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Congress to debate the situation in Ukraine at its next session

Strasbourg, 21 February 2014 - At its meeting in Nicosia, Cyprus, on 19 February 2014 the
Monitoring Committee of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of
Europe expressed its grave concern at the escalation of violence in Ukraine.

In a draft resolution to be debated during the Congress's next session from 25 to 27 March
2014 (subject to approval by the Congress Bureau), the committee gives its full support to
an initiative by the Secretary General of the Council of Europe to establish an advisory
panel to investigate the violent incidents linked to the protests in Kyiv following the
country's non-ratification of the association agreement with the European Union.

It considers that only genuine and immediate dialogue among all political forces in Ukraine
can help the country find a way out of its current profound crisis and calls on all parties to
refrain from all forms of violence and to establish conditions conducive to political dialogue
on all levels.

Such dialogue must engender, without further delay, a constitutional and administrative
reform that endows Ukraine with political and administrative institutions which command
broad support and which are, as regards local and regional authorities, consistent with the
principles of the European Charter of Local Self-Government and the recommendations
adopted by the Congress in October 2013.

The Congress has two chambers, the Chamber of Local Authorities and the Chamber of Regions.

It brings together 318 full and 318 substitute members representing more than 200 000 European territorial
communities.

President of the Congress: Herwig Van Staa (Austria, EPP/DC), President of the Chamber of Regions: Nataliya
Romanova (Ukraine, IDLG), President of the Chamber of Local Authorities: Jean-Claude Frécon (France, SOC)
Political Groups: Socialist Group (SOC), Group of the European People’s Party — Christian Democrats
(EPP/CD), Independent and Liberal Democrat Group (ILDG), European Conservatives & Reformists Group
(ECR)
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