Press Release

Directorate of Communication

Ref: 417a10

Tel. +33 388 41 2560
Fax +33 388 41 39 11
Internet: www.coe.int
e-mail: pressunit@coe.int

47 member States
Albania
Andorra
Armenia

Austria
Azerbaijan
Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland

Italy

Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Moldova
Monaco
Montenegro
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia

San Marino
Serbia
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
“The former Yugoslav
Republic of
Macedonia”
Turkey
Ukraine
United Kingdom

COUNCIL CONSEIL
OF EUROCPE DE L'EUROPE

Much more needs to be done to fight all forms of violence
against children

Vienna, 21.05.2010 - In an international conference, the Council of Europe brought
together some 50 participants from over 20 countries worldwide to implement the UN
mandate of eliminating all forms of violence against children. Participants took stock of
progress made to fight such violence, but concluded that governments need to make
progress internally, better coordinate efforts to defend children and more efficiently and
accurately collect data.

‘It is important to acknowledge progress made, when we look back at the adoption of
legal instruments and legislation,’” said Dr. Ursula Kilkelly, Senior Lecturer Faculty of Law
at the University College Cork (Ireland). But ‘legal change is not enough; it is not an end
in itself,” she added, ‘to bring about change in attitudes.” To realize this goal, participants
called for greater partnerships between governments on the one hand and civil society
and academia on the other.

Headlines raised by international media outlets during the conference highlighted
continued resistance by some countries to ban all forms of corporal punishment against
children. During the conference, for example, Dominique Versini, French ‘Defenseur des
Enfants,' explained that regrettably there is ‘not yet the political will in France’ for such a
ban. Idalia Moniz, Portuguese Secretary of State for Disability and Assistant to the
Minister, Ministry of Labour and Social Solidarity, called for ‘greater political courage’ to
effectuate a ban.

The Council of Europe was described as a leader in supporting and empowering
governments to combat all forms of violence against children. The participants
welcomed upcoming initiatives of the Council of Europe including the pan-European
Campaign to end sexual violence against children, which will be launched in Rome on
29 November.

Adopted conference conclusions include:

e Promote child-friendly policy-planning and budgeting, including child impact
assessment;

e Assure the participation of children in the definition and implementation of
violence prevention policies;

e Ensure the independence and enhance the monitoring role of national
ombudspersons for children;

e Develop indicators on violence that could be accurately compared not only
among the 47 member states of the Council of Europe but also globally.

e Promote access to information, advocacy, independent complaints mechanisms

e Enhance professionals’ knowledge of children’s rights;
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A political organisation set up in 1949, the Council of Europe works to promote democracy and human rights continent-wide.

It also develops common responses to social, cultural and legal challenges in its 47 member states.
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