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Outline of the Workshop

Description of the «Peer-to-Peer Project»:

The Peer-to-Peer Project, co-funded by the Cowfcturope and the European Union, consists in &wor
programme to be implemented by the Office of then@dssioner for human rights in 2008 and 2009. It
aims at setting up an active network of independemi-judicial national human rights structures
("NHRSs") compliant with the Paris Principles, wipecial focus on non EU member States.

In this context, workshops for specialised stafimbers of the NHRSs are organised in order to convey
select information on the legal norms governingiity areas of NHRSs action and to proceed to a pee
review of relevant practices used or envisagediitout Europe.

The workshop “The promotion and protection by naicdhuman rights structures of freedom of
expression and information” will be organised frainto 23 October in Padua (ltaly).

General context :

The right to freedom of expression and informai®a political right, protected by various interioagl
instruments, among which Article 19 of the UnivérBaclaration of human rights or the International
Covenant on civil and political rights and, at Euean level, Article 10 of the European Convention o
human rights. Many monitoring mechanisms for thepeet of these standards were established at
international and European level. Among those mmeishas, special mention should be made to the
European Court of human rights, which has rapidiyeloped a case law ensuring the protection of
freedom of expression. The Court’'s work has beerapanied by complementary activities of other
Council of Europe organs, in particular the Comesitof the Ministers, the Parliamentary Assembly and
the Steering Committee on the Media and New Comaatioin Services (CDMC).

The workshop will consist in four working and dission sessions, corresponding to four aspects of
freedom of expression and freedom of information:

- balancing freedom of expression with other indiinl rights

- the specific cases of hate speech and insutitpous beliefs

- the protection of journalists

- access to information



These themes were chosen for two reasons:

- Particular attention is given to these four themthin the Council of Europe. This is demonsiuaby

the recent work of the Committee of Ministers amel Parliamentary Assembly concerning the protection
of journalists in time of crisis, de-criminalisatiof defamation or blaspherhy

- The activities conducted by the NHRSs in the mendtates of the Council of Europe show that these
four themes are of particular interest to them.oligh exchanges of experiences, participants wiloee
other avenues and possibilities for NHRSs to reg®othe protection and promotion of freedom of
expression and information.

Themes of the workshop:

The first session will focus on the sensitive isstieeconciling freedom of expression with the essypof
other fundamental rights of the individual or tr@ronunity. The protection of the reputation and t$gh
of others mentioned in Article 10 paragraph 2 & Buropean Convention presents a particular iriteres
this regard. Whereas freedom of expression is giedeto a large extent in the sphere of public teba
this protection is reduced when it comes to privaténtimate sphere, even when a public figure is
concerned. The issue of restrictions to freedorexpfession deserves special attention. The question
defamation is at the core of this debate.

Also within the limits to freedom of expressiorparticular attention will be given to the speciisue of
hate speech and the question of reconciling freedbaxpression and protection of religious beligfs,
light of recent discussions.

Then we will focus on journalists. Some of thentl s&in not exercise their profession without fear f
their safety or without pressure, including in EpgoThe protection of journalists, especially mds of
crisis, is aconditio sine qua non for a concrete and effective exercise of freedémexpression.

Finally, the issue of access to information shalltteated, primarily in terms of access to someiaff
documents of national, regional or local authasiti€o this end, it is worth mentioning the recerafid
Convention of the Council of Europe on access tblipudocuments, which was referred to the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe dpinion, and which is an important step in this
field.

The objectives of the workshop:

1. Strengthening the knowledge by the NHRSs of applécastandards on freedom of
expression and information.

2. Allowing NHRSs to monitor in a continuous and effee way the implementation, by
national, regional and local authorities, the in&tional and European standards on the
subject.

3. Informing NHRSs on the work of various organisasiam this field.

4. Promoting the exchange of "good practices” betwWddRSs.

5. Promoting the identification of barriers, limitscdaihallenges for NHRSs in dealing with
issues relating to freedom of expression and inébion.

Working methods:

The workshop will focus on the legal standards gowg the theme mentioned above, and facilitate
exchanges of views among peers on the differetipes applied or contemplated in Europe.

In each working session, a preponderant place beilreserved for an exchange of experiences, good
practices and difficulties encountered by NHRSSs.

! For a detailed overview of all those texts, plezser to the list of the background documents pregbéor this workshop.



