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Introduction

The Conference of European Ministers responsible for Local and Regional Government
(14" Session, 24-25 February 2005, Budapest) agreed in the Budapest Declaration on
Delivering Good Local and Regional Governance:

"1. to make “delivering good local and regional governance” an essential objective to be pursued
by our member States in order to respond to the challenges facing our societies and meet the
legitimate expectations of our citizens;

2. to pursue this objective also through our co-operation within the Council of Europe, including
with the Parliamentary Assembly and Congress of Local and Regional Authorities;

3. to adopt the Agenda appended to this Declaration in which we identify the major challenges facing
our member states in delivering good local and regional governance and commit ourselves to action by
member States individually and through the Council of Europe over the next five years;

4. to keep the implementation and development of the Agenda under review at future sessions of our
Conference.”

The Ministers’ Deputies at their 926" meeting on 11 May 2005, entrusted the Steering
Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) with the tasks of taking the Agenda
forward with appropriate prioritisation in the light of available resources, making relevant
proposals for the future intergovernmental programmes of activities and keeping the
implementation of the Declaration as a whole under review.

At the 15" session of their Conference in Valencia (15-16 October 2007), the Ministers
reviewed the Budapest Agenda and recapitulated the challenges identified and the
actions committed to in an order that reflects the preferences of member States. The
present document is based on this revised Agenda.

Preliminary remarks on the structure of this document

The present document is composed of different parts presenting CDLR activities under
different angles and according to different degrees of detail.

The executive summary (new part following a request from the Bureau), allows to see
at a glance the state of progress of each of the CDLR’s activities.

The recapitulation in Part I presents the Budapest Agenda, revised in Valencia, in
broad lines.

Part II provides more detail for each of the CDLR’s activities and their state of

progress:

- Some activities have been completed (highlighted in grey).

- Most of the activities are underway; recent changes or additions to the information
are underlined. A number of current activities are to continue during the second
phase of the Budapest Agenda, revised in Valencia.
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- Other activities could be added to the Agenda, notably in view of the preparation of
the 16™ Ministerial Session which will take place in the Netherlands in 2009. In a
number of cases potential activities have already been identified but not yet decided
upon. These appear in italics.

Part III sets out the activities concerning the implementation by member States of the
commitments in respect of the acquis and information base of the Council of Europe on
Local and Regional Democracy as well as in respect of participation in the work of the
Council of Europe.

Finally, the document presents a table classifying the activities under four types
(gathering of information, standard setting, promotion of the information base and the
acquis, assessment).
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TABLE OF ACTIVITIES BY TYPE

OVERVIEW by type, theme and action for CDLR activities to A
implement Budapest Declaration and Agenda — phase 2005-2008
I. Legal framework and institutional structure
1 Promotion Rec (2004)12
Assessment impact Rec (2004)12
2 Report regional self-government °
(First) report regional self-government °
3 Report on inter-municipal co-operation °
4 Report on relations central and local authorities °
5 Detailed comparative study °
Structure and operation reports °

Il. Democratic participation and public ethics

1 CDLR associated to work ICT & GG and Dem

Activity on ICT and local democracy

Presentations on ICT & GG and Dem

2 CDLR associated to work remote voting °
Activity on remote voting

3 Evaluation and role of researchers °
Test of CLEAR framework

Draft recommendation on evaluation

Convention based legal standards

[S1

CD-ROM

Preparation national handbooks

Preparation of thematic documents

6 Activity on compliance

~

Preparation of national contributions

8 Survey Rec (2001) 19

Accompanying docs Rec(2001) 19

Campaign Rec (2001)19

9 Tour de table on CETS 144

lll. Local and regional finance and public services

1 Promote acquis

Booklets and CD ROM

Assessment conformity and impact

2
3 Recommendation local and regional public services
4 Report Performance management

Report Accounting rules

Report Internal audit

Recommendation on capacity building

5 Report relations CDLR with private sector

6 Report Local finance in Europe

IV. Transfrontier co-operation

1 Updating web-site

Updating report Current state of TFC

Establishing network of national correspondents on TFC

2 Drafting practical guide

Elaborating capacity building programme TFC

Dissemination Rec (2005) 3

3 Information meetings TFC conventions

4 Dissemination and promotion Rec (2005) 2

Promoting bi-lateral /regional agreements TFC in South-Eastern
Europe

5 Informal meeting 3" protocol TFC

Elaboration 3" protocol TFC

“PART IIl”

Evaluation acquis

Evaluation information base

Exchange of views on participation in the work of the CoE

Legend:

A= Gathering of information, data and good practices
(strengthening the information base)

B= Standard setting (strengthening the acquis)

C= Promoting the information base and/or the acquis

D= Assessment

Overview of activities of the CDLR to implement the Budapest Agenda for delivering

good local and regional government [CDLR-Bu(2008)13]




