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PACE 005 (2014) 

 
PACE rapporteur on abolition of the death penalty shocked by cruel 

and inhuman execution in Ohio 
 
Strasbourg, 17.01.2014 – Marina Schuster (Germany, ALDE), General Rapporteur on the 

abolition of the death penalty for the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
(PACE), expresses her outrage at the cruel and inhuman execution of Denis McGuire in 
Lucasville, Ohio, by an ‘experimental’ death cocktail replacing other drugs whose 
manufacturers have refused to make them available for the purpose of capital punishment. 
 

“For a quarter of an hour, Mr McGuire suffered horribly, in front of his wife and children, 
from pain and panic caused by drug-induced breathing distress. No execution method is 

ever humane, but this terribly botched state killing shows, for all to see, what a cruel and 
inhuman punishment the death penalty is. This punishment has no place in a civilized 
society. I call on the American people to protest against such atrocities being committed in 
their name.” 
 
PACE Resolution 1807 (2011) on death penalty in Council of Europe member and observer 
states 

 

 

The Assembly brings together 318 members from the national parliaments of the 47 member states.  

President:Jean-Claude Mignon (EPP/CD) - Secretary General of the Assembly: Wojciech Sawicki.  

Political groups: SOC (Socialist Group); EPP/CD (Group of the European People's Party);  

EDG (European Democrat Group); ALDE (Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe);  

UEL (Group of the Unified European Left). 
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