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Albanian lustration law  
Statement by Council of Europe Secretary General Terry Davis  
 
Strasbourg, 16.01.2009 – For several decades, the Albanian people suffered 
under one of the hardest and most ruthless communist regimes in Europe, and 
I therefore understand the effort to establish the truth and sanction those who 
violated human rights during this period. But any such effort must comply with 
Council of Europe standards of democracy, human rights and the rule of law.  
Against this background, I have some concerns that the lustration law adopted 
on 22 December by the Albanian Parliament does not meet these criteria. 
 
Analysis of the law by Council of Europe experts has revealed several issues of 
concern in relation to Council of Europe standards.  These include: 

<0000> the very broad reach of the law in terms of the categories of officials who 
may be affected and the fact that it includes people currently holding 
office; 

  the fairness and proportionality of the lustration proceedings;  
  the severity of the sanctions foreseen and the fact that there is no time 

limit.   
 
I also note some important discrepancies with regard to the Resolution on 
measures to dismantle the heritage of former communist totalitarian systems as 
adopted by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in 1996.  Our 
Assembly clearly stated that any individual lustration measures should not 
exceed five years, that the lustration process should end by 31 December 1999, 
and that lustration should not apply to candidates in elections. None of these 
guidelines have been taken into account by the Albanian lustration law. 
 
The Council of Europe is ready to provide advice and assistance to the Albanian 
authorities in finding ways to achieve the legitimate objective of dealing with the 
past in full compliance with the Council of Europe standards. 
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