responsible for trafficking. 

 
The Convention calls on governments to establish as a criminal offence the illegal removal of human 
organs from living or deceased donors: 

- where the removal is performed without the free, informed and specific consent of the living 
or deceased donor, or, in the case of the deceased donor, without the removal being 
authorised under its domestic law; 

- where, in exchange for the removal of organs, the living donor, or a third party, receives a 

financial gain or comparable advantage; 
- where in exchange for the removal of organs from a deceased donor, a third party receives a 

financial gain or comparable advantage. 
 
The Convention also provides protection measures and compensation for victims as well as prevention 
measures to ensure transparency and equitable access to transplantation services. 

 
Due to its worldwide scope, the Convention will be open shortly for signature by member states and 
non-member states of the Council of Europe. Spain has offered to host the ceremony for the opening 
for signature by the end of 2014/beginning of 2015. 
 

Link to the Convention and its explanatory report - For more information see the factsheet 
 

Contact: Estelle Steiner, Press Officer/Spokesperson, Tel. +33 3 88 41 33 35 
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