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Genetic testing for health purposes: a new Council of
Europe Protocol

Strasbourg, 07.05.2008 — The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe
has just adopted a new Additional Protocol to the Convention on Human Rights
and Biomedicine concerning Genetic Testing for Health Purposes.

Biological and medical research has led to remarkable progress in the field of
human health. The rapid developments in this sphere have prompted the
Council of Europe to consider the ethical and legal aspects of applications of
genetics, particularly genetic testing, and to draw up legal rules to protect
fundamental human rights with regard to these applications.

The new Protocol sets down principles relating inter alia to the quality of genetic
services, prior information and consent and genetic counselling. It lays down
general rules on the conduct of genetic tests, and, for the first time at
international level, deals with the directly accessible genetic tests for which a
commercial offer could develop in future. It specifies the conditions in which
tests may be carried out on persons not able to consent. Also covered are the
protection of private life and the right to information collected through genetic
testing. Finally, the Protocol touches on genetic screening.

The Protocol will be opened for signature at a date to be fixed around mid-
November at the handover from the Swedish Chair to the Spanish Chair.

Full text of the Protocol and Explanatory Report

Please note that the Council of Europe has published some bioethics
educational sheets to facilitate the holding of open debate with young people,
including one on the bioethical issues raised by genetic testing (link to CoE
Publishing website).
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