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10.11.2009 
Fighting racist violence and discrimination: ECRI round 
table in Hungary 
  
Date: 16 November 2009 
  
Location: Budapest (Hungary) – Novotel Budapest Centrum, Rákóczi út 43-45. 
 
Organised by the Council of Europe’s European Commission against Racism and 
Intolerance (ECRI) 
 
Description: The aim of the round table is to examine the situation in Hungary with 
regard to racially motivated violence as well as racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and 
intolerance in public discourse. Participants will also take stock of the implementation of 
anti-racial discrimination legislation and policies, and discuss the follow-up given to the 
recommendations contained in ECRI’s fourth report on Hungary. 
 
The meeting will be opened by Vilmos Szabó, Senior Secretary of State of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Hungary, and Eva Smith Asmussen, Chair of ECRI. It will bring 
together representatives from the Government, the Parliament, the judiciary, local and 
regional authorities, national human rights institutions, academics, NGOs and trade 
unions. 
 
In its fourth report on Hungary, ECRI welcomed some positive developments in 
legislation, and the establishment of bodies and actions responsible for fighting 
discrimination. It also expressed its concern on the situation of the Roma minority, 
especially in the field of employment and education, and with regard to the rise of racist 
public discourse.  
 
The round table is open to press. It will start at 9:00 and end at 17:15. 

 
Links to Programme and Explanatory note 
 
ECRI is an independent human rights body of the Council of Europe which monitors 
problems of racism and intolerance by preparing country specific reports, and issues 
recommendations to member states. More information on: www.coe.int/ecri  
 
Contact: 
Stéphanie Marsal, ECRI’s External Relations officer,  tel:  +33(0)3 90 21 43 28, mobile 
(15-16 November): + 33 (0)6 62 18 55 42, stephanie.marsal@coe.int 
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