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Situation in Transnistria: PACE President calls for
Albania “rapprochement and dialogue”
Andorra
A ;
ALer?ir;la Strasbourg, 27.06.2096 — Referring to the sitgation in Tran§nistria during his speech
Azerbaijan before a plenary session of the Moldovan Parliament, Council of Europe Parliamentary
Belgium Assembly President René van der Linden today stressed that the Council of Europe
Bosnia and was the ideal forum for mediation and reconciliation.
Herzegovina
Bulgaria “| encourage you to use the Assembly’s potential for parliamentary diplomacy, to work
g;‘;‘ﬂ: towards rapprochement and to engage in dialogue. | know that your delegation has

Czech Republic

already shown its willingness to address the issue of Transnistria in this context, and |
am confident that a format acceptable to all sides will soon be found,” the President

E)Segr:izrk said. He also called for progress with regard to respect for national minorities, linguistic
Finland rights and local institutions, something that would “encourage the population of
France Transnistria to want to rejoin the rest of the country”. “The weakening of local and
Georgia regional authorities is never a recipe for stability,” he said.

Germany

Greece René van der Linden welcomed the Parliament’s “historic decision” to completely
Hungary abolish the death penalty and said that domestic and foreign policies in the last fifteen
Iceland p : : : : "
reland years “have wreyongly taken the country in a new and rewaEdlng direction”. He
ltaly welcomed the significant progresses made in Moldova where “common European
Latvia values of democracy, human rights and the rule of law are fully respected” and said that
Liechtenstein these values were “the preconditions for stability, security and prosperity”.

Lithuania

Luxembourg However, he underlined that the functioning of democratic institutions is still in need of
Malta important reforms. Regarding the judicial and legal system, the President said that “it is
Moldova high time, after so many amendments, that laws on political parties be brought into line
Monaco with European standards”. Mr van der Linden stressed the need “to ensure that the Bar
mg:cg}"a”ds Association is independent and free from political influence”, as well as to effectively
Poland implement court decisions and properly train judges and prosecutors, something that
Portugal would “notably” help in the fight against corruption. “International investors will not be
Romania attracted to Moldova if they fear that administrative, political and judicial decisions may
Russia be distorted by corruption,” he said.

San Marino

Serbia Finally, the President mentioned Moldova’s bad trafficking record, “not only in drugs and
Slovakia weapons, but also in human beings, a most despicable form of crime”. The ratification
Slovenia of the Council of Europe Convention against trafficking in human beings in May was an
gmlgen important step, “but it must be followed by full and effective implementation”, he said.
Switzerland He also invited Moldova “to participate fully in the Assembly’s campaign against

“The former Yugoslav

domestic violence”, which will be launched next November, and gave a reminder that

Republic of the Council of Europe offers free expertise to ensure that countries are in conformity
Macedonia” with European standards.
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