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ALBANIA / ALBANIE

REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FORESTS AND WATER ADMINISTRATION
GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF POLICIES
Biodiversity Directorate

Address: Rruga e Durrésit, Nr.27, Tirané, Tel: 2Z86Fax: 270 624 www.moe.gov.al
Tirana, on 13.10.2012

Contribution of Albania to the implementation of Recommendation no. 128 (2007) of the
Standing Committee on the European Charter on Huntig and Biodiversity

The European charter on hunting and biodiversity approved in December 2007 was
very appropriate for Albania as it was the time when a separate law dedicated only to
hunting was being drafted in the country. At that time Albania also started the process of the
integration to the EU after the ratification of the Stabilization and Association Agreement,
therefore the transposition of the EU legislation was a priority.

In this context the new Law “On hunting” no. 10253, of 11.3.2010 was elaborated. In this
law the principles of the European charter on hunting and biodiversity have been applied as
major principles upon which the management of a sustainable hunting activity is carried out
in practice in the ground. Since April 2010 when the law entered into force, several by-laws
are also approved to make it implementable in practice. To be mentioned are: the
Government Decree of July 2010 on the list of huntable species in Albania, Government
Decree also of July 2010 on the hunting season in the Republic of Albania. Both decrees
respect the hunting charter as well as the Birds Directive (2009/147/EEC) principles.

After that, based on the criteria established by the new law to ensure a sustainable
hunting activity, new hunting areas were defined for the Albania. As the result 252 hunting
areas were approved after studies and mapping for each area defined.

This year a couple of Guidelines of the Minister of Environment, Forests and water
Administration on hunting were approved, such as the Guideline on the appointment of
managers for each hunting area and the order of the Minister of the Environment on the
hunting calendar detailed for each of the 17 species subject to hunting in Albania.

On the ground national legal framework implementation and enforcement needs to be
improved although the situation has improved in terms of illegal hunting penalization and
the number of fines being imposed for hunters not respecting legal provisions. However
more efforts are needed for a better control in respect to the illegal hunting especially of
migratory species in the coastal areas of the country.

Biodiversity Directorate

General Directorate of Policies
Ministry of Environment, Forests
and Water Administration
Tirana (Albania)
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AZERBAIJAN / AZERBAIDJAN

INFORMATION ON HUNTING

Hunting is regulated by legislation in Azerbaijaddunting Law, dated 20 April, 2004 plays
important role.

There are some areas where hunting is forbiddefwzerbaijan: Aghdam, Khanlar, Goranboy,
Dashkesen, Gedebey, Terter regions, islands ofi@@as§ea, green zones, specially protected areas
and 1 km from city and resorts.

Hunting is permitted in special hunting days of ting season. During hunting season from
mammals East Caucasian Tur(goat), wild boar, rajgwkal, raccoon and nutria are permitted to hunt.
Special days and areas are determined for hurorgexample:

1. East Caucasian Tur (goat) — in Zagatala, Shaki, Ggkuz, Guba regions (June — October).

2. Wild boar — in Lankaran, Astara, Lerik, Gax, Jdlaa, Zagatala, Imishli, Guba, Xachmaz,
Neftchala, Yardimli, Shaki, Ismayilli regions (Septber — December).

3. Rabbit — in Shabran, Kurdemir, Salian, Neftchalaljlabad, Bilesuvar, Yevlakh, Lankaran,
Zagatala, Masalli, Davachi, Akhstafa, Gazakh, Zbrd&uba, Xachmaz, Imishli regions
(November — January).

4. Coupu or Nutria — permitted for keeping in avianr futria farm organizations (October —
February).

Hunting jackal and raccoon are permitted in evedssn because their names are in harmful list
and the number of these animals is increasing. irgidf another animals and birds are forbidden
except abovementioned. One reason is that theiesiare in Red Book of Azerbaijan Republic and
the second reason is concerned with trying incngatsie number of these species.

Bird hunting in Azerbaijan is temporally prohibitelle to bird flu (H5N1). State Commission
works on bird flu illnesses prophylaxis. If Comniiss decides that state of position is normal then
bird hunting can be announced open.

Foreign tourists also may hunt in Azerbaijan. ftegulated by Azerbaijan legislation, with |3
176 dated 6 November, 2004. After payment fore@mists have to submit required documents. As
foreign tourists don’t know Azerbaijan well, locadmpanies (contracting with Ministry of Ecology
and Natural Resources of Azerbaijan Republic) kielyn on these processes. Foreign tourists mainly
hunt East Caucasian Tur (goat), wild boar and adhenals.
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION / COMMISSION EUROPEENNE

L EUROPEAN COMMISSION
* A DIRECTORATE-GENERAL
A A ENVIRONMENT
% " ﬁ,‘ﬁ’ Directorate B — Nature, Biodiversity and Land Use
* ENV.B.2 —Biodiversity

Brussels, 27-06-2012

ENV/B2/MK/fb Ares(2012)

Ms Ivana d'Alessandro

Secretary of the Bern Convention
Biological Diversity Unit

Council of Europe

F-67075 STRASBOURG Cedex

By email:lvana.DALESSANDRO@coe.int

Re: Follow-up of Recommendation No. 128 (2007) ohé European Charter on Hunting
and Biodiversity

Dear Ms d'Alessandro,

The EU Birds and Habitats directives (Directive 20@7/EC and Directive 92/43/EEC) fully
recognise the legitimacy of hunting as a form aftaimable use. They do limit this activity to céarta
species and provide rules governing their explomatT his includes a requirement that migratoryl bir
species not be hunted during their return migratimrtheir breeding grounds. The directives only
allow for exceptions to the general protection megiand hunting provisions for a number of reasons
and under strict conditions specified in Article®the Bird Directive and Article 16 of the Habgat
Directive.

Member States are fully responsible for the pratt@pplication of hunting regulations. In line
with the principle of subsidiarity it is the Memb8tates who fix the hunting dates in accordanck wit
the biological principles of the directives (&fey Concepts document on Period of Reproduction and
prenuptial Migration of huntable bird Species ia #U).

HABITATS DIRECTIVE: there is no list of huntable egies under the Habitats Directive
(92/43/EEC) but its Annex V contains a list of gpeqe.g. Castor fiber, Estonian population of Lynx
Lynx, Lepus timidus...) which may be exploited asdas their exploitation is compatible with the
species being maintained at a favourable conservatatus. The Habitats Directive does not contain
any specific provision on hunting or on monitoriggme populations.

BIRDS DIRECTIVE: Within the concept of sustainalbiienting the Birds Directive allows for
certain species, listed in Annex Il, to be huntédere is no specific reporting obligation regarding
Annex Il (huntable) species of the Birds Direct{(2©09/147/EC), but Member States have to report
on the implementation of national provisions takewer the Birds Directive. The Commission and
Member States have agreed on a NEW reporting fotméite completed every six years. It will
provide information on distribution, population tsi, trends, and threats of all wild bird species
(huntable or not) present on the territory of eltgdmber States. Bird monitoring is a Member States
responsibility. Though there exist internationalty-ordinated bird monitoring schemes (annual count
of waterbirds, Pan-European Common Bird MonitoriBgheme...) which are also relevant for
huntable species.

Management planfor 13 huntable bird species which are considéoelde in an unfavourable
conservation status, have been established.
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In the context of the Birds Directive a ‘Sustairatdunting Initiative’ was launched by the
Commission in 2001 aiming at improved understandihghe legal and technical aspects of the
Directive’s provisions on hunting as well as depélg a programme of scientific conservation and
awareness raising measures to promote sustainabtadp. The first outcome of the EU Sustainable
Hunting initiative was the publication in 2004 hetCommission of a Guide to Sustainable Hunting
under the Birds Directive, which provides cleardauice on how Member States should be reflecting
the principles laid down in the directive in theational measures for regulating hunting. It isrsgly
based on scientific principles and data and falttdfuhe overall aims of the directive. In partiault
looks at the issue of the timing of recreationahting under the Birds Directive and identifies the
possibilities and limitations for flexibility in fing hunting seasons.

In 2007 the Guide was updated in light of recenpanant judgments of the Court of Justice
relevant to hunting under the Birds Directive (Ga€e79/03, C-344/03, C-135/04, C-60/05). It can be
found on the web:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservatitabirds/hunting/docs/hunting_guide_en.pdf

Yours sincerely,

Marta Kaczynska
Policy Officer
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FRANCE / FRANCE

APPLICATION EN FRANCE DES PRINCIPES DE LA CHARTE EUROPEENNE RELATIVE A LA
CHASSE ET LA BIODIVERSITE
DEVELOPPEE SOUS L' EGIDE DE LA CONVENTION DE BERNE

novembre 2012

La recommandation n° 128 (2007) sur la Charte eagope relative a la chasse et la biodiversité ,
adoptée par le Comité permanent le 29 novembre 2@8Zommande aux Parties contractantes a la
convention et invite les organisations et les Ebétservateurs a tenir compte de la charte européenn
de la chasse et de la biodiversité et a appliggepsncipes en élaborant et en mettant en ceuwr le
politiques de la chasse, afin de s’assurer qubedase se pratique dans un souci de durabilité ».

Pour chacun des 12 principes énoncés, les autdradsaises proposent une présentation de
quelques points particulierement illustratifs.

Y

Principe 1: privilégier une gouvernance a plusiews niveaux afin d’obtenir un maximum
d’avantages pour la conservation de la nature et pw la société

3.1.2.1Db):

Un travail collégial regroupant les acteurs de hasse, de la protection de la nature et des
territoires ruraux s'est déroulé de 2008 & 2016ean de la « table ronde sur la chasse », miséaen p
a linitiative du Président de la République etnaé@ par Jérdbme Bignon, alors député de la Somme.

Les avancées ont été réelles et substantielleslawignature de deux accords importants pour le
monde de la chasse, celui du 26 juillet 2008 atiadh 14 janvier 2010, qui le compléte. Une des
avancées importantes concerne la mise en placeaditinde gouvernance scientifique le « Groupe
d’experts sur les oiseaux et leur chasse » (GEQ{3g chargé de I'analyse des données scientffique
sur lesquelles s'appuient les décisions en mat@&mhasse.

Le ministre chargé de la chasse arréte les datesefture et de fermeture de la chasse au gibier
d’eau conformément a la directive européenne 2@79L 30 novembre 2009 sur la conservation des
oiseaux sauvages et au guide interprétatif pulaidgpcommission européenne début 2009.

Il apparait que sur quelques territoires, les ofadrms effectuées conduisent certains partenaires
a s’interroger sur le bien fondé de la date d’otwreractuellement en vigueur pour le gibier d’eau.

Le GEOC est notamment chargé d’assurer I'analy$e stnthese des données, des études et des
recherches portant sur les oiseaux qui sont préserdt I'appui des demandes de modifications de
dates d'ouverture de la chasse.

3.1.2.1d):

Sur ce point il convient de sa rapporter au rapgertMonsieur Sainteny sur les taxes et
subventions dommageables a I'environnement

Principe 2 : Veiller a ce que la réglementation sbcompréhensible et respectée
3.221.ab)c)d)e):

Le cadre juridique a été successivement remanidegalois chasse du 26 juillet 2000, du 30
juillet 2003, par la loi du 23 février 2005 surdéveloppement des territoires ruraux qui comportait
plusieurs articles sur la chasse, la loi du 31 uhice 2008 pour I'amélioration et la simplificatido
droit de la chasse, la loi du 12 mai 2009 surdigdiment des procédures administratives et enfoi la
du 7 mars 2012 portant diverses dispositions d&ocgnégétique .

Le nouveau corpus législatif et les textes régldmisms d’application qui en sont issus,
permettent de satisfaire nombre de demandes dsseatlra.
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Au niveau national, le Conseil national de la chastsle la faune sauvage (CNCFS) a été créé par
le décret n° 72-334 du 27 avril 1972 modifié. liceéde au Conseil supérieur de la chasse. Il
comprend 28 membres titulaires (et 22 membres éaptd) :

e e directeur chargé de la chasse
e le directeur chargé de la forét

e le directeur général de 'ONCFS
» le directeur général de 'ONF

* le président de la FNC

* 6 présidents de Fédérations départementales deakse(FDC) proposés par la Fédération
nationale de la chasse (FNC)

» 3 présidents d’associations nationales de chasgegges par la FNC

» le président de I'association nationale des lieatiehde louveterie

» 4 personnes qualifiées en raison de leurs compEtaynégétiques

» 1 représentant des collectivités territoriales ps@@s par le ministre de l'intérieur

* 4 représentants des organisations professionmejpegsentatives de I'agriculture et de la forét

* 4 représentants des organismes scientifiques quadection de la nature compétents dans le
domaine de la chasse ou de la protection de laenatu

Le CNCFS doit se réunir au moins deux fois par &421-4 du CE). Dans la pratique , il se
réunit plus souvent en fonction de I'actualité efgéntaire.

Il est chargé de deux missions principales :

» Il est chargé de donner au ministre chargé dedasghson avis sur les moyens propres a :

préserver la faune sauvage

développer le capital cynégétique dans le respecéduilibres biologiques

améliorer les conditions d’exercice de la chasse

» |l est consulté sur les projets de loi et décretdifiemt les dispositions I|égislatives et
réglementaires relatifs a la chasse.

Il est également consulté pour avis sur les damsverture et de fermeture de la chasse aux
oiseaux de passage et au gibier d’eau ( articl24r94du CE)

3.2.2.2¢):

Le schéma départemental de gestion cynégétiqueaitu par le |égislateur dans la loi n° 2000-
698 du 26 juillet 2000 sur la chasse comme un deotird’orientation des actions a conduire pour
organiser la gestion, notamment par le moyen dehdesse, des populations des especes de la faune
sauvage dans l'objectif d’assurer un juste équlientre la préservation des populations de ces
especes et les activités agricoles et forestiéres.

L'article L. 425-1 du code de I'environnement peécique le schéma de gestion cynégétique est
élaboré par la fédération départementale des alnasse concertation avec la chambre d’agriculture,
les représentants de la propriété privée ruraléegtreprésentants des intéréts forestiers. Il doit
notamment prendre en compte les orientations ratgende gestion et de conservation de la faune
sauvage et de ses habitats. Il est approuvé, apiede la CDCFS, par le préfet qui vérifie notamtne
sa compatibilité avec les principes de gestion largrélévement raisonnable) et d'équilibre agro-
sylvo-cynégétique

L'article L. 425-2 du code de I'environnement précie le contenu du schéma départemental
de gestion cynégétique en indiquant que celui-ci kprend notamment les plans de chasse et les
plans de gestion ainsi les prélévements maximum auwisés. Il comprend aussi des mesures
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relatives & la sécurité des chasseurs et des norasbkeurs ainsi que des mesures relatives aux
lachers de gibier, a I'agrainage et a I'affouragenmat. Ces mesures donnent lieu a sanctions en cas
de non respect.

Les premiers schémas ont été mis en place en 206 een cours de renouvellement. La FNC
prévoit qu’'a court terme, chaque département sté d’'un tel document.

3.2.2.2d):

Les Fédérations départementales des chasseursa qmiskibilité de recruter des agents de
développement (de I'ordre de 500 agents) qui songuelque sorte des gardes chasses particuliers
professionnels dotés de certaines compétencesingipale étant de pouvoir intervenir au titre de |
police de la chasse sur les territoires ayant sigreéconvention avec la FDC. Cela s'assimile ungpeu
une garderie particuliére des territoires ou urenag de gardiennage.

Principe 3 : Veiller a la durabilité écologique degprélevements
3.3.2.1b):

Parmi les 6 especes de limicoles qui se trouvens dem état de conservation préoccupant, le
Courlis corlieu, la Barge rousse, le Chevalier gettabet le Bécasseau maubeche doivent faire I'objet
d'un plan de gestion et d'un suivi donnant lieu rée levaluation annuelle, ainsi que le prévoyait
I'accord du 26 juillet 2008 de la table ronde cleapsur ces limicoles. Cette démarche inclut le
Courlis cendré et la Barge a queue noire, espébés gnais actuellement soumises a un moratoire
(hors DPM pour le courlis cendré), ainsi que lesBeces de canards plongeurs devant bénéficier d'un
plan de gestion ( Nette rousse, Fuligule milouirMacreuse brune).

Le GEOC a été saisi pour I'examen des 3 plans d#@ogerelatifs au Chevalier gambette, au
Courlis corlieu et au Courlis cendré, ainsi quelsyplan type ayant servi de cadre d’élaboration de
ces deux premiers plans.

En 2012 et 2013, 'ONCFS sera en mesure de terrangdaction des plans suivants qui seront
soumis au GEOC : Nette rousse, Fuligule milouirarge & queue noire, Barge rousse et Macreuse
brune. La question posée au GEOC porte sur l'adigquantre les mesures proposées et la
connaissance scientifique de la biologie de ceSoespet de leur état de conservation.

En 2009, le ministre chargé de la chasse a sa&E@C au sujet de I'Oie cendrée dans les termes
suivants :

« Les Pays-Bas procedent a la destruction d’Omlrée sur leur territoire afin de réduire les
dégats aux cultures et a la biodiversité (limicadesheurs notamment). Une mission composée de
membres de la table ronde chasse s’est rendudagdr g a débattu avec les autorités néerlandaises
ainsi qu'avec certains scientifiques et associatitirest demandé au GEOC de déterminer dans quelle
mesure la France pourrait favoriser I'implantatide sites favorables au stationnement voire a la
reproduction de populations d’'oies, de précisempksodes de migration, le pourcentage réel d'oies
sédentaires ou provenant de la France dans lesiclesuses aux Pays-Bas et enfin si la chasse aux
oies en France pourrait permettre de réduire lgatdéoccasionnés aux Pays-Bas sans hypothéquer
I'avenir des populations d’oies non concernées ».

L'avis du GEOC a été rendu le 3 novembre 200@oficlut en particulier gu’ «il est trés peu
probable qu'un prélévement accru en France dimausensiblement les dégats aux Pays-Bas. Cette
mesure pourrait, par ailleurs, affecter négativertepartie norvégienne de la population d’Europe d
Nord-Ouest. Il n'apparait pas judicieux de favarigetivement la colonisation de I'espéce en France
mais la capacité d’'accueil des sites d’'escale nugeaet de stationnement hivernal pourrait étre
améliorée. Il est fortement recommandé d’amélitesrconnaissances sur les effectifs hivernant en
Espagne et sur l'origine biogéographigue des oisddvernant en Camargue qui semblent plutdt
provenir d'Europe centrale ».

Le large débat conduit sur les oies a mis en éeciléan complexité de leurs flux migratoires et la
nécessité de promouvoir des investigations compiéures approfondies. Elles sont structurées par
un programme d’études reposant sur un protocodmififue réalisé par TONCFS et qui a été validé
par le GEOC. Le Conseil national de la chasse eladaune sauvage réuni le 3 février 2012 a
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approuvé un arréte relatif au prélevement d’oidesifins scientifiques. Il a été précisé a I'ocoasle

ce Conseil que le programme de prélevement d’ogessdins scientifiques sur 13 départements venait
utilement compléter le protocole de recherche p¥étiis en place en juillet 2011 par 'ONCFS et
validé par le GEOC dans son avis en date du 126%i.

3.3.2.11):

La France, en tant que Partie contractante a 'AEWAIne politique de coopération tres active
avec les pays européens voisins (et donc avecol@gs administratifs), ainsi qu'avec les autres
pays de la voie de migration du paléarctique octale

3.3.2.24a):

Il existe un certain nombre de réseaux de surveidlasur le territoire en lien avec des stratégies
de protection d'espéces et de connaissance dtoiterriOn peut citer en particulier des réseaux
nationaux qui associent 'ONCFS, la FNC et les EDC

- ACT (Alaudidés Colombidés Turdidés)
- Beécasse des bois (baguage, ...)

- Bécassines (idem)

- Colombidés (Idem)

- Petite faune sédentaire de plaine

- Cervidés-sangliers

- Prédateurs déprédateurs

- SAGIR

- Oiseaux d’eau — Zones humides

Il convient de noter également des publications: (@x atlas paru en 2011 intitulé « tout le gibier
de France », de nombreuses publications scierggige 'ONCFS...).

3.3.2.2¢):
La FNC a lancé en 2012 un projet appelé « Medialogpi vise plusieurs objectifs :

» reéaliser une synthése d’expériences sur l'intesactntre le monde cynégétique, I'activité chasse
et les populations de loups dans des contextes-soonomiques différents a travers I'Europe ;

» proposer des orientations de pistes de gestiopa@®msgations de loups qui soient adaptées sur les
plans biologique, social et économique et qui gdefruit d'une construction collective ;

» mener une série d’'actions de communication et dsilsiisation, adaptés au monde cynégétique
et rural, validé par le comité de suivi du projet.

Ce projet est en cours de réalisation, plusieuptadéments ont été organisés dans différents pays
européens.

Principe 4 : Maintenir les populations sauvages d&péces indigenes avec un réservoir génétique
suffisant pour permettre les adaptations.

3.4.2.b):

Les chasseurs ont souhaité étre impliqués danedtiog de la Bernache du Canada classée
comme espéce exotique envahissante.

La Bernache du Canada est une espéce caractésisaagforte dynamique de croissance de sa
population et qui présente une importante adajt@alzilix conditions du milieu. Les impacts de la
Bernache du Canada sur les écosystémes naturekmtifiviels sont avérés dans la littérature
scientifique européenne. Le rapport réalisé paffit® national de la chasse et de la faune saugage
2011 conclut a la nécessité de mise en place dam g¢e lutte visant a I'éradication de I'espece et
nécessitant la mise en ceuvre de plusieurs mesures.
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La Bernache du Canada a été rendu chassable extéeimental jusqu’en 2015 et nuisible.

Au terme d'une période de 3 ans, une évaluatiomgtéant de vérifier I'impact de la chasse sur la
population de bernache du Canada sera réalisée.

L’Ouette d’Egypte pourrait faire également I'objlst mesures similaires des 2013.
3.4.22¢):

Projet FNC Médialoup (voir point 3.2.2.2 ¢)
3.4.22¢):

Un projet est en cours avec la FNC, 'ONCFS, leotalbire européen Antagéne et les éleveurs
pour I'élimination du géne Choukar dans les popatet de perdrix rouge en France.

Principe 5 : Maintenir des environnements susceptlbs d’entretenir des populations saines et
solides d’especes exploitables

3.5.21¢):

SAGIR est un réseau de surveillance épidémiologdpse oiseaux et des mammiferes sauvages
terrestres en France. Cette surveillance, fondéarsypartenariat constant entre les Fédérations des
chasseurs et I'Office national de la chasse etaddéaline sauvage, s’exerce depuis 1955, s'est
consolidée en 1972 et a pris la dimension acteell2986 sous le nom de SAGIR.

Objectifs du réseau SAGIR:
Ses objectifs sont essentiellement au nombre @&e:tro
1- détecter précocement I'apparition de maladies/eldes pour la faune sauvage ;

2- surveiller les effets aigus non intentionnels Kdilisation agricole des produits phyto-
pharmaceutiques sur les oiseaux et mammiféres gasiva

3- caractériser dans le temps et dans I'espacmdéedies des oiseaux et des mammiféres sauvages a
enjeu pour la santé des populations.

Cette surveillance générale et sur le long termmécjjze également a la connaissance des agents
pathogénes transmissibles a I'homme et/ou parfagéla faune sauvage et les animaux domestiques.
L'acquisition de ces données est fondamentale [gsugestionnaires cynégétiques ainsi que pour les
évaluateurs et les gestionnaires du risque.

Pour assurer cette surveillance épidémiologiqueddeau SAGIR s’appuie sur la détection de la
mortalité des oiseaux et des mammiferes sauvadasiétermination de son étiologie.

Un réseau national de surveillance de la santé de flaune :

La surveillance repose sur un réseau d’'observat®itsrrain, principalement des chasseurs, des
techniciens des Fédérations départementales dessethia et des agents de I'ONCFS. Ces
observateurs sont coordonnés par deux interloaiteahniques spécialisés dans chaque département,
I'un de la Fédération départementale des chasselasitre de 'ONCFS.

Les animaux sauvages trouvés morts ou maladedraosportés par des personnes qui disposent
d’'une autorisation spéciale du ministere en chadge I'environnement jusqu’au laboratoire
départemental d’analyses vétérinaires ou est élalidiagnostic. Certaines analyses particuliéves s
effectuées par des laboratoires spécialisés quingi® en appui aux laboratoires de proximité.
L'ensemble des résultats est intégré dans unedgadennées nationale.

Les colts du réseau SAGIR incombent principalensent Fédérations départementales des
chasseurs et a I'ONCFS.

3.5.22a):

En matiere de biodiversité, les services rendus I'agriculture reposent en priorité sur la
conservation, la bonne gestion et la restauraties idfrastructures agro-écologiques. C'est sur ce
constat qu’a été créé le réseau Agrifaune.
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Un accord entre 'ONCFS, 'APCA, la FNC et la FNSH& 30 mai 2006 a donné lieu a la
signature d’une convention dénommée « Agrifaun@ette convention pose les bases d’un partenariat
entre les différents acteurs des mondes agricoleymégétique qui s’engagent a créer un réseau
interactif d’échange, d’expérimentation et de désti@tion.

Prés de 70 départements et autant de fédératigrasteentales des chasseurs et de chambres
d’agriculture ont intégré le réseau et travailleunt des problématiques variées.

Sur le terrain Agrifaune mobilise 200 ingénieurstethniciens ( issus des fédérations de
chasseurs, de chambre d’agriculture, ingénieutOCFS, et organismes comme PNR, syndicats de
riviere...

Principe 6 : Encourager I'utilisation afin de créer des motivations économiques en faveur de la
conservation de la nature

3.6.2.2a):

Les chasseurs contribuent a la sauvegarde d'especemges et de leurs habitats. Plusieurs
exemples permettent de lillustrer :

En matiére de protection des zones humides, lasehasge un réle important évitant dans certains
cas la transformation de zones humides par d'autigeges (culture de mais, urbanisation,
popiliculture...) Des paysages originaux sont ainsésprvés avec une richesse faunistique et
floristique remarquable et ou perdurent des traatihumaines pluriséculaires.

Environ 2,5 millions d’oiseaux d’eau sont présesisFrance métropolitaine chaque année a la
mi-janvier, dont 900 000 anatidés et 700 000 lindgso Du littoral atlantique aux lagunes
méditerranéennes en passant par les grandes zom@seotales, un réseau de sites protégés vise a
assurer la quiétude des oiseaux d’eau hivernants,que la pérennité des habitats qu'ils fréquetnte
Les réserves de chasse et de faune sauvage seéférnemnts les plus nombreux et les plus ancien de
ce réseau. Leur statut réglementaire a été définl384 sur des objectifs qui ont évolué jusqu'a
intégrer la dimension « faune sauvage » dans $ali® en 2011.

Un autre exemple est la stratégie nationale enufade la conservation du Grand tétras.
approuvée en 2011, elle reconnait la réalisatiorigzachasseurs d’actions en faveur du Grand tétras
qui portent principalement sur la mise en ceuvretaias favorables a I'habitat, la réduction de la
mortalité par collision, la veille contre le bracage, la vigilance contre les projets susceptithiése
le suivi des populations, défavorables a I'espece.

Le choix de maintenir une pression de chasse mesanm@isonnée sur les seuls males maillés des
populations pyrénéennes répond a la volonté deecasrsle caractere démocratique de cette chasse,
de prendre en compte la panoplie dindicateurs dmi smis en place par les Fédérations
départementales pour la définition des quotas éeyements par unité de gestion, et de présenter un
bilan annuel par département sur les actions mestéms les contributions apportées en faveur de la
préservation du Grand tétras.

Principe 7 : veiller a la bonne utilisation des amhaux prélevés et éviter les gaspillages
3.7.2.1b):
Le réglement Hygiéne de la Commission européennaisen ceuvre.

Une formation des chasseurs a I'examen sanitairprelmier niveau est mise en ceuvre sur le
terrain.

Une filiere de valorisation de la venaison et denrque « gibier de France » sont en cours de
développement par la FNC.

Principe 8 : renforcer les capacités des parties pnantes locales et les responsabiliser
3.8.2.1.b):
Se reporter au 3.2.2.2 ¢) sur les schémas départanxede gestion cynégétique
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3.8.2.24a):
De nombreuses formations sont assurées par les FDC
3.8.2.2¢):

Les concertations préalables a I'élaboration deérsas départementaux de gestion cynégétiques
prévues par la réglementation doivent permettredherche de meilleures solutions.

Principe 9: Les utilisateurs des ressources sauveg devraient étre a la fois compétents et
responsables

3.9.2.2h):

La connaissance suffisante en matiére d’'identiboatd’habitudes et d’écologie des espéces de
gibier ainsi que des especes non chassables esé@as®otamment dans le cadre de la formation au
permis de chasser.

3.9.22¢):

Le permis de chasser accompagné constitue une hamnation pour les nouveaux chasseurs.
Principe 10 : Eviter au maximum les souffrances infgées aux animaux
3.10.2.2d) :

Dans les schémas départementaux de gestion cyuégéte recours a la recherche du gibier
blessé (avec des conducteurs de chiens de sargys&shatiquement encouragé .

Principe 11 : Encourager la coopération entre toute les parties prenantes dans la gestion des
espéeces exploitées, des espéces qui leur sont agss@t de leurs habitats

La coopération entre toutes les parties prenanteBrance pour ce qui est de la gestion des
espéces exploitées, des especes qui leur sonigesset de leurs habitats est largement assuré& dan
le cadre des différents forum et organes de caatg@mntinstitués en France pour la gestion de lasmtha
et des habitats tant au niveau national que local.

Principe 12 : Encourager la société a accepter legilisations consommatrices durables comme
des outils de sauvegarde de la nature

3.12.2.1b) :

La mise en oeuvre du plan national de maitriseatiglger est une priorité qui vise a la régulation
des populations de sangliers afin de faire baitserdégats d'une maniére significative. Ce plan
incarne la volonté de réformer en profondeur ledigues et d'instaurer une coopération pérenne entr
tous les acteurs, dans un cadre réglementaireskitte plan comporte 3 étapes :

I. 1) réaliser un diagnostic départemental préci®eé 2t identifier les points noirs ;
II. 2) fixer des objectifs par secteur accompagnédidateurs simples pour en assurer le suivi ;
lll. 3) effectuer un bilan des mesures mises en oeuvre.

Les 2 premiéres étapes ont été réalisées graceval important déja accompli, notamment par
les fédérations de chasseurs et les DDT avec tessacteurs concernés.

Un bilan national est établi chaque année, a pdetifagrégation des remontées départementales
permet de porter un diagnostic sur la pertinensediféérentes mesures proposeées et, ce faisant, de
préconiser d’éventuelles inflexions pour les praohs.campagnes de chasse.
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GEORGIA /| GEORGIE

General review of hunting process in Georgia

Hunting in Georgia is available only on the bagishe license. According to the Law of Georgia
on Wildlife, hunting was permitted only inside tketspecially separated territories — inside of imgnt
farms (except hunting on migratory birds), natueslerves and within the zones of other categofies o
protected areas specially separated for hunting.

As a result of alterations made in the Law of Geoan wildlife on July 6, 2010, hunting was
permitted on the specially separated territoriésside of hunting farms (except hunting on migrator
birds), natural reserves, within the zones of otfaegories of protected areas specially sepafated
hunting and also on the territory subordinatedh® legal entity of public law — Forestry Agency,
under the Ministry of Environment Protection andtiMal Resources of Georgia. This alteration
should have been put into force on Augu§t2010. According to this alteration, the Foregtgency
was authorized to organize hunting through isswing-time (expendable) document outside hunting
farm. For that, appropriate alteration was madiaén‘Forest Code of Georgia”. However, this type of
hunting has not been executed, as the alteratitRadrest Code of Georgia” required the appropriate
changes in the legislation related to the estahblislof quotas and other matters. After changes of
competences between the Ministries, as a resuhteohlterations in “Forest Code” on Novemb&r 8
2011, hunting can be performed (all hunting speceesept of migratory birds) based on the
document issued by the Agency of Natural Resounslish is under the Ministry of Energy and
Natural Resources. Hunting quotas, hunting objdutmiting rules and terms are adopted by the
Minister of Energy and Natural Resources. Accordmthese legislative changes hunting on Red List
species is also allowed, although this kind of mgnis still not available because of necessity of
scientific research. As of now, research is ongaind before the conclusion of scientists this kifid
hunting is not exercised. Before the changes, bmementioned rules have been defined by the
Minister of Environment Protection and Natural Re@ses. According to the law, this type of hunting,
as well as hunting on migratory birds doesn’t regjiermit or license, however, arranging of hunting
farm still requires license as mentioned above.

Hunting farm represents managéeiritory, where main goal is to provide protectiof
ecosystems and fauna, including sustainable usesofirce (in this case the animals for hunting) -
hunting. Establishing of hunting farm is availablesed on the special license on hunting farm. The
license conditions are defined by the Ministry @iviEonment Protection and Natural Resources and
are presented in the resolution of Government afr@a # 132 “on adoption of the statute abous rul
and conditions of license issuance in forest usagust 11" 2005. Most of license conditions cover
obligations on protection and restoration of ansnahcluding endangered species. Following
requirements are defined as the license conditions:

The license holder is obliged to conduct annualkimiory/records of animal species in order to
determine hunting quotas and submit them for aggrdu the first year of license issuance hunting
quotas are not determined. Until the change of aemzies, license holder was submitting above
mentioned information to the Ministry of EconomydaBustainable Developmerithe Ministry was
sending the documentation to the Ministry of Enmirent Protection and Natural Resources, which
was discussing it and giving conclusion about adlble quotas by animal species back to the Ministry
of Economy and Sustainable Development. The Ilatbgr, administrative-legal act/order was
establishing annual animal extraction quotas bgisge Inventory rule for the wild specimens within
hunting farms was establishing the Ministry of Eowment Protection and Natural Resources. At
present, licensee shall submit the inventory mal®eio the Agency, which is establishing the quotas
The rule for inventory of wild specimens withinrtiing farms and the rule for adoption of quotas are
approved by the Ministry of Energy and Natural Reses.

License holder is obliged to develop and submittingnfarm management plan for approval
within one year after license obtaining. Structafghe plan and it's approval rule, as well as plan
themselves were adopted by the Ministry of EnvirenmProtection and Natural Resources. At
present, approval of above mentioned rule is utiderMinistry of Energy and Natural Resources,
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while approval of management plants itself is tbenpgetency of the Agency of Natural Resources,
under the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resourdegle of approval is already adopted by the
Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Reses in April 2010 and by the Ministry of
Energy and Natural Resources, it has not beenpeapd yet.

As already said, hunting on migratory species dmggequire license. Hunters are only required
to pay hunting fee and have weapon permit. Thegenarquotas for this kind of hunting, although
daily limits for all species are defined.
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Annex 1: scheme of issuance of special licenseuntifg farm before redistribution of competences
between the Ministries.

The scheme of issuance of special license on hugtimarm before redistribution of competences

Application to obtain special
license is made to the issui
authority

License issuing Authority

makes decision abol
~_— license issuance on huntir
farm on the certain are
based on the informatio
provided by the Ministry off
Environment Protection an
Natural Resources of
Georgit

License issuing Authority
examines the application and
the Ministry of Environment
Protection and Natural
Resources is involved in
proces

/ ™

License License issuing
issuing Authority

Authority makes decision
makes to deny license
decision  to|| issuance ang
start sends the
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license refuse to the
issuance applicant

J L

License issuing Authority organizes
auction based on the materials of the
Ministry of Environment Protectio
and natural Resources defines
guantitative, qualitative and tim
framed norms and rules of use [of
fauna and arrangement of hunting
farm, requirements to license owner,
starting price of license, etc
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ANNEX 4 - EUROPEAN CHARTER ON HUNTING AND BIODIVERSITY

3.1 | Principle 1 — Favour mult
conservation and society

i-level governance hat maximises benefit for biodiversity

3.1.2.1 Regulators and managers:

a) Take into consideration th
international, national, regional and log
— as appropriate - conservation status
fauna and flora;

e€The national Policy Guidelines for Hunting and Tpigy of Birds in
aMalta (issued by the Government in August 2011)etattue
obnsideration of the applicable national, EU angrimational policy|
instruments concerning conservation of wild biresl dheir habitats
Government decisions concerning hunting and liyeitgéng activities
are guided by these policy guidelines, as well gsthe applicable
national legislative framework, in particular therGervation of Wild
Birds Regulations (LN79/06 as amended) which trassphe relevan
EU legislation. These decisions also take into ictEmation
recommendations made by the Malta Ornis Commitdereover,
Regulations currently in force provide for the apation of
hunting/live-capturing derogations to be allowed Malta only
following due consideration of the conservationtistaof the specie
concerned and the maintenance of the populatidhesfe species at
satisfactory level.

Moreover, Regulation 3 of the Conservation of WBlidds Regulationg
provides that, when necessary, special conservatieasures may b
adopted for the conservation of bird species whigk listed in
Schedule | (which corresponds to Annex | of the Edhservation of
Wild Birds Directive 2009/147/EC) as well as fogutarly occurring
migratory species not listed in Schedule |. Comsition would be
given, in particular to i) those species in dangérextinction, ii)
species vulnerable to specific changes in theirithtsh iii) species
considered rare because of small populations otrictesl local
distribution and iv) other species requiring pandec attention for
reasons of the specific nature of their habitat.

In addition within protected areas, measures tdegehor maintain
favourable conservation status are set by estafdjshonservation
objectives which are achieved through implementaanservation
measures according to management plans.

U7y

b) Encourage the creation of policies a
structures that reduce conflicts and cre

ntihe establishment of the Malta Ornis Committee aahgromoting
atkalogue between hunting and avifauna conservaitiv@rests. The

synergies between hunting and othdunctions of this Committee (established by virtofe LN79/06, as

conservation interests, reward b
practices (e.g. with subsidies

privleges), and regulate again
malpractice;

pstmended and composed of members of organisatigmesenting

ohunters, as well as members of organisations wgrkinthe protectior
sof avifauna, and independent experts) include
recommendations to the Government on the estabdishif policies
and conditions in relation to hunting and the ecdonent of avifaund
regulations and the management of protected areas.

The principle of creating synergies is also addr@sthrough the
National Environment Policy (NEP) and the Natioribdiversity
Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP), where the ldtieludes a measur
for outreach to farming, fisheries and aquacultweperatives, as we
as hunting associations, to help foster new pashigs and new
projects or other collaborative work in supporbafdiversity.

In relation to the Convention on Biological Divays{CBD) Malta has
incorporated the provisions of this global treatytihe Convention o

Biological Diversity (Incorporation) Regulations€gal Notice 160 o

rpk

L

I
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2002). The main tool for Parties to implement t@ignvention at g
national level is by establishing and implementirngational
Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSARsaccordance with
Article 6 of the CBD. Malta's NBSAP entitled “Womg Hand-in-
Hand with Nature” was adopted following Cabinet’ppeoval in
November 2012. The NBSAP covers the illegal capture killing of
protected species, including birds. Relevant piomis of the NBSAP
include the following:

- A strict protection regime is in place, in line itequirements o
the EU Nature Directives, and which incorporatesasnees ta
address the_llegal and the incidental capture &itichg of
protected speciefcluding those that are migratory.

- The regulation of capture and killing of protectgmbciesuilds on
sustainability principles and is in line with preikins of nationa
law and the EU Nature Directives. This is ensuredthie better
regulation initiative and also in light of consetiva status
assessments.

- Outreach to farming, fisheries and aquaculture emjves, as wel
as hunting associations, helps to foster new pattips and new
projects or other collaborative work in supporbafdiversity.

- Environmental illegalities such as, but not limitey the illegal
alteration of water flows that is detrimental teshwatedependent
biodiversity, illegal land conversion, as well &= tillegal capture
and kiling of species, are addressed through gthemed
enforcement and corrective action.

f

¢) Ensure that the policies and structu
accommodate local cultural demands (
multiple use) and ecological conditions
well as higher-level policy;

régational policy and regulations in relation to cenation of wild birds
.¢ake due account of local socio-cultural and edckigonditions.
as

Socio-Culture Conditions

The Government believes that the local countrysimdongs to
everyone and this principle is reflected in the iowal Policy
Guidelines for Hunting and Trapping of Birds in MaWhich state thal
“The Maltese countryside belongs to everyone andsumes should
ensure its rightful enjoyment by families and awfd The time
schedules of hunting and trapping seasons shofillelctethis principle.
In particular, hunting and trapping activities oruilay and publig
holidays will continue to be strictly limited. Acott may also be take
of school holidays In line with such principles hunting activitiese
generally prohibited on Sundays and public holidafger one o’clock
in the afternoon whilst no hunting activity is alled on Sundays an
public holidays during derogation periods.

Ecological Conditions

Concerning the accommodation of policies for ecii@igconditions,
the same Guidelines mentioned above also provide “thunting is
allowed for the species listed in Annex Il of thel8 Directive as long
as it is ensured that hunting does not jeopardmeservation efforts in
the distribution of the species concerriednd that moreover The
duration and daily time-table for any open seasarsinensure the safe
passage of protected bird species. In this contagtount must bg
taken of the fact that the peak raptor migrationgroMalta normally
occur in the month of May and in the second haBeftember (15- 3
September)”

The latter provision is implemented through lediska governing the
duration and other conditions of the autumn huntagson, publishe
prior to the opening of the autumn hunting seasacheyear, which

prohibits hunting activities between"&nd 30' September after thre

t
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o'clock in the afternoon in order to safeguard plassage of migratin
birds of protected species.

In case of limited hunting in spring, which is oqdgrmitted through 3
derogation from the EU Birds Directive under styicsupervised
conditions specified in the Conservation of Wildd& (Framework for
Allowing Derogation for the Opening of Spring Hurgi Season fo
Turtle Dove and Quail) Regulations (LN221/10) ratipn of birds is

period during and immediately following such deraoga

In addition, areas which are deemed to be essdatitthe conservatior
of birds have been protected and declared as bindtsaries and n
hunting (or trapping) is allowed within such sites.

Additionally, as part of protected area managemtat, managemer
planning process ensures that stakeholder pattioip&és achieved td
establish and discuss issues that may pertairetprittected area or {
the measures that are proposed to be implemented.

monitored through an independent ornithologicatlgtthat covers the

D

I

d) Audit for regulatory or other incentive
that are detrimental for conservation
biodiversity, and remove, neutralise
compensate for them.

sRegulatory measures having impact on biodiversignservation
obbjectives are subject to regular reviews. Suckerevmechanisms ar
om-built within Malta’s national plans and policietealing with the
protection of the environment in general and biedsity conservatior
in particular. In 2012 a Cabinet sub-committee fwa énvironment ha
been established specifically to monitor and pécalty review the
implementation of the National Environment Policy the highest
level. A Parliamentary Environment Committee isoalactive in
reviewing the effectiveness of existing environnaéntegulatory
mechanisms.

Review mechanisms are also embedded within MalBSAP.
Furthermore, an ambitious management planning &seeis presently
underway to ensure 100% management planning cowefag all
terrestrial Natura 2000 sites by the end of 2018s Pproject involves &
comprehensive review of the present situation,uiticly regulatory
measures in relation to biodiversity, and the daweient of measure|
specifically designed to address any deficiencidls. management
plans and other management instruments that wididesloped as
result of this exercise will also incorporate audihd review
mechanisms.

D

[

A

)

3.1.2.2Hunters and hunting tour operators:

a) Assist authorities at all levels
develop and promote incentives fj
conserving biodiversity throug
sustainable use;

b) Strive at all levels to attain maximu
conservation benefit through hunting.

dn accordance with Maltese legislation, in partculunder the
pConservation of Wild Birds Regulations no personyrhant or take
hbirds without a valid licence issued by the Malteaghorities. The
licence is renewable on a yearly basis and theehatdist be a membg
of recognised local hunting organisation in order dbtain such
enewal. This ensures that each hunter must beegyopsured agains
any accident and must abide by further conditiomickv the hunting
organisation concerned might impose to further dempnt the
hunting regulations.

The hunting organisations/associations in Malta ehateir own
disciplinary regulations. They promote programmes prevent
accidents and generally promote self-regulation disgdipline. They
also actively encourage responsible behaviour whilembers are
engaged in hunting/trapping activities. One of there important
provisions in these self-discipline regulations tbé main officially
recognised hunting organisations/associations as ifha member is
found guilty by the Courts of Law of having actdtégally or of

criminal or unruly behaviour while hunting/trappirsgich member’s

b

h
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In the case of termination of membership, the @vmembers ar
deprived of all the privileges of membership, imthg the important
right of seeking renewal of the yearly hunting/pveqg licence.

3.2 | Principle 2 — Ensure that regulations are ungfstandable and respected

3.2.2.1 Regulators and managers.

a) Formulate simple, flexible, and logici
regulations which address biologic
principles, (inter)national policy, th
socio-economic context, as well
reasonable stakeholder concerns
expectations;

aThe main legislation aimed at protecting avifaunaMalta is the

ethe Directive 2009/147/EC on the Conservation ofdVBirds,
agmplement the Bern Convention and integrate thealloPolicy
ar@glidelines for Hunting and Trapping of birds in kéal

aConservation of Wild Birds Regulations which, apffaom transposing
also

National regulators endeavour to ensure that stddels fully
understand local regulations through diverse meamsh as througk
the information leaflets sent to new applicantshofiting licences o
the issuance of press releases concerning nevialégys

As mentioned previously, Malta also has a natio@ahis Malta
Committee (which includes amongst others, membdrshumting
organisations, as well as members of organisaticepresenting
persons working for the protection of avifauna,rafram independen
experts on avifauna and hunting) which acts asa#fqoin to help
address the various stakeholder concerns. Moredt@rmemberg
include representatives of the most relevant stzlidein organisations|
who subsequently update the other members of thegenisations
accordingly.

All legitimate stakeholders are encouraged to ogdte in the
management planning process within protected areas.

b) Impose only those restrictions
methods and means which can
justified from the standpoint ¢
conservation and that will be eas
understood by stakeholders;

biHunting and live-capturing activities in Malta asebject to a numbe
bef control measures provided for in legislation rtigalarly in the
f Conservation of Wild Birds Regulations (as amendédie Maltese
Iyegal framework imposester alia restrictions on the types of metho

and equipment that may be utilised under stricestipion during any

to hunting. For example, the limited hunting detdaga in spring is
only applied subject to a number of restrictiongngemet, including
restrictions on time and place where hunting cake talace, the
requirement for hunters to apply for special sptiogting licence, the
requirement for licensed hunters to wear speciahtification arm
bands, individual daily and seasonal bag limitg, thonitoring of the
uptake of the bag via an SMS system and thrdDgimet de Chass
reporting, legal provision related to enforcemend @he presence d
enforcement personnel in the field, as well as adependen
ornithological monitoring of bird migration. Thegestrictions and
requirements are enshrined in legislation through €onservation o
Wild Birds (Framework for Allowing a Derogation Ogag Spring
Hunting Season for turtle Dove and Quail) RegulaidLegal Notice
221 of 2010 as amended). In the case of live-caqgfuactivities
additional restrictions concerning permitted methodnd place
restrictions also apply, such as the prohibitiofiva-capturing activity
on garigue habitats within Natura 2000 sites. The above idg&ins
have been developed following extensive consuhatiovith
stakeholders, including with the European Commissas well as with
the representatives of hunting organisations andl hiatching
associations. Legal parameters which any derogasibowed for
autumn trapping must adhere to are enshrined isl&ipn through the
Conservation of Wild Birds (Framework for Allowin®erogation
Opening an Autumn Live-Capturing Season for Songu3tn and
Golden Plover) Regulations (Legal Notice 303 of 201The
restrictions and conditions are communicated to rtfembers of the

membership is immediately suspended (or in serwases terminated).

[

live-capturing derogations, as well as a rangeesfrictions applicable

=
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hunting community via seminars organised by hun#agociations, a
well as through the publication of press releasesl avritten
information supplied to each hunter by the competaathority
together with theCarnet de Chassand any special licence whe
applicable.

re

¢) Have transparent regulatory proces
that allow for the active participation
hunters and other stakeholders;

sd@hie national Malta Ornis Committee established WY79/06 (as
nfamended) provides a transparent platform for exgbaof legal,
scientific and technical information amongst a efriof stakeholder
represented on this Committee. The Committee isumeental in the
assessment and due consideration of a varietycbhieal, policy and
legal issues pertaining to the conservation of wildds. The
Committee also fulfils the important role of makirecommendation
to the Government on a wide array of issues ranfjomg conservatior

recommendations on enforcement or legislative psalso The
decision-making processes of the Committee are rgede by the
Conservation of Wild Birds Regulations.

In addition to the work of the Malta Ornis Comméttehe Governmen
maintains ongoing dialogue with a range of envirental
organisations as well as with the hunting assamriati Regulaf
meetings are held with these NGOs, whereby a yaoiepolicy issues
and proposals are discussed.

status of particular species to conditions of mmteasons as well &

b

D

S

t

d) Favour forensic law enforceme
technologies that motivate minimal-effg
compliance;

e) Create regulations that can be aday
to local governance and enforceme
needs.

nThe Administrative Law Enforcement Police (ALE Unitin
rconjunction with officers from other sections iretRolice Force ar
instructed to concentrate on enforcing bird reldégiklation during the
)thanting/trapping seasons. Another important ddtyhe Police is to
=r§ event any illegalities during the season, thusngi importance td
" preventive measures. As at November 2012, this thrisisted of 1§
field officers on patrol, 4 officers in administi@t in Malta and 4 field
officers on patrol in Gozo. These officers recespecialised training
and are adequately equipped to monitor huntingdirgpseasons an
prosecute any individuals contravening the law. Agsi other
equipment, the ALE has 11 patrol vehicles and ltfopaoats at thei
disposal. The ALE officers are further assisteddisgrict police units,
which are also involved in the monitoring of hugtiactivities and
conducting field inspections. During the periods gpfring hunting

strong complement. In fact it is estimated thatiraes almost 10% o
all on-duty police officers in Malta are in some nmar involved in
enforcing hunting or live-capturing regulations. eTlofficers are
deployed in uniform and in marked vehicles so am#dke them easily
recognisable in order to give, as already statewhortance to thg
preventative aspect of enforcement measures. ditiaa, officers and
vehicles are provided with all means of modern caomication
systems to allow for quick transmission of inforioat between
officers, Head Quatrters, and patrols on land aad se

derogations, the capacity of the ALE is further &ted up to a 43}

f

D

Hunters and hunting tour operators:

a) Assist in development and accepta
of effective regulations;

nde accordance with Maltese legislation, in par@eulunder the
Conservation of Wild Birds Regulations no personyrhant or take

b) Follow and encourage respect for
rules and regulations pertaining
hunting, conservation measur

(including protected areas), and privatg

property;

ﬁirds without a valid licence issued by the Maltesghorities. The
? cence is renewable on a yearly basis and theehatdist be a membe
Dt recognised local hunting organisation in order dbtain such
EPenewal. This ensures that each hunter must beedyopsured againg
ny accident and must abide by further conditiomickv the hunting

organisation concerned might impose to further dempnt the

¢) Embrace whe

possible;

self-regulation

rdhunting regulations.

The hunting organisations / associations in Maltaeh their own

d) Assist in preventing and reportir
poaching.

dlisciplinary regulations. They promote programmes frevent
accidents and generally promote self-regulation disgdipline. They

also actively encourage responsible behaviour whilembers are

br

t
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engaged in hunting/trapping activities. One of there important
provisions in these self-discipline regulations tbé main officially
recognised hunting organisations/associations as ifha member is
found guilty by the Courts of Law of having actdtégally or of
criminal or unruly behaviour while hunting/trappirsgich member’s

In the case of termination of membership, the r@advmembers ar
deprived of all the privileges of membership, imthg the important
right of seeking renewal of the yearly hunting/pveqy licence.

The Maltese authorities hold regular meetings WIEFKNK

(Federazjjoni Kacaturi Nassaba Konservazzjonisti), the federatiorn
Maltese hunters, to discuss measures which woulguren the
acceptance and implementation of the regulatiotgbbshed and tg
encourage self-regulation.

3.3 | Principle 3 — Ensure that harve

st is ecologily sustainable

3.3.2.1 Regulators and managers:

a) Implement adaptive managemg
strategies for sustainable harvest
maintaining populations at optimal leve
relative to ecological and socio-econon
carrying capacity and objectives;

q

2rin accordance with the Policy Guidelines for Hugtiand Trapping
arfdHunting is allowed for the species listed in Annkxf the Birds
IDirective as long as it is ensured that hunting slot jeopardise
niconservation efforts in the distribution of the sips concerned

The judgment delivered by the Court of Justicehef European Uniof
(CJEU) in Case C-76/0€ommission vs Maltaecognises that th
autumn hunting season does not provide a satisfastdution to spring
hunting for Quail and Turtle Dove in MaltaHaving regard to thosg
very specific circumstances, hunting for quails &ndle doves during
the autumn hunting season cannot be regarded astiaing, in
Malta, another satisfactory solution, so that ttendition that there bg
no other satisfactory solution, laid down in Ardd®(1) of the
Directive, should, in principle, be considered nigaragraph 63).

The judgment envisages the possibility of limiteshting of Turtle Dove
and Quail under strictly supervised conditions iew of the specific
circumstances prevalent in Malta.

The Government has therefore allowed a derogatiotetims of the
provisions of the EU Birds Directive for the sprihgnting of a limited
number of Turtle dove and Quail, under strictlyewsed conditions, i
2010, 2011 and 2012.

A spring hunting season in Malta is subject toauasimeasures and stri
controls aimed at ensuring that the conservatiatustof the relevan
species is not affected. The Regulations currdntlforce state that i
during any particular autumn hunting season, theabrar of bagged
Turtle Doves and Quails reaches a specific lirhignt Malta would not
apply a derogation to allow hunting during the deling Spring
season.

The Regulations also state that if a spring huntegson is declare
open, a national spring hunting limits is set facle species. This limi
is calculated taking into consideration the 1% alleannual mortality
of the individual bird species concerned (TurtlevB@r Quail) with a
view to ensure that the conservation status offieeies concerned af
their population is maintained at a satisfactomgle

The measures related to a spring hunting seasgorevaled for in the
Conservation of Wild Birds (Framework for allowirey derogation
opening a spring hunting season for the Turtle Dewel Quail)
Regulations (Legal Notice 221 of 2010, as amendefhese

membership is immediately suspended (or in semags terminated).

of

n

D

o

nd

Regulations ensure that any spring hunting seasowgdtion in Maltal
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fully respects the spirit and provisions of the Buds Directive and
the judgment of the CJEU, whilst establishing adégumeasures t
ensure strict control and enforcement during ammph sgason.

Similarly, the national bag limits for the live-dapng of the Golden
Plover and Song Thrush, which is only permittedjettbto strict
conditions under a derogation from the EU Birds ebiive are
calculated taking into consideration the 1% oveaalthual mortality of
the individual bird species concerned to ensur¢ tifva conservation
status of the species concerned and their popnl&ionaintained at

Conservation of Wild Birds (Framework for allowirey derogation
opening an Autumn live-capturing season for Songu3i and Golde
Plover) Regulations (LN303/12).

b) Ensure that management plans an
measures have clear objectives that t
into account the behaviour and ecolo
(including predation and seasonal effeq
and the long-term conservation status
wild species. These plans and
measures should also consider

possible effects of harvest strategies aroreover, some sites have been declared as SiteSoafmunity

other measures on ecosystems, spe
populations and society. Managemé
plans and/or measures need provision
ensure proper implementatio
monitoring and updating.

1/Br number of sites have been designated as Speaé&dfion Areas
akeder the EU Wild Birds Directive in view of theimportance to
ghocally breeding species such &alonectris diomedea, Puffiny
tgelkouanand Hydrobates pelagiusSuch designated sites afford t
@frotection to a significant percentage of the Msadtgopulations o
othese species.

he

clegportance (SCIs) and as Special Areas of CondervgSACs) by
2niirtue of the Flora, Fauna and Natural Habitats (Resgpns. The
5 Management planning exercise for Special Protedteds and SCls
NSACs is currently on-going and all terrestrial sitdhat have bee
declared as Natura 2000 sites should have congemnvalbjectives and

management plans by 2014.

c) Seek to avoid and mitigate negati
impacts on species and/or habitats wh
possible, and optimise management
ecosystem components to the benefit
biodiversity and society;

vAanother function of the Ornis Committee is to maikeommendation

eom the diverse issues which may negatively impa&ifhana; such as
ohe adverse chemical pollution on population levelad the
aftroduction of any species of birds which do natumally occur in the
European territory of the Member States.

Moreover, in general, for plans or projects whiale aot directly
connected with or necessary to the management eofSthC's but
which are likely to have a significant effect ore thabitats or specie
for which the SACs/SCIs have been designated, aproppate
assessment would need to be carried out.

Furthermore, the management planning process fiteqted areas i
based on the ecosystems based management priaoghlencourage
stakeholder participation.

At present, the Malta Environment and Planning Atity is
undertaking a significant management planning egerthat involves
delivering 100% management planning coverage fortearestrial
Natura 2000 sites in Malta. A €3.4 million EU-fudderoject is
intended to deliver a comprehensive managementeframk compiled
with participation of all stakeholders by the erfid@013.

satisfactory level. These and related measuresstablished in the

conservation measures through the setting up af l@@visions and/or

f

b

[

d) Ensure that harvest by resident huntegakeholder involvement is considered a key isaudé managemer

and hunting tourists is addressed
management plans;

e) Cooperate with hunters to develop 3

apply methods for simple and effective

monitoring  and management
populations, habitats and ecosyst
services;

iof sites and is a key component of the ongoing mament planning
process. Biodiversity monitoring is implementedotigh a range o
national studies and projects. These amongst ati@dude spring
igration studies for Turtle Dove and Quail, aslvasl specific studie
D]poncerning particular species such as YelkouanrS8iaer.

|

"Malta notes that it does not have any hunting smarand that suc
tourism is not envisaged by any national policy.

f

h

f) Cooperate with neighbouring an

d Two Special &td Areas are managed by BirdLife Malta, who also
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flyway administrative authorities tpcarries out monitoring of birds which have beengeith outside of

properly manage and conservdalta as well as carrying out ringing of birds iraN&.

transboundary populations whefre

appropriate;

g) Develop and implement standardise@ihe harvest/catch data in Malta is primarily c@ththrough th€arnet

systems for collecting harvest data for Uste Chassepermit. This booklet helps to collect informatiom the

in adaptive management of populationg &tunting dates, location used, hunting effort, thpectes bagged an

all appropriate scales; their quantity. It is to be noted, moreover, thatperson can renew
hunting licence unless such person has duly filkedhis Carnet de
Chasseof the previous year.
Moreover, hunters / trappers who have been gramtgukcial licence in
accordance with derogation conditions for huntingspring or live-
capturing in autumn are required to also submiSMS, in real time,
declaring their catches.
In addition, every hunter may also be required astipipate in any
other study or survey organised by the Malta O@asmittee.

h) Recognise that natural and human-

induced change is inevitable. T

3.3.2.2Hunters and hunting tour operators:

a) Assist in population monitoring andHunting associations have over the past yearsecaout a number of

research; studies under their own initiative as well as dodleated with

. - ————— Government and other stakeholders in bird migratioanitorin

b) Work tp integrate their activities 'n_toexercises carried out in spring since 2008. ’ k

the adaptive management of populations

and habitats of target game species; Hunting associations have also been proactive issesinating

c) Understand and recognise th&egulatory information and in conducting educationaitiatives

biological role and impact of indigenoygamongst their members to promote compliance withliegble legal

predators on game species and take [tf@i8d policy restrictions. Hunting associations hafgo, undertaken

into account when participating in thgicconcrete conservation activities and afforestafiosjects in a number

conservation and management; of sites particularly in recent years.

d) Ensure that populations of target game

species are kept at optimal levels relative

to their habitats, species communities and

any biodiversity restoration targets;

e) Ensure that harvests are

demographically sustainable and non-

detrimental to ecosystem services

3.4 | Principle 4 — Maintain wild populations of irdigenous species with adaptive gene pools

3.4.2.1 Regulators and managers:

a) Deter the release of new alien speciéis accordance with Maltese legislation the Maltai®Committee car

that could become invasive andforecommend measures to the Government to controlnaoitor the

negatively effect native fauna or flora; | introduction of any species of birds which do notwr naturally in the
wild state in the European territory of the Memltiates of the
European Union (so called alien species). This oreags aimed a
preventing negative impact on Maltese flora andnéawy such
introductions. Moreover, relevant competent autfewiin Malta may|
also prohibit the importation and/or keeping of @pgcies of flora and
fauna, if in their opinion, this importation andkeeping could harm or
lead to the endangering of biodiversity in Malteorgover, the Maltese
Authorities may also take all necessary measurgwdagent, control
and monitor the introduction into the environmerft arganisms
belonging to alien species with the potential t@mlelssh populations, ir
accordance with the Flora, Fauna and Natural HabiRrotection
Regulations (LN311/06 as amended).
In this respect, there are various cases of cowtrabmoval of alien
invasive species in Malta with respect to both dloand fauna
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including Acacia saligna Arundo donaxCarpobrotus edulisAptenia
spp.Opuntiaspp.Kalanchoe daigremontiandrattusspp. etc.

b) Engage hunters in programmes
remove invasive alien species;

telunters have not been targeted specifically in ginegramme to
remove invasive alien species. However, it showdnbted that thg¢
Malta Environment and Planning Authority has issuadpolicy
guidance document aimed for site managers and aselsaddresse
the need of managing non-native plant invaders rastbring native
plant communities in Malta. This guidance documeas issued las
year for public consultation by the Environmentteotion Directorate
within MEPA and may by viewed through the followinignk:

http://www.mepa.org.mt/Ipgdocuments/LEG.pdf

Moreover, in accordance with the Flora, Fauna aaduidl Habitats
Regulations the Competent Authority may, when neass develop
eradication or control plans and related programnaéwed at
monitoring, preventing and controlling the introton into the
environment of established alien species, invaspecies and thos
alien species with the potential of establishingudations and becom
invasive.

t

D

c) Facilitate the reestablishment

ofn terms of policy, the National Biodiversity Segly and Action Plar

originally indigenous species of fauna an(NBSAP) which Malta adopted this year aims to explopportunities

flora in accordance with IUCN
guidelines and have clear managemg
plans that define their recovery;

| for species re-introduction or reinforcement, whigrgsible and wher
neemed of added value. Such endeavours would bigndés in
accordance with IUCN and should also be supportgdsécured
resources and stakeholder engagement.

d) Incorporate genetic considerations intth addition to this the Flora, Fauna and Naturabiktas Regulations

management plans;

e) Seek transboundary cooperation
ensure genetic adaptability
populations;

f) Monitor the genetic characteristics
species populations of special concern.

stipulate that prior to the re-introduction of sigsclisted in Schedule)
II and Il therein (species of Community/Nationaitdrest whose
conservation requires the designation of specisaof conservation
e Competent Authority may, deem it necessary dmmission a|
pistudy in order to establish whether such re-intotidn would
contribute effectively to the re-establishment eicls species at

favourable conservation status.

pin practice, promotion on the use of indigenouscE®eis ongoing
through publication of guidelines for landscapingl a photographig
guide to assist landscapers and the general public.

Additionally a Code of Conduct on Horticulture ahdsasive Alien
Plants has been published. It mainly addresse&dhtecultural sector
and those entities engaged in landscaping andeatttion and aims 4
enlisting their cooperation to adopt good practiceaising awarenes
on this topic, preventing the introduction of pdielty invasive plantsg
into Malta and the spread of Invasive Alien Plasiready present if
Malta.

In relation to genetic aspects, although such damnations are
recognised, particularly with respect to terressjgecies, there seem
be no major issues in relation to birds, since nmfsthe specieg
breeding in Malta are migratory and there are mlications of genetig

concerns at present.

1%

At

N

fo

1 JUCN/SSC Guidelines For Re-Introductiomstp://www.iucn.org/themes/ssc/publications/polieyfte.htm
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3.4.2.2Hunters and hunting tour operators:

a) Accept the return through natur
recolonisation of wild species that we
once indigenous to an area, taking i
account the socio-economic context;

b) Favour re-stocking from appropria
sources but only introduce or reintrodu
species in accordance with IUC]
guidelines;

¢) Avoid exclusive selection for specif
phenotypic or behavioural traits
individuals which are not representati
of the wild species population and ¢
consequently be detrimental;

d) Aid scientists and managers
monitoring genetic characteristics

abeveral proposed species re-introduction initiatiaee being discusse
réoy the Malta Ornis Committee. These, include agmfo re-introduce
ntthe Barn Owl as well as a possible captive breegirmgrammes fo
various bird species.

te
ce

o

Df
ve

in
of

populations

3.5 | Principle 5 — Maintain env
harvestable species

ironments that supprt healthy and robust populations of

3.5.2.1 Regulators and managers.

a) Develop mutually agreed systems t
and landscapes with their associa
fauna;

b) Develop and implement standardis
systems for monitoring the health a
condition of game animals, population
habitats and ecosystems;

¢) Account for possible negative impag
of hunting on other ecosystem servig
and minimise and mitigate these.

tedentified as key stakeholders in the managemerdoofe sites an
discussions are ongoing in this respect. The prageexpected to b
concluded in 2014.

ebloreover, one of the functions of the Ornis Comedtis to draw uf
ndists, as necessary, concerning data on the padpuldevels of
snigratory species as shown by bird ringing initie§ and make
recommendations thereon. Moreover, the Committeeatso, draw ug
(as necessary) national lists of species in damjeextinction or
particularly endangered species, whilst taking aotoof their
tgeographical distribution.

es

The application of hunting and live-capturing dextigns is subject tg
detailed review and reporting to the European Cassion. These
reports, amongst other elements account for aflifsignt impacts of
hunting and live-capturing activities on ecosystems

It is noted that by limiting the season duratidmeis when practise of
the activity is allowed and areas where huntincpis take place Malta
endeavours to strike an adequate balance betweareduds of hunters
and other stakeholders. For instance, the Consemvet Wild Birds
Regulations contains provisions restricting timd aface of hunting
and taking activities.

Malta has also commissioned independent sciemstifidies on the
migration of turtle dove and quail in Malta in 20@®09, 2011 and
2012. Malta has also worked on the implementatiche EU
Management Plans for the Turtle Dove and Quailltdviaas
implemented various activities of both manageméanig some of
which have also been reported in selected paft4atth’s Birds
Directive Article 12 report for the period 2005-B)@\ summary of

hdthe management planning exercise for all terrédiigura 2000 sites
motivate hunters to help conserve habitails the Maltese Islands which is currently on-goiklyinters have bee

A
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such activities in relation to the Management Plareasures is
included below:

Public awareness: awareness on these speciesliametye to
press articles, press releases as well as relatigdias linked with
the LIFE+ GawdihonHielsa project.

Habitats Protection: various existing legal prawis of the
Environment and Development Planning Act are ic@la
declaring various important sites in Malta as Natideserves, Bird
Sanctuaries (BSs), Special Areas of ConservatisCé$, Special
Protection Areas (SPAs), Tree Protection Areas @)PAreas of
Ecological Importance (AEIs) and Sites of Scieatifnportance
(SSIs). The Ramsar sites (which are also SACs, SIRABSS) arg
both managed on the basis of a management agresiitient
BirdLife Malta. The development of management plmsother
Natura 2000 sites and relevant publicity is alsadpaddressed
through EU funding.

Annual Bag Statistics and Bag LimitSarnet de Chass@nnual
bag statistics) reports are public, and are availab the MEPA
website. Bag limits in relation to a spring huntsggason are
inversely proportional to the autumn hunting bagbars and alsd
calculated by taking into account the principlel®§ of natural
mortality of the species concerned. An SMS seridde place to
assist in the enforcement of bag limits. Controbmees are
further reinforced by additional Police officersfting marshals
deployed to supervise derogation periods.

Ringing: ringing is subject to regular annual peasmi his is
carried out regularly through BirdLife Malta (BLN) part of
EURIng. Information is published by BLM and repacate
submitted annually by Malta to the Commission @Atticle 9
derogation reports.

Annual estimates of breeding success through redtiesearch
activities on breeding grounds: In 2007 Malta cossitined a
study on farmland birds, which was conducted bylBfe Malta.
This study produced a breeding bird atlas, publishe2009 as
Raineet al.(2009). Both Turtle Dove and Common Quail were
included in the assessment. Sultahal. (2011) published by
BirdLife Malta, provides the latest information.

Research on Migration Patterns: Malta has comnmissio
independent scientific studies on the migratiotudie dove and
common quail in 2008, 2009, 2011 and 2012.

Investigation of the potential competition with @oéd Dove: the
collared dove is a relatively recent regular breéddlalta, known
from breeding stations in the north east of Mattd the central
parts of Gozo, and was introduced in Comino. ltsibers have
been increasing annually since 2004, as indicagestualies, e.g.
Raineet al. (2009) and Sultanet al. (2011). No specific
interspecific competition assessments have begiedaiut
between the collared and turtle doves, also bedaue dove
does not breed in Malta. However, it has been nibtetthe
collared dove is a highly adaptable breeder, priefgsuburban
human habitation areas with gardens and smalleit#td holdings,
with scattered individual or small groves, suctaaSanta Marija
Estate in Mellieha, the Government Nursery andaMRundle, the
latter two at Rabat Victoria (Gozo).
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Control on the Alien Japanese Qu&l¢ .japonica and its various|
hybrids C.c.coturnixx C.c. japonicd Japanese and hybrid quail
are not an issue in Malta, and no specialised Imgexntres
occur. However, provisions on the introductionrofasive alien
species have been legally set up through the Hi@nana and
Natural Habitats Protection Regulations.

4

3.5.2.2Hunters and hunting tour operators:

a) Actively contribute to the conservatig
and restoration of habitats at appropri
scales where feasible;

Mmhe ongoing management planning exercise identifiggers as key
attakeholders in the management of some sites aodgtions are or
going in this respect. The project is expectedaabncluded in 2014.

b) Work to ensure that their activities

not adversely impact local environmer S

and habitats;

jFurthermore hunting associations actively pursuensenvation
t‘?nitiatives and regularly carry out conservationtiaties including
fforestation, clean up and habitat restorationegts, control of alien

species and other own initiatives.

c) Use only native flora for habitg
restoration.

At

3.6 | Principle 6 — Encourage use to provide ecanamentives for conservation

3.6.2.1 Regulators and managers:

a) Understand that suppliers of harv
opportunities expect fair compensati
for the services and opportunities th
provide;

b) Encourage harvest models that prov

pdthis is not considered applicable to the Maltesmano, since hunting

piourism does not occur in Malta. There are no mgntbur operators

ewhich operate locally nor are there any suppliefs harvest
opportunities. Hunting is solely practised by Maéeationals.

95 Malta general hunting licence fees for huntimgland are currently

at

?ai:llgfoﬁgzgm;r:\ d cgrir:ﬁljlasitiesFO loc 51Iset at €27.95 annually, whilst for hunting at de@sé have been set
' €69.88. Such fees do not represent barriers tol Ipadicipation.
c) Set official fees or taxes at reasonaplonetheless, in addition to such fees, the hustedso obliged to pay
levels so that these do not represgirtsurance coverage against third party risks tesqres or damage tp
barriers to local participation; property and the membership fee of a hunting osgsioin.
d) Proy@e !OC".’“ stakeholders a]%uch fees, however, only cover general huntingnties. Special
communities W't.h Incentives to uphold Plicences for hunting in Spring, or for live-captagiin autumn on the
Improve the diversity of species a]q)ther hand, would require an additional fee of apEb0, as well as
habitats. additional fees for services such as provisionpgraved bird ringing
tags for use on live decoys during live-capturingfivity. These
requirements are provided for in the ConservatiénWild Birds
(Framework for Allowing Derogation for the OpeniofjAutumn Live-
Capturing Season for Song Thrush and Golden Pldegulations.
3.6.2.2Hunters:
a) Are wiling to make reasonableThe ongoing management planning exercise identifiggers as key
contributions for access and huntingtakeholders in the management of some sites aodgions are on-
opportunity, as well as the conservatipgoing in this respect. The project is expecteddacbncluded in 2014

and management of game and th
habitats;

eind as a result hunters are expected to be fulplhmed in the
management of Natura 2000 sites which accountvier ©3.6% of the

b) Accept contributory and managemeg
structures that favour a fair an
appropriate balance for access betw
resident and non-resident hunters.

onservation initiatives and regularly carry ouhservation activitieg
Including afforestation, clean up and habitat reton projects,
*@8ntrol of alien species and other own initiatives.

l(;Eational territory. Furthermore hunting associaticactively pursue
n

3.6.2.3 Hunting tour operators:

a) Acknowledge and accept that th
activities should benefit local economi
and stakeholders and thereby enha
conservation efforts;

nce

eiNot Applicable
s

b) Accept that their access can be limit
and/or that they can be subjected
higher fees than local resident hunters.

edot Applicable
to
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3.7 | Principle 7 — Ensure that ha

rvest is propetilised and wastage avoided

3.7.2.1 Regulators and managers.

a) Encourage the proper handling 3
processing of harvested wildlife;

nNot applicable. Bagged game is usually either siihand kept as
hunting trophy or used for the individual's consuiop. Nonetheless i
is to be noted that the taxidermy of such gamesbwduld require &
relevant licence.

D

[
|

b) Ensure that game products com
with standards for health and hygie
before sale and/ or commerci
consumption.

bINot applicable in view of the fact that in Maltaetmumber of birdg
neagged is limited and captured birds are not saldtraded for
atommercial consumption.

3.7.2.2Hunters and hunting tour operators:

a) Properly care for meat in order
prevent wastage and contamination;

tdNot applicable due to the specific nature of huntictivities in Malta
and due to the absence of the commercial markdébdai game.

b) Fully utilise fur and hides wher
possible;

e

c¢) Utilise harvested wildlife in other way
where possible and desirable;

2}

d) Observe rules of proper hygiene
ensure game meat quality and gu
against detrimental health effects f
consumers;

to
ard

e) Ensure that unutilised game produ
are made available to local inhabitants.

cts

3.8 | Principle 8 — Empower local

stakeholders laold them accountable

3.8.2.1 Regulators and managers:

a) Where appropriate, promote a
facilitate decentralised management

species with healthy populations that areehicle addressing the management of species aid Hhbitats. A

stable or increasing at local or regior
levels;

b) Facilitate the empowerment al
accountability of local stakeholder|
especially hunters, in this decentralig
process;

ndhe currently ongoing management planning exercigeering all
dérrestrial Natura 2000 sites in the Maltese Istamsl the principa

joN

aignificant proportion of this project’s resourca® being channelle
towards mobilising a range of local stakeholdecduiding hunters ang
other land users in this process.

]

nd
S;
ed

c) Promote models that ensu
equitable sharing of benefits among u
groups.

rd@he Policy Guidelines for Hunting and Trapping iralk& recognise
séhat “The Maltese countryside belongs to everyone andsumes
should ensure its rightful enjoyment by families @hildren. The time
schedules of hunting and trapping seasons shofillelctethis principle.
In particular, hunting and trapping activities orugays and publig
holidays will continue to be strictly limited. Acott may also be take
of school holidays.

3.8.2.2 Hunters:

a) Have knowledge regarding wildlifeHunting licence in Malta is subject to passing eketion which

ecology and conservation practices;

includes identification of species. Hunting asstcies in Malta have

b) Recognise their role as
stewards and actively participate

practical management and conservatj

measures;

c) Interact with other interests and log
authorities to find the best solutions.

resourc

traditionally been proactive in the management mintryside and in
initiatives. The Malteseuthfrities,
I(gnqarticularly through the platform of the Malta G¥niCommittee

aintain ongoing liaison with hunting organisatidas the purpose o
discussing a variety of policy proposals and theiplementation.
dHunters are regularly involved as stakeholdershie managemer
process and are recognised as a good source ofatfion in relation
to birds and their status in Malta.

.Sndertaking conservation

f
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3.8.2.3 Hunting tour operators

a) Recognise the cultures

Not applicable

b) Work closely with local hunters

Not applicable

3.9 | Principle 9 — Competence and responsibifgydesirable among users of wild resources

3.9.2.1 Regulators and managers:

a) Encourage and facilitate education g
training programmes for hunters;

ifeederation of Associations for Hunting and Consgowa of the
European Union (FACE) is promoting education and trainin
programmes for hunters in general. Moreover, MEPR#dpces various
education awareness material on hunting and bicgitye

Applicants for hunting licences are provided wittiormation leaflets
which besides from providing a summary of the ratgvlocal
legislation also contain pictorial illustrations tife avifauna specie
which are allowed to be hunted on land and/or at Boreover, such
persons would be asked to sit for an examinatioddtermine their
knowledge on the safe carrying of fire-arms, thadiility to identify
birds and their knowledge of the regulations conicgr the
conservation of wild birds.

In addition, Malta has undertaken a number of atikes to enhanc
public awareness regarding the value of species teftats found

around Malta. Initiatives, have varied from art&cla local newspapers

information panels, dissemination of informatiorrotigh television
programmes and the organisation of educationastour

FKNK (the largest hunters’ organisation in Maltadshcarried ou
training for hunters when the new bag statisticgpamme Carnet De
Chassg¢ was developed in 2008. Such CDC was developeg
consultation with the Malta Ornis Committee and FKN

g

11%

n]

b) Cooperate with organisations th
coordinate hunters to engage with
participants, including recruitment fro
both sexes, all ages and backgrounds.

athe majority of Maltese hunters are men howevetageorganisationg

alire actively encouraging women to join their orgations by having a

mmembership tailor-made to the wives and femaldivela of hunters.

3.9.2.2Hunters:

a) Are proficient in the proper and sg
handling and use of tools and impleme
that can legally be used for hunting;

f®©btaining a hunting licence in Malta is subjecptssing examinatio
nishich includes an exercise on the identificationspg&cies. Hunting
associations in Malta have traditionally been ptioac in the

b) Have sufficient knowledge on tkeT

identification, habits and ecology of gan
species as well as of non-game species

management of countryside and in undertaking ceasien initiatives.
hese associations also organise regular informatéssions for thei
_‘f‘nembers explaining various legal and regulatoryassapplicable tg
"hunting. The Authorities, particularly through thiatform of the Malta|

=]

¢) Train regularly to maintain or improy
proficiency;

eOrnis Committee maintain ongoing liaison with hagtiorganisations
for the purpose of discussing a variety of policpgosals and thei
implementation.

d) Know the laws and regulatio
governing hunting and the conservati
of wildlife where they hunt;

S
on

e) Teach new hunters the skills and

knowledge they require to be compets
and responsible.

2Nt

r

v

3.9.2.3 Hunting tour operators

a) Provide their clients with th
information and knowledge they need f{
a sustainable and responsible hunt.

eNot applicable
or

-
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3.10 | Principle 10 — Minimise avoidable sufferingpy animals

3.10.2.1 Regulators and managers:

a) Adopt rules, regulations and incentiy

that promote methods and equipment thamended) strictly state that no person is alloveedhunt or take any

minimise avoidable suffering for animal

b) Communicate to hunters the need
treat game animals with respect;

¢) Recognise and promote best practice

eshe provisions of the Conservation of Wild BirdsN{I9/06 as

5;birds using the following methods:
i) snares, limes including birdlime, poisonous tupgfying bait, hooks
or any similar substances or methods
tit) any electrocuting devises
iii) any gas, or electric or electronic device
iv) decoys of live birds which are blind or mutéat
v) decoys of live birds held by any means excepsé¢hheld by cottor
sstring and swivel
vi) explosives
vii) semi-automatic or automatic weapons with a azage capable o
holding more than two rounds of ammunition.

Moreover, these Regulations stipulate that no pesball sell, offer for
sale, carry, be in possession of, hunt or use, itrggomanufacture an
cartridge loaded with lead shots of any size gredtan 3.3mm in
diameter.

3.10.2.2Hunters and hunting tour operators:

a) Show respect for game animals 3
strive to reduce or eliminate avoidal

suffering where possible;

indunting associations work to promote compliancehwibe above
leegulations amongst their members.

b) Learn about animal physiology and t
most efficient way to kill game whilg
inflicting minimal suffering;

c) Promote measures which ens
proficiency in the wuse of huntin
techniques and implements;

d) Strive to efficiently track down an
dispatch wounded game;

e) Do not use capture methods that ca
high levels of stress or pain, and/or 3
unselective or involve mass-capture;

use
re

f) Take care not to disturb species in wa
that can have significant and detrimen
impacts.

WS
tal

3.11 | Principle 11 — Encourage cooperation betweell stakeholders in management of harveste
species, associated species and their habitats

3.11.2.1 Regulators and managers:

a) Create institutional structures that arAs previously noted Malta has a Malta Ornis Commaitfwhich

inclusive of all stakeholder interests;

b) Encourage public understanding
conservation, economic, and/or cultu
benefits which can be derived fro
responsible and sustainable harvest;

c) Seek opportunities
incentives  for
different interests;

cooperation  betweg

and provide

is composed amongst others, of members of hur
organisations, members of organisations represprgersons
working for the protection of avifauna, as well asher
Ol . .
,Aiﬁdependent experts on avifauna and/or hunting).

m

2N

I

y

nting
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d) Use all possible measures to avoid
resolve conflicts.

and

3.11.2.2Hunters and hunting tour operators:

a) Seek opportunities to benefit hum
and wildlife populations (including non
game species) and their habitats;

aAs above

b) Actively seek alliances with othg
local stakeholders.

2rAs above

3.12 | Principle 12 — Encourage
conservation tool

acceptance by sdgieof sustainable, consumptive use as

3.12.2.1 Regulators and managers:

a) Provide a framework which ensures

long-term acceptance by society of thRefer to the comments made in the earlier sectmishis report

conservation benefits derived fro

harvesting wild species;

he

nctoncerning public awareness, management planning) @olicy-

making.

b) Ensure that populations of gan
species are kept at levels that
compatible with the interests of oth
socio-economic sectors (e.g. agricultu
forestry, etc.);

nét is to be noted that as part of Malta’s obligatounder the Rurg

ebird monitoring scheme to chart population chanigeghe country’s

résarmland Bird Index (FB Index). The FB Index is ari¢he indicators
used by the European Commission to assess thellolesgdth of the
rural environment. Such index includes selectedeghimds such as th
Turtle Dove, the Lapwing, Skylark, Starling and tBeey Partridge. A
breeding bird atlas was published in 2009 by Reainal. (2009). This
work was recently updated by Sultaetal. (2011) and published b
BirdLife Malta.

c) Preserve legitimate cultural, historig
and aesthetic values related to wildl
and hunting.

alNational regulations concerning hunting and livetoaing refer to

feraditional methods of hunting and capture whickehavolved over
generations. Hunting associations regularly orgaativities and issu
publications aimed at promoting the aesthetic \ahedated to wildlife
and hunting.

aPevelopment Programme, Malta is required to pytlate a breeding

3.12.2.2Hunters and hunting tour operators:

a) Are sensitive and respectful to log
interests and cultures;

dlocal hunting associations are actively engagedaimumber of]
educational and awareness raising activities aimaédpromoting

b) Strive to be ambassadors for hunt ng

through proper behaviour and practices

sustainable traditional hunting practices and tkednfor pro-active
| thanagement of the country side and the conservatidrabitats and
' species. Information on the specific initiatives d@gailable on the

c) Respect private property and log
restrictions, including  conservatig
measures;

avebsitehttp://www.huntinginmalta.org.mt/index.pl/home
n

d) Educate and inform other interes
about the benefits of sustainable hunt
and conservation;

5ts
ng

e) Understand the need for log
involvement in all hunting activity

al

including hunting tourism operations.
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MoONACO / MONACO

Suivi de la Recommandation n° 128 (2007)
sur la Charte européenne relative a la chasse et ltdodiversité

La chasse terrestre est interdite en Principayiéigd 880, de ce fait, cette recommandation ne
s'applique pas sur le territoire monégasque.



