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1. Opening of the meeting by the Secretariat 
 The meeting was opened by Ms Carolina Lasén Diaz, from the Secretariat, who welcomed 
participants (list in Appendix 1). She informed the Group that she has received apologies from the 
representative of the European Commission and Luxembourg for being unable to attend the meeting. 
All participants were invited to introduce themselves and the secretariat provided clarification on the 
status of members and observers in this ad hoc working group set up under the Bern Convention. 

2.  Election of Chairperson 
 Mr Trausti Baldursson (Iceland) was elected as Chair of the Working Group. He thanked 
participants for his election. He regretted the low participation of government representatives at the 
meeting, but welcomed the active participation of numerous observers. He hoped that the meeting 
would meet its objectives in an efficient way and encouraged all participants to contribute to the 
discussions on the draft charter. 

3. Adoption of the agenda 
 The agenda was adopted as set out in Appendix 2. 

4. Introduction by the Secretariat  
 Ms Lasén Diaz briefly presented the Bern Convention, including the main obligations for Parties, 
and summarised the background of this activity, which comes from a decision taken by the Parties to 
the Convention in November 2009, at the 29th meeting of the Standing Committee, when they 
discussed and adopted the Programme of Activities for 2010.  The Standing Committee agreed to set 
up a working group to prepare a European Charter on angling and biodiversity in 2010,  
complementary to the 2007 European Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity, and aimed at providing 
Parties with “principles and guidelines for sustainable angling activities”. 

 Ms Lasén Diaz also referred to the European Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity, and related 
Recommendation No. 128 (2007), adopted by the Standing Committee in November 2007. She 
summarised the process followed for its elaboration, as well as its approach and main contents, which 
includes a set of non-binding principles and guidelines addressed to competent national authorities, 
biodiversity managers and ‘users’, including hunters and hunting tour operators, to ensure that hunting 
is carried out in a sustainable way 

 Ms Lasén Diaz further explained the procedure to prepare a full draft European Charter on 
Angling and Biodiversity, expected to be submitted to the next meeting of the Standing Committee to 
be held in Strasbourg on 6-10 December 2010.  

 Participants raised questions regarding the monitoring of Recommendations adopted by the 
Standing Committee, such as the one regarding the European Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity, 
and the possible future one on a European angling charter; as well as funding sources for countries to 
implement them. 

5. Presentation of the EIFAC Code of Practice for Recreational Fisheries  
 Mr Phil Hickley, Chairperson of the European Inland Fisheries Advisory Commission (EIFAC) – 
a statutory body of the United Nations’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) - explained the 
role and the work of EIFAC, a network of 33 member countries and the European Union, linking 
policy-makers, managers and scientists working on inland fisheries and aquaculture issues.  

 Mr Hickley stressed the need for an international approach to recreational fisheries and raised 
issues related to the definition of recreational fisheries; the economic importance of this activity; and 
the responsibility of the sector in the conservation and sustainable use of aquatic resources.  

 He gave an overview of the EIFAC Code of Practice for Recreational Fisheries, aimed at 
providing a set of good practices to the recreational fisheries sector in order to: promote sustainable 
recreational fisheries; recognise their ecological, social and economic dimensions; minimise conflicts 
with other aquatic resource user groups; and respond proactively to fish welfare issues. 
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 This volontary instrument, available in six languages, is intended to build on and complement the 
FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries. The Code of Practice contains minimum standards 
of environmentally friendly, ethically-appropriate and socially acceptable recreational fishing and its 
management. Mr. Hickley further explained that the Code of Practice was endorsed at the 25th session 
of EIFAC, held in Turkey in May 2008, and is currently being promoted by EIFAC member countries 
as well as by the UE, as its the main challenge is to achieve successful implementation. Finally, Mr. 
Hickley informed the working group that a first monitoring of the application of the EIFAC Code of 
Practice would be carried out by May/June 2010. 

6. Presentation of the draft Charter by the consultant  
 The consultant, Mr Scott Brainerd, introduced himself to the members of the working group, 
highlighting his previous involvement in the preparation of the European Charter on Hunting and 
Biodiversity, and the fact that the Standing Committee had asked for a complementary Charter for the 
angling sector. He highlighted the non-binding nature of the draft European Charter on Angling and 
Biodiversity and presented its scope and purpose, mirroring the model provided by the 2007 European 
Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity but also needing to be adapted to the specific circumstances of 
the angling sector. 

 Mr Brainerd presented the structure and main sections of the draft Charter, including its scope, 
purpose and objectives. He explained that the draft Charter considers not only citizens’ but also 
governmental responsibilities, as the draft Charter addresses angling as a recreational form of 
utilisation and/or management of aquatic biodiversity in Europe. 

The draft Charter covers the three pillars of sustainability: ecological, socio-cultural, and 
economic, and is closely linked to the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the Sustainable Use 
of Biodiversity and the Malawi Principles for the Ecosystem Approach, developed under the UN 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). The draft text also takes account of the EIFAC Code of 
Practice, and other relevant policy regarding angling. The draft Charter includes twelve overarching 
principles and a set of non-binding 50 guidelines for biodiversity regulators and managers, as well as 
49 guidelines for users (anglers and angling tour operators). 

The consultant explained that the draft Charter represents a formal recognition by the Bern 
Convention of the importance of angling as a tool for biodiversity conservation, while emphasising the 
need for angler involvement and co-operation in biodiversity monitoring, research and management. 

7. Discussion session   
Members of the Working Group held a discussion on the draft Charter prepared by the consultant. 

After a first round of general feedback on the document, members focused on providing detailed 
comments and input into each of the sections of the draft text submitted for discussion. Some of the 
most critical issues discussed were: the scope of the draft charter (focusing on freshwater and coastal 
biodiversity); definitions and use of terms, including “recreational fisheries” instead of “angling” for 
conceptual and translation reasons; and the linkages between the draft Charter and the EIFAC Code of 
Practice in order to minimise overlaps and ensure the relevance of each instrument.  

8. Next steps  
The Working Group agreed to send in additional comments and input to the draft Charter by 23rd 

April 2010. The consultant will then prepare a revised version of the draft Charter by mid-June 2010, 
which will be circulated to all members of the Working Group as well as other Parties that have 
expressed an interest to participate (Slovenia, Germany, UK, Switzerland). Members of the Working 
Group will have until mid-August 2010 to comment on the revised draft. A final full version will be 
prepared by the end of September 2010 so that it can be translated into French and submitted to the 
Standing Committee ahead of its next meeting in December 2010. 

9. Any other business 
No other business was raised. 
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Appendix 1 

L IST OF PARTICIPANTS  
__________ 

 

 
I. CONTRACTING PARTIES / PARTIES CONTRACTANTES 
 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION / COMMISSION EUROPEENNE  
Ms Heidrun KLEINERT, Policy Officer, Natura 2000 Unit, DG Environment, European Commission, 
B-1049 BRUSSELS 
Tel. +32 2 2953395.  E-mail : Heidrun.Kleinert@ec.europa.eu 

[Apologised for absence / Excusée] 
 
FRANCE / FRANCE 
Mr Jacques ROBERT, Bureau de la Chasse et la Pêche en eau douce, DGALN/DEB/PEM1, Ministère 
de l’Ecologie, de l’Energie, du Développement durable et de la Mer (MEEDDM), Arche Sud, 92055 
LA DEFENSE Cedex 
Tél: +33 140 81 31 70.   E-mail : jacques.robert@developpement-durable.gouv.fr 
 
ICELAND / ISLANDE 
Mr Trausti BALDURSSON, Head of International Affairs, Icelandic Institute of Natural History, 
Hlemmur 3, 125 REYKJAVIK 
Tel: +354 590 0500.   Fax: +354 590 0595.   E-mail: trausti@ni.is  
 
LUXEMBOURG / LUXEMBOURG  
Mr Max  LAUFF, Ministère de l'Intérieur et à la Grande Région, Administration de la gestion de l'eau 
, Service Pêche, 51-53, rue de Merl, L - 2146 LUXEMBOURG. 
Tel: (00352) 260286 47.   Fax: (00352) 260286 63.   E -mail: max.lauff@eau.etat.lu.  

[Apologised for absence / Excusée] 
 
NORWAY / NORVÈGE 
Mr Arne EGGEREIDE, Project Manager, Directorate for Nature Management, N-7485 TRONDHEIM 
Tel : +47 73 58 07 41.   Fax: +47 73 58 05 01.   E-mail: arne.eggereide@dirnat.no  
 
II. OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS 
 
European Anglers Alliance (EAA) and Verband Deutscher Sportfischer (VDSF) 
Mr Mathias von LUKOWICZ, on behalf of the European Anglers Alliance (EAA) and Verband 
Deutscher Sportfischer (VDSF), Vice-President VDSF, Siemensstr. 11-13, 63071 OFFENBACH, 
Germany 
Tel. +49 (0)69 8570695.   Fax +49 (0)69 873770.   E-mail: m.vonlukowicz@vdsf-praesidium.de.    
 
Mr Stefan SPAHN, Research Associate, Verband Deutscher Sportfischer (VDSF), Siemensstr. 11-13, 
63071 OFFENBACH, Germany 
Tel. +49 (0)69 8570695.   Fax +49 (0)69 873770.   E-mail: s.spahn@vdsf.de. 
 
European Anglers Forum 
Mr Philippe LALAUZE, Vice-président de la Fédération Nationale de la Pêche en France, membre du 
Conseil des Présidents du European Anglers Forum, … 
Tel : +33 148 24 96 00   Fax : +33 148 01 00 65   E-mail : philippelalauze@gmail.com  
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Mr Bernard BRETON, Général de la Fédération Nationale de la Pêche en France, membre du Conseil 
des Présidents du European Anglers Forum, … 
Tel : …   Fax : …   E-mail : … 
 
EIFAC – European Inland Fisheries Advisory Commission 
Mr Phil HICKLEY, EIFAC Chairperson, c/oEnvironment Agency, Mance House, Hoo Farm 
Industrial Estate, Worcester Road, KIDDERMINSTER DY11 7RA, United Kingdom. 
Tel: +44 (0)1562 534161.   E-mail: phil.hickley@environment-agency.gov.uk.    
 
Mr Raymon VAN ANROOY, Technical Secretary of EIFAC Sub-Commission IV, on social and 
economic aspects of inland fisheries, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 
Sub-regional Office for Central Asia (FAOSEC), Ivedik Cad. No.55, ANKARA, Turkey.    
Tel: +90-312-3079520;  Fax:+90-312-3271705;  E-mail: Raymon.VanAnrooy@fao.org 
 
European Fishing Tackle Trade Association (EFFTA) 
Mr Bruno BROUGHTON, Fisheries Consultant & Advisor to EFTTA, Trenchard, Lower Bromstead 
Road, Moreton, NEWPORT TF10 9DQ, United Kingdom. 
Tel: +44.1952 691515.   E-mail: bruno.broughton@virgin.net  
 
FACE - Federation of Associations for Hunting and Conservation of the EU  
Mr Gabor VON BETHLENFALVY, Conservation Project Manager, FACE - Federation of 
Associations for Hunting and Conservation of the EU , Rue F. Pelletier 82, B-1030 Brussels, Belgium. 
Tel: +32 (0) 2 732 6900.   Fax: +32 (0) 2 732 7072.   Email: biodiversity@face.eu.    
 
Fédération nationale de pêche 
Mr Jérôme GUILLOUËT, Responsable Technique, Fédération Nationale de la Pêche en France et de 
la protection du milieu aquatique, 17 rue Bergère - 75009 PARIS, France. 
Tél : +33 148 24 94 83.   Fax : +33 148 01 00 65.   E-Mail: j.guillouet@federationpeche.fr  
 
IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Natur e) 
Mr Robert KENWARD, Chair of IUCN-ESUSG, IUCN (Sustainable Use Specialist Group, European 
Region), Stoborough Croft, Grange Road, WAREHAM, BH20 5AJ, United Kingdom. 
Tel: +44 1929 553759.   Fax: +44 1929 553761.   E-mail : reke@ceh.ac.uk  
 
III. CONSULTANTS / EXPERTS CONSULTANTS 
 

Mr Scott BRAINERD, Scientific advisor to the Norwegian Institute for Nature Research, 285 Cindy 
Dr. Apt. A, FAIRBANKS, AK 99701, USA  
Tel. +1 907-459-7261.   Fax +1 907-459-7332/7337.   E-mail : scott.brainerd@nina.no.  
 
IV. SECRETARIAT / SECRETARIAT 
 
Council of Europe / Conseil de l’Europe, Directorate of Culture and of Cultural and 
Natural Heritage / Direction de la Culture et du Patrimoine culturel et naturel, 
F-67075 STRASBOURG CEDEX, France Tel : +33 388 41 20 00.   Fax : +33 388 41 37 51 
 
Ms Carolina LASÉN DÍAZ, Administrator / Administratrice 
Tel : +33 390 21 56 79.   Fax : +33 388 41 37 51.   E-mail : carolina.lasen-diaz@coe.int  
 
Ms Françoise BAUER, Principal administrative assistant / Assistante administrative principale, 
Biological Diversity Unit / Unité de la Diversité biologique 
Tel :  +33 3 88 41 22 61.   Fax : +33 3 88 41 37 51.   E-mail : francoise.bauer@coe.int 
 
Ms Véronique de CUSSAC, Biological Diversity Unit / Unité de la Diversité biologique 
Tel : +33 388 41 34 76. Fax : +33 388 41 37 51.   E-mail : veronique.decussac@coe.int 
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