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15.10.2010 
Ceremony in Strasbourg to mark the 60th Anniversary of 
the European Convention on Human Rights 
 
Date: 19 October 2010  
 
Time:  10.00 - 12.45 - Ceremony 
 11.00 - Press conference with Council of Europe Secretary General 
             Thorbjørn Jagland and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon  
 
Place: Council of Europe, Hemicycle of the Palais de l´Europe, Strasbourg 
 
Description: The Council of Europe is holding a ceremony to commemorate the 60th 
anniversary of the European Convention on Human Rights, which was opened for 
signature by member states on 4 November 1950 in Rome. The Convention today 
upholds the human rights of 800 million Europeans in 47 states. 
 
The keynote speech will be given by Ban Ki-moon, Secretary General of the United 
Nations. Statements will be made by Secretary General Thorbjørn Jagland, Gjorgje 
Ivanov, President of “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” on behalf of the 
Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers, and Jean-Paul Costa, President of the 
European Court of Human Rights. After the statements, a short film on the Convention 
will be screened and there will be a musical performance by Barbara Hendricks. 
 
The opening will be followed by a panel discussion on the future of human rights in 
Europe, moderated by Jean-Paul Costa, and with the participation of the presidents of 
Council of Europe bodies that monitor action against trafficking in human beings, racism 
and intolerance, torture and ill-treatment, social rights, the protection of national 
minorities and of minority languages.  
 
Secretary General Thorbjørn Jagland will meet with Secretary General Ban Ki-moon 
before the event. 
 
Link to the Programme  
Link to the dedicated website on the 60th anniversary of the Convention 
 

Practical information for media 
 
The event is open to the media. 
 
A press conference will be held at 11:00 am in Room 1 of the Palais de l´Europe with 
the participation of Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and Secretary General Thorbjørn 
Jagland. The press conference will be streamed via a live webcast on webtv.coe.int. 
For TV planning units: videos in broadcast quality of the event will be available on 
request from the Audiovisual Service. Download of these videos from a Council of 
Europe FTP can be arranged upon request. (tel. +33 (0)3 88 41 35 00, tvcoord@coe.int) 
 
Accreditation: Directorate of Communication, Danielle Schreiber-Somoza, 
danielle.schreiber-somoza@coe.int, tel. +33 3 88 41 25 44. 
 

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/QueVoulezVous.asp?NT=005&CM=8&DF=&CL=ENG
http://www.coe.int/t/dc/press/source/19OctProg011010_en.pdf
http://human-rights-convention.org/
http://webtv.coe.int/
mailto:danielle.schreiber-somoza@coe.int

