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People will always migrate from despair to hope
Statement by Terry Davis, Secretary General of the Council of
Europe on the occasion of the International Day of Migration

Strasbourg, 18.12.2006 — “People migrate. They always have done, and they
always will. Whatever their motives, people will continue to move - from
persecution to freedom, from starvation to survival, from poverty to dignity and
from despair to hope.

Governments must therefore put policies in place to deal with migratory flows in
ways which are economically sustainable, politically sound, effective in the long-
term - and which respect human dignity and human rights.

Across Europe, people of many different origins, cultures and religions live side
by side - not always in harmony, not always without tensions - but they are here
to stay. A multicultural Europe is fact of life, not some far-fetched intellectual
concept. The question is therefore not whether we accept or agree with cultural
diversity, but rather how we respond to it.

A growing number of politicians have decided to cater to populist fears and
prejudices. They seek political profit from pitting one human misery against
another without any regard for the consequences and with absolutely no interest
in finding genuine solutions. The result is not a society which is less multi-
cultural, but simply one which is more divided, more frustrated and more
dysfunctional.

The Council of Europe response to growing populism and intolerance is to invest
efforts and resources and create a society in which diversity is accepted and
respected, and in which conflicts, when they occur, are resolved peacefully, on
the basis of commonly accepted values of democracy and human rights — and
on the basis of mutual respect. The result is a society which is not only better,
but also more stable.”
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