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Youth human rights at risk during the crisis 
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Strasbourg, 03/06/2014 – “Young people have been one of the groups hardest hit by the 

economic crisis in Europe, with youth unemployment being the most common pathology of 
many countries implementing austerity measures. However, it is not only the social and 
economic rights of young people that are being undermined, but also their right to equal 

treatment, their right to participation, and their place in society, and more broadly, in 
Europe. Due to chronic unemployment, many young people are losing hope in the future of 
their countries, their faith in the political elite, and their belief in Europe. A rights-based 
approach should replace the current neglect of young people in discussions about the 
crisis”, says Nils Muižnieks, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, in his latest 
Human Rights Comment published today. 
 

Youth unemployment and labour standards 
 
In March 2014, the youth unemployment rate (under 25 years) was 22.8% in the 28 
members of the Council of Europe that are also European Union countries. The highest 
levels were recorded in Greece (56.8%), Spain (53.9%) and Croatia (49.0%). The youth 

unemployment rate in the EU was more than twice as high as the general average rate of 
10.5%. Among other European countries, youth unemployment exceeded the 50% rate in 

2013 in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia and “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” 
according to the ILO.    (continue reading) 
 
 
 
Press contact in the Commissioner’s Office: 

Stefano Montanari, + 33 (0)6 61 14 70 37; stefano.montanari@coe.int 
www.commissioner.coe.int; Twitter: @CommissionerHR; Facebook; youtube 
 
The Commissioner for Human Rights is an independent, non-judicial institution within the Council of Europe, 
mandated to promote awareness of, and respect for, human rights in the 47 member states of the 
Organisation. Elected by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the present Commissioner, Mr 
Nils Muižnieks, took up his function on 1 April 2012 
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