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Ref. CG-PR 58 (2015)

Mayors, councillors and local representatives from 22 European
countries call for the creation of an alliance of European cities to
prevent radicalisation

Aarhus, 18.11.2015 - Attending the International Conference on the prevention of
radicalisation leading to violent extremism, a hundred or so mayors, councillors and local
representatives from 22 European countries adopted a joint declaration. They call for
concerted action by local authorities, in close consultation with national governments, as part
of an alliance of European cities to counter the increase in radicalisation and the acts of
extreme violence to which it gives rise.

The declaration highlights the exceptional nature of the network constituted by the millions of
mayors and local councillors throughout Europe. “This unique network of elected
representatives can contribute, through its members’ knowledge of their area and population,
to an early warning system for any drift towards radicalisation. We ask national authorities to
systematically include local decision-makers in the drawing up and implementation of
strategies that are being developed at European and national levels”, declared the conference
participants.

They undertook to adopt integrated approaches to ensure that all local stakeholders are
involved: civil society, faith-based organisations, social, educational, security and justice
services. They also suggest launching an alliance of cities for the prevention of radicalisation
leading to violent extremism.

In this connection, they suggest that to assist local authorities and underpin this network
steps should be taken to establish a digital platform to exchange initiatives, experiences and
resources that are already in place in the fight against radicalisation. Lastly, in order to
continue this initiative they invite local and regional elected representatives to meet in
Rotterdam in 2016 at a European summit of mayors.

This conference was jointly organised by the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the
Council of Europe and the European Forum for Urban Security. It will be followed, on 19 and
20 November, by a conference on “Building resilience to radicalisation and violent extremism”
organised by the City of Aarhus.
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The Congress has two chambers, the Chamber of Local Authorities and the Chamber of Regions. It brings
together 324 full and 324 substitute members representing more than 200 000 European territorial
communities.

President of the Congress: Jean-Claude Frécon (France, SOC), President of the Chamber of Local Authorities:
Anders Knape (Sweden, EPP/CCE), President of the Chamber of Regions: Gudrun Mosler-Térnstrom (Austria,
S0OC)

Political Groups: Socialist Group (SOC), Group of the European People’s Party - Christian Democrats
(EPP/CD), Independent and Liberal Democrat Group (ILDG), European Conservatives & Reformists Group
(ECR)
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