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Subject: LosSinj Dolphine Reserve Tursiops truncatus)

Regarding your letter dated M1December 2009, please find below explanation ckagr
conservation status of the LoSinj Dolphin Archiggla

As stated in our letter dated 31 August 2009, it wacessary to find a compromise with local
community related to the fishery restrictions timaight be imposed to local fisherman with the
protection of Cres LoSinj archipelago under thegaty of special marine reserve. In reference dg th
additional field consultations with local peopléa¢seholders) were conducted by the State Institrte
Nature Protection (SINP) during 2009, with an aifrdetermining their concerns about the LoSinj-
Cres marine protected area, reaching to find comi@® solution which will assure protection of
bottlenose dolphin and its habitat. Consultatiomewsed that the category of special marine reserve
cannot allow for even limited commercial fishingiaity which was inappropriate for one of the most
populated islands in the Adriatic, where peopleehlng fishing tradition. Therefore, the conclusion
of additional stakeholder's consultations and aod#l analysis resulted with the finding that
protection under strict category of special mareserve could cause more harm than good due to the
resistance from the local community.

Attempting to find compromise in favour of protactiof habitat for dolphins, but also reaching
for support from the local community, the MinistifyCulture and SINP have developed new proposal
for the protection under the category of the regigrark and sed it to local stakeholders for furthe
consultation. The category of regional park undeoa@Gan Nature Protection Act (OG 70/05 and
139/08), is adequate to IUCN category V of protgeteeas. This category allows for limited economic
use of natural resources, however, all naturaleslincluding species and habitats for which the
regional park was proclaimed in the first placesehto remain preserved. The zonation of the area wa
also proposed. “No take” zone was defined to inelRdsidonia oceanica beds (NATURA habitat
type) as well as important sites and corridorsdolphins, marine turtles). Within “No take zone”
fishery will not be allowed, only some small traaiital fishing contest (New Year fishing contest)l wi
be allowed once a year, liable to particular petmibe issued by the County Authority. Local fighin
boats could only sail through the zone, with ndifig activity. Fishing boats cording will be allogve
at “Corpo morto” only, on the spots which will befohed with the Regulation of internal order of the
future regional park. This Regulation, in accordatw Croatian NPA, is to be developed in the future
by Regional (County) Public Institution who will mage future regional park or by Local Public
Institution for management of regional park (if el so by Regional and Local authorities).
Aquaculture in “No take zone” will not be allowddiving activities restrictions will be defined blye
above mentioned Regulation and controlled throlghparticular permits which will be issued from
County Authority for each diving activity. The bardof the MPA was also slightly changed and the
total size of the MPA proposed in the new Studyaw 46.296,53 ha (out of which the 46.058,59 ha is
the sea and 237,94 ha is on land).
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Proposed conservation measures were based on dbmmendations and data received from
relevant scientific bodies and organizations (pritpafrom the Blue World Institute and the
ACCOBAMS Scientific Committee).

As stated in our letter of 31 August 2009, both khieistry of Culture and the SINP are of the
opinion that if all of the precautionary measuites the Study for permanent proclamation predmts f
are met, the adequate conservation of both théehotte dolphin and its habitat in the Cres — LoSinj
area will be achieved. The conservation measurepoged by Study will be transferred to the
Management Plan of the Cres-LoSinj Archipelago Begji Park, which will be prepared after the
formal proclamation, including consultations withralevant stakeholders. In parallel, the Regolati
of internal order of the regional park could bealeped by the County/Local Public Institution.

In our letter above, we have also informed you thew Study for proclamation of Cres-LoSinj
Archipelago in the category of the Regional paiks been sent to local community for opinion and
their response was expected during September. Udgthave have asked local partners several times,
we have not received any reply so far. As earlycedt after positive response from local community,
the next steps will include: finalization of theudy by the SINP, preparation of the proposal ohein
of designation by the Primorsko-goranska Countfgrming the public (the procedure of providing
public access to information relative to RegionatkPshall be organized and implemented by the
Primorsko-goranska County), and actual proclamaifahe protected area by the Primorsko-goranska
county assembly.

As also previously mentioned, the Cres — LoSinjhyelago is included in national ecological
network since November 2007, as a result of it, acwbrding to the Nature Protection Act (OG 70/05
and 139/08), in the case of a planned interventidhe ecological network area, which by itselfiror
combination with other interventions, may havegasgicant impact on the conservation objectives and
integrity of the ecological network area, its impam ecological network has to be assessed.
Assessment is prescribed by the NPA and it folltvesprovisions of Habitats Directive, articles 6(3)
and 6(4). Additionally, every NEN or NATURA 2000tesishould be managed in accordance with
management plans which have to be developed bygmanpublic institution.

Therefore we believe that protection of that spedifrea of Adriatic Sea and its species and
habitats is well secured even before regional gapkoclaimed.



