
Media Advisory 
Directorate of Communication 
Ref: MA086a09 
Tel. +33 (0)3 88 41 25 60  
Fax +33 (0)3 88 41 39 11 
Internet: www.coe.int 
e-mail: pressunit@coe.int 
 
 

To receive our press releases by e-mail, contact: Council.of.Europe.Press@coe.int 
 

A political organisation set up in 1949, the Council of Europe works to promote democracy and human rights continent-wide.  
It also develops common responses to social, cultural and legal challenges in its 47 member states. 

 

47 member States 

Albania 
Andorra 
Armenia 

Austria 
Azerbaijan 

Belgium 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bulgaria 
Croatia 
Cyprus 

Czech Republic 
Denmark 

Estonia 
Finland 
France 

Georgia 
Germany 

Greece 
Hungary 

Iceland 
Ireland 

Italy 
Latvia 

Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 

Luxembourg 
Malta 

Moldova 
Monaco 

Montenegro 
Netherlands 

Norway 
Poland 

Portugal 
Romania 

Russia 
San Marino 

Serbia 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 

Spain 
Sweden 

Switzerland 
“The former Yugoslav 

Republic of 
Macedonia” 

Turkey 
Ukraine 

United Kingdom 

 

Strasbourg, 06.08.2009 
Azerbaijan: Launch of joint programme on biodiversity 
 
Date: 11-13 August 2009 
 
Location: Baku (Azerbaijan) 
 
Organised by the Council of Europe and the European Commission in 
cooperation with Azerbaijan’s Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources  
 
Description: The programme, which runs until the end of 2011, aims at 
identifying and protecting natural habitats to be part of the Emerald Network. 
The Emerald Network was set up under the Convention on the Conservation of 
European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention) and facilitates the 
establishment of national networks of protected areas. It concerns all contracting 
parties and observer states to the Convention.   
 
Countries involved in the establishment of the network under the joint 
programme also include Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, the Russian 
Federation and Ukraine. 
 
The objective set for Azerbaijan is to select areas representative of the country’s 
species and habitat types, in line with the relevant recommendations and 
resolutions of the Bern Convention. Azerbaijan should identify all the potential 
areas by the end of the project. The first national workshop, in the form of a 
scientific meeting followed by a field visit to a potential Emerald site, will take 
place from 11 to 13 August.  
 
The programme is funded by the European Union and implemented by the 
Council of Europe. 
 
For further information, see www.coe.int/biodiversity/emerald 
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