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Strashourg, 3 Sep'tember 2010

Dear Ms.Gachet,

Concerning your letter dated 30 July 2010 and the Commissioner's
letter dated 28 July 2010 addressed to the Prime Minister of the Republic of
Macedonia, | have the pleasure to enclose herewith a copy of the Prime
Minister's reply.

The original of the letter will be submitted upon its arrival.

Yours sincerely,

Vladimir Ristovski
Ambassador

Ms. Isil Gachet
Director of the Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights
Council of Europe -

STRASBOURG

13, rue Andre Jung, 67000 Strasbourg; Tel.. 03 88 37 17 00 Fax: 03 88 37 19 04



BAAAA HA
PEIYBAUKA MAKAEAOHI/IJA
flpercenaren

Cronje, 01 cenmemepu 2010 200una

Bama Excenenugjo,

Vnatyeajiu Bu M3pasH Ha HajBHCOKO IOYMTYBame, A03BONETe MM Az BH ce
safnarofapaM Ha Bamerto MHCMoO BO Koe ro H3pasysarte BamuoT wrrepec 3a Geraauure
on KocoBo xou ce ymrre ce Haofaar Ha TeputopHjata Ha Penrybmiaka MakenoHuja,
ocoleHO BO noTriel Ha HABHAT2Z OKANHA UHTErpalMja M HPHCTAIOT 40 KOHOMCKM M
COLMjanHY TIpaBa.

Bo ofHOG Ha GapamaTa Ha 3aliTHTA Ha DerajuMTe, OCTEAPYBABETO HA HHBHHTE
COLMO - CKOHOMCKH NpaBa M HMBHATA HHTerpalija Bo Jpkasarta, Penybnnkxa
Maxezonrja nipest ¢é ce pakoBOAK 07, 3aKOHOT 33 33WN M NPHBPEMEHa 3AIUTHTA, BO KOj
LEMOCHO ¢¢ BrpajeHu o0BpckHTe KoM npominerysaaT oA KonsemiinjaTa 3a crarycoT Ha
Geranumre ox 1951 roguHa, H3MeHeTa M gonoiaHera ¢o [IpoToxonoT op 1967 roawua,
KaKo ¥ cTaHAapauTe Ha EY na nonero Ha azunor - EY Acquis', onpasysajku ja na Toj
Hau¥H HajaoGpaTta npakca so Espona,

JaxkoHOT 3a a3/ H NPHBPEMEHA 3AIITHTE CO HErOBHTC M3IMSHH H JOHONHYBAE,
BO NOT/IEH HA NMPUCTAMOT A0 COLMjaIHATA JAINTHTA, TH H3€HAYYB4 IMIATA CO NPHIHACH
craryc Ha Gerajely W JMuata noA cyGcHaujapHa 3amTHTa co ApxasjanmTe Ha Penybnuka
Maxegonnja. U3eAHaueHOCT HA OBaa KATEropHja Ha JIMIA CO MAKESHOHCKUTE APKARjAHH
MOCTOH ¥ BO MOFAEH HA NPHCTANOT J0 OCHOBHMTE 3/PABCTBEHH YCHYrH. 3aKOHOT HCTO
TAaKa ja MPeABHAYBE MOXHOCTA 33 BpafoTyBame HA OBAa KATETOpHja NHLA, OA MCTHTE
YCNOBM KOW CO COOABETHHTE 3aKOHCKH TIDONHCM Ce NpEABHACHM 33 CTpaHUMTE €O
HOCTOjaH NpecToj, OHHOCHC CIPAHUWTE €O TpHBPEMEH Ipectoj Bo Pemybnuka
MaxeoHuja.

Herosata Excesnernnja
I'-aun Tomac XAMEPBEPT
Komecap 3a uoBeKOBH HpaBa

CTPA3EBYP

! Tyxa 61 mowmene aa ce ueraknar Ypenfata na Coneror 343/2003, Hupexmvsara 3a npHed 2003/5/EIT,
Hupextvpata 32 xoarmnHxkanMja Ha aswitor 2004/83/ELl-u [IupexTnBaTta 3a MpoLEAypHre 33 a3un
2005/85/ELL,
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Co uen na ce oBOIMOXKH HOC/IEHHA HMILICMEHTalWja Ha TIpaBaTa 3arapaHTHpaHu
c0 3aKoHOT 2a ajujl H NIpHBpPEeMeEHa 3allITHTA, Kako H Aa ce obesbeny opraHHsupas u
ceondaTeH WHCTHTYUMOHANEH NMPUCTan Ha MOJNeTo Ha MHTerpaudja va Oerampsre, o
cTpaHa Ha MuHucTepcTBOTO 3a TPYR ¥ coumjanyHa noautuka {MTCII) na Penybauka
Makeyionyja Geie usroTsena Ctpareruja 2a nuTerpatuyja Ha Geranum 1 crpanuy 2008 —
2015 roppna, xoja Geme ycBoeHa o cTpaHa Ha Bragata Bo zexkemspu 2008 rommma.
Cnencteeno Ha crpartermjara, Bo HoemspH 2009 roznHa on crpasa Ha Bnanara Geme
ycsoeH ¥ HannoHanHuoT akiMcky niaH 32 HMiseMeHTalja Ha CTparerijara Bo Koj ce
JeduHupaa KOHKPETHM AKTHBHOCTY ¥ MepKH KOHM € MOoTpeOHO Xa ce mpeseMarT BO
crepHMTe 00NACTH: COUMjaNHH YCIAYT# M 3alITHTa; Bpaborypame; obpasoBaune U ofyxka;
3ADARCTEEHA 3alllTHTa; OOMYBAKE H aHrKHpaHocT BO 3aeaumiata. CormacHo
fIpenopaKkuTe BO CIparerujara, Bo TekoT Ha 2009 roauna Geme gopMupaH H LICHTapOT 3a
HHTErpanyja Koj PyHKIHMOHAPa KaKo NPOeKTHA MHMIA Bo pamki Ha MTCII.

On MOYeTOKGT HAa CBOMTE aKTHBHOCTH, LieHTapoT sa MHTErpaudja COrNacHo
AKLHMOHKOT [UIaH, 3aI104Ha CO PA3BMBAKRE HA MHOMBHAYANHU IINAHOBU 3a WHTErpaiija Ha
Oeranckure ceMejcTBa. AKTHBHOCTHTE 32 MHTCrpaunja Ha Geramre Oea npoclreaesy u
CO COOJBETHA KaMIawmka 3a HUBHO WHGopMiupame npeKy NucTpHOylja Ha dnaepu Kaje
Oea enabopupaHi NpamiakaTa 33 OCTBAPYBAWE HA NPABaTa 0J] COLMiANHA 3amITHTA,
BpaboTyBake M FeHepallHoO MITO NoApastHpa HHTErpalja BO OHIITECTROTO.

Itpexy Llewrapor 3a HHTerpaumja, a Bo copaboTxa co BHCOKHOT KoMecapHjaT 3a
Geramm npu Obeaunernte Hauun m AreHumjara 3a BpaboTyBame Ha PemyOiuka
Makenonnja, og HoemBpu 2009 rommsa go jyHu 2010 ronuna Gea ofobpenn 3a
peanusaunia 10 rpaHTosy 3a Manu OusHucH o MakcumyM 200,000 nenapu u 9 obyxu 32
paboTHO ococofyBamke KOH BKYNHO BKITy4YHja 24 cemejeTa. Bo paMRH Ha aKTHBHOCTHTE
3a Manu OusHHcH Oemie BKNY9eHO M perucTpHpaise Ha ApyluTBaTa BO IleHTpanauoT
perxcrap Ha PenyGnuxa Maxegonuja.

[IpBHUHKUTE WIPOEKNMH HanpaeeHH Be LleHTapoT 32 HHTerpanMja npeasHAyBaa
3HayuTeNHO ToroneM Opoj Ha AMUAa Kou Tpebamie na OMHAT BKAYYEHHM BO OBME
akTupHocTH. Cenak, M NOKpaj MHOTYOpOjHHTE MOCETH HAa CEMEjCTBaTa BO KOH Ce
pasrncAyaa HajpasAHYHH MOXHOCTH 32 HMBHO BIJIYYYBamk€ HA M43apoT Ha TPYA
M30CTAHA MHMOMjaTHBATA O CTpaHa na Oeranuure 3a BKIY4YBRmE BO OBHE TOKOBH /0
OBOj NEPHOJ| H30CTaHA.

Kaxo enma op axtueHocTHTe npeapuaeHu co HAIT Geme npesemame Ha
o0BpCcKUTE 0J, CTPaHa Ha APXKABATA 3a BKIyuyBare Ha Oerannure BO Beke MOCTOJHHOT
CHCTEM Ha COUMjansa 3alllTUTa, KOj HYIH MOXHOCT 3a OCTBApYBake Ha CONMjalHa
NMapHYHA TOMOII, [TOCTOjaHa NApMYHA [IOMOW, MapH4Ha NMOMOII Ha JuUE Koe no 18
FOAMHH MMAJIO CTATYC Ha Jiule 6e3 pOAWTENCKa TPHXA, KAKO M NapuveH HaJOMECTOK 3a
nomoll M Hera of Apyro nHne. Bo oBoj mMoMeHT op BKynHuoT Opoj Ha Geramum on
Kocoso Bo apxasara (1010 nnuna/209 cemejorsa nof| cyncnaujapya samura, 24 Jiuia/s
cemejcTBA ¢O npusHar cratyc Ha Oecranet) 179 cemejcTBa oCTBapyRaaT NpaBO Ha
conmjama napegna nomow ¥ 106 ceMejcTsa MpaBo HA HAJOMECTOK 32 3aKYTIHHHA Ha
cranfeH pocTop.

LlewrapoT 3a HHTErpaidja BICHCYBA roJleMy HAmopyd ¢o 1en Ha GeramiuTe fa UM
ce o0jacHHM CHCTEMOT Ha cOlHjallHA 3alTHTA BO ApKasata Kak0 H HHBHKTE IIpaBa H
obBpCKH CO LM Ja MOXKaT Jia TH OCTBAPYBRAT fpaBaTa NIPEABHACHM CO 3aKOHOT 3a
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colljanta 3amTHTa. Bo oBaa Hacoka Oea peamusmpand oxony 1300 duanBHmyanHH
MOCETH/KOHCYITAWM Ha Gerajiuvre, Ha KOH JIMUATA OA LEHTAPOT 3a HHTIErpauyja MM
HyZAca oMol Ha Gerailiure co e HUBHO NONSCHO HHTErPUpame BO OTIITECTBOTO,

Peny6nuka Maxeaouuja ocoGeno rHHManuie oOpHyBa W BO OZHOC HA TIPAIIARKETO
3a IPHEM BO JPKaBjaHCTBO, KAKO MHAMKATOP 3a YCMCHUIHA HHTerpalja Ha Oerajiure ro
HHBHaTa HOBa 3eMja Ha npectoj. Of oBue NpHYHHM, cO 3aKOHOT 32 H3MEHH H
JOTOJIHYBAMBATa Ha 3aKoHOT 3a ApxasjaHctBe o 2008 ropuHa, ce npeapHfoa
NIPHBHIETHPaHH YCIOBH 3a HpPHEM BO JPXKABjaHCTBO Ha NIpH3IHacH Oeranen no nat Ha
npnpop;ynamez. Oppendure off 3aKOHOT 32 JPXABjaAHCTBO CO KOHM Ce HYAHM MOXHOCT 32
HPHEM BO JPXKaBjaHCTBO IO OCHOB Ha Opak €O MakeXOHCKM ApXKaBjaHHH H TPHTOAHINCH
3aKOHCKH mpecToj Bo Penybnuka Makexonuja e HCTO Taka O IIONI3a 3a MHTErpauHja Ha
Jien on, Geranmuure co orjiefl Ha Toa mTO TpHeceTdHa Geramyy ox Kocoso xamseaT Bo
BOHOpayHa 3ae/HMIR CO MAKEJOHCKY ApXKapjaHd. 3a >kan, OBHE JMLA C& YIiTe He ce
OMTyuuNie Ia IO NeTanu3upaaT OpakoT H Ja TO peryiuMpaatr cBOJOT NPECTOj COrNacHo
3aKOHOT 32 CTpaHLK, CO WTO CAMOBOJIHO OAOGHBAAaT AA Ce HHTerpupaar ro Pemybanka
Maxegosuja NO 0BOj OCHOB.

Kora crauyea 36op 3a npxasjatcTeoTo, Penybmixka MaxefoHHja XaKo ApxaBa
Koja ja uma patHpuKysano EBporncxara kOHBeHIHja 3a ApxaBjaHcTBO 0f 1997 roanna,
ocofeHO BHMMaHHe 0OpHYBa Ha HOCNefHAa WMIIEMEHTalK|a Ha HAYENOTO Ha NPeBeHIyHja
o Ge3apxapjaHcTBo. 3a Taa uen, 3aKOHOT 3a ,upmanjauc;‘no, H& WAEHTHYEH HATHH KaKo
H 3a NMpHsHaHATe GeraniM, HyJu MOXXHOCT 3a CTEKHYSaibe Ha JpXKaBjaHCTBO IO Nt Ha
NpHpOAYBamke ¥ 3a nuuaTa Oe3 ppxkasjancrso. Hero Taka, ce 1aBa MOXHOCT Aa ¢& CTEKHE
CO APKABJAHCTBO JETe, KOG e HAjAcHO WIIH POJeHo, Ha TepuTopHjaTa Ha PenyGivxa
MaxegpHyja, Ha KO¢ POAMTENIHTE MY Ce HENO3HATH, WK Ce CO HeMO3HATO JAPKABjaHCTBO,
unH ce Ges apxasjancreo. Bo opaa npuiuka tpefa ja ce McTak#e M (aKToT HeKa
MunHcTepeTROTO 338 BHaTpeminy pabotu Ha Pemybnnka MakenoHnja Hema perMcTpHpaHo
anarpuiy nomery moctojuute Geramuu oA Kocoso, xaxo K dakroT Heka roneM Aen of
KocoBCkHTe Oeranuu BO M3MHMHATHRE FOAMHH HEODOBOJHO NATYBaaT BO MAaTHYHATA
Jp%apa co [en Aa ro 3anumar pafamero Ha choMTe Aela Bo Kocoro, a co Toa ro
peryMpaar u ApxaBjaHCKHOT CTATYC Ha HCTHTE.

Hanopwure Ha Bnanara u Ha MTCII 3a narerpanyja Ha ferannyre He 3acTaHyBaaT
Tyka. Co nen ma ¢e ofesfeny KOCNeIHO HMIUIGMEHTHpAE Ha NPaROTC HA 3APABCTBSHA
33MTHTA HA JIMIaTa CO MpH3HAeH cTaTyc Ha Oeramer W nMuara mop cybcuaujapna
3amTHTd, C¢e paboTH HA W3MEHAa W JIONONHYBame HA 3aKOHOT 3a 3/ApaBCTBEHO
OCHTYPYBame CO IUITO Ke C€ CO3UANAT YCIIOBH OBME JIHLA A2 CE CTEKHAT CO CTaryc Ha
3APABCTBEHO OCHIYPEHH JIMItA HCTO Kako ¥ MakeJloHCKHTe ApxasjaHd. Hcro Taka, ox
centemaps 2010 roguna, MTCII ke 2ano4He ¢o peanH3anyja HAa NPOMOTHBHA XaMIlaba
32 IOKAHA WHTerpauMja Ha beranuire, B0 pPaMKHTE Ha KOja Ce [IaHKpPa MHAHBHAYAIHY
MOCETH Ha cuTe OeranckH ceMejcTna co Hel Aa Ce 3all03HaaT HCTHTS CO MOXKHOCTHTE 38
HUBHA HHTerpaumja, Bo paMKHTe Ha OBaa KaMmIlamba Ke 3anouHe GopManHHOT NPOLIEC Ha
nHTerpanmja koj ke Oupge motkpemeH co dopManHO [OTNHMIIAHA AIUIMKAUMjA Ha
GeranenoT 32 HeroBHTE HAMEpH 3a JIOKANIHA MHTerpauMja Koja ke Ouje AocTapesa no

? PasnHkaTa BO OAHOC HA APYTHTE CTPAHLH CE OAHECYRA HA JO/DKAHATE HA HEPEKHHAT 3aKOHCRH NPECTO]
B0 Peny6muxa MakeIoOHRja, k0j HIHECYBR HajMANKY IIECT TOMMHY (38 CTPAHLMTE OBOj NPECTOj M3HECYBa
MMHHMYM OCYM FomuHH), He ce §apa fokas 38 HEOCYYBAHOCT BO MAaTHYHATA ApXara H He ce fapa ormycr
Of1, IpKABjaAHCTBOTO Off, MATHHHATA APJana.
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LEHTApOT 32 MHTerpaliHja [0 ITO 33 CEKoe CEMEJCTBO Ke Ce TIPUCTaiM  KOH
TIOArOTBYBAE HA HHAMBHAYANHY INAHOBH 32 HMBHA LITO [IOYCIEITHA MHTErpallija.

[Toxazaten 3a IocBeTeHocTa ua Baagata Ha Penybnvka Maxegondja za
yoBEKOBMTE Mpapa HA OeraillUTe M 3a HHBHOTO NpaBo Ha JOCTOMHCTBEHO Bpakamke BO
MaTHYHATA ApXKaBa, e ¥ dakrtoT mrro o Penybnuka Maxenonuja ce ymre ce Haoraar 470
mana op, Kocoso, yuy Gapama 3a asus ¢e ox0HeHH cO NPaBOCHNIHR CYACKA mpecyna. 3a
pa3jiMka Of HeKOM APYTH ApxaBH, uieHku Ha Coperor Ha Eppona W Ha EBponcxara
Yuuja, PeniyGmska MakeaoHHja ro cycIeHANpaIIe BPaKabeTo HA oBre snua Bo Kocoro,
HMajkH ja BO IIpEABMA KOMIUISKCHATA MONMTHYKA cocTojfa BO Koja mITo ¢e Haofa OB2a
3emja.

JlossoneTe MM Ha Kpaj /i MCTAKHAM Xeka NpamaleTO 3a TPAjHO pellaBame Ha
CTATYCOT Ha JIMNATA KoW Mofapase samTwuTa Bo Peny6inka Maxeonuja, BKIyqyBajkn ru
Tyka u Pomure Geramm on Kocoso, He e npamarbe Ha H360p Ha Bnapata v He 3aBHCH o
Hejsunara jnobpata BoJja, Koja € eBUAEHTHA, TYKY Npej cé o GaKToT Jany OBHe JHLA I'H
MCHOJHYRAAT YCJIOBHTE 38 HHBHA WHTEIPAUMja M NPHEM BO APKABJAHCTBO, YTBPNEHH BO
NO3MTUBHATE 3aKOHCKH NPONKCH HAa JpXaBara, KOH C¢ YCOrHaceHH CO JAHPeKTHBHUTC H
HajnoGpara npakca Ha Esporickara YHuja, ¥ OHa 0ITO € HajBaXXHO — NIOCTOEME Ha xenba
kaj Geranupre Ja ¢¢ MHTErPHpaaT BO ONMTECTROTO. Blajgara ocraHyBa M IIOHATaMy
'OTBOPEHA 32 CYFECTHH M copafioTka co KoMecapyjaToT 3a yoBekosy npasa npr Cosetor
Ha Espora, BKTydnTeNHO M copaloTkata Ha TONETO HA OCTRApPYBAFme Ha NMpaBaTa Ha
GeramuuTe H yRanpeAypame Ha HABHAaTa JIOKAIHA MHTErpalMja ¥ Ke I pasriefia cHTe
OKONHOCTH TNOBp3aHM CO NpucTanmyBamero Ha Pemybnuka Makegonnja koH
KouseHusjara va CE on 2006 roguna 3a y3ferHyBame Ha CydauTe Ha nuuarta Ges
JPXABjAHCTBO NMOBP3AHO CO CYKIIECH]& Ha JPXKaBHTe, '

Co nouwr,

Huxoxa N HYEBCKHA



GOVERNMENT OF
.. - THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

Frime Ministor

Courresy iranslation

Skopje, 01 September 20106

Your Excellency,

Extending to you the assurances of my highest consideration, | wouid like to
thank you for your letter, whereby you express vour interest in the refugees from Kosovo
who are stil] in the territory of the Republic of Macedonia, especially in respect of their
local integration and access to economic and social rights.

Regarding the requirements for protection of the refugees, the exercise of their
soctoeconomic rights and their integration in the state, the Republic of Macedonia is
guided, above all, by the Law on Asylum and Temporary Protection, which fully
incorporates the obligations steraming from the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status
of Refugees ~ amended and supplemented with the 1967 Protocol — as well as by the EU
standards in the area of asylum (the EU Acquis'), thus reflecting the best practices in
Europe.

In respect of the access to social protection, the Law on Asylum and Temporary
Protection, with its amendments and supplements, equals the persons with recognized
refugee stalus and the persons under subsidiary protection with the nationais of the
Republic of Macedonia. Equality of this category of persons with Macedoenian nationals
also exists in respect of the access to primary health care services. The Law also provides
an opportunity for emplaoyment of this category of persons under the same conditions
stipulated by the relevant legislation conceming foreigners with permancnt stay and
foreigners with temporary stay in the Republic of Macedonia.

His Excelency
Mr. Thomas HAMMARBERG
Commissioner for human rights

STRASBOURG

' Council Reguiation 343/2003, the Directive on Reception 2003%/EC, the Directive on Asylam

Qualification 2004/83/EC and the Directive on Asylum Procedures 2005/85/EC.
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Aiming to enable consistent enjoyment of the rights guaranteed by the Law on
Asylumn and Temporary Protection and organized and comprehensive institutional
approach to refugee integration, the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy (MLSP) of the
Republic of Macedonia had designed the 2008 -2013 Strategy for Refugee and Foreigner
Integration, which was adopted by the Government in December 2008. Under the
Strategy, in November 2009 the Government adopted the Mational Action Plan for
Implementation of the Strategy, which defincs specific activitics and measures to be
taken in the following areas: sucial services and protection; employment; education-and
training; health care; housing and engagement in the community. In accordance with the
recommendations in the Strategy, the Integration Centre, which operates as a project unit
within the MLSP, was cstablished in 2009.

Since the start of its operation, the Integration Centre has began developing
individual plans for integration of refugee families under the Action Plan. The activities
for refugee integration were complemented by an awarencss campaign, during which
leaflets that address issues concerning the exercise of righls to social protection,
employment and integration info socicty in gencral were distributed.

Through the Integration Centre, and in cooperation with the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the Employment Agency of the Republic
of Macedonia, from November 2009 1o June 2010, {0 grants of up to MKD 200,000 were
awarded to small businesses and 9 vocational trainings covering 24 families were
organized. The activitics for small businesses also included registration of companies in
the Central Registry of the Republic of Macedonia.

The initial projections made at the Integration Centre envisaged a considerably
higher number of persons to be involved in these activitics. Nevertheless, in spite of the
numerous visits of families during which various possibilities for their involvement on
the labour market were presented, to date the refugees have not shown initiative thercofl

One of the activitics envisaged under the NAP is the assuming of obligations by
the state for inclusion of refugees in the existent social protection system, which offers a
possibility for obtaining social pecuniary assistance, permanent pecuniary assistance,
pecuniary assistance to a person who by the age of 18 had a status of a person without
parental care, and pecuniary compensation for assistance and care by another person. At
present, of the total number of refugees from Kosovo in the state (1010 persons/209
families under subsidiary protection, 24 persons/5 families with recognized refugee
status), 179 familics exercise the right to social pecuniary assistance and 106 families
exercise the right to compensation for housing space rent.

The Integration Centre mvests great efforts aimed at explaining the social
protection system in the state and their rights and obligations to the refugees so that they
can exercise the rights cstablished by the Law on Social Protection. To this end, about
1300 individual visits/consultations were conducied among the refugees during which
Integration Centre officers offered assistance to the refugees for the purpose of
facilitating their social integration.
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The Republic of Macedonin devotes special attention to the issue of granting
nationality as an indicator for successful integration of the refugees in their new country
of stay. For these reasons, the Law Amending the Law on Nationality of 2008 creates
privileged conditions for granting nationality to a recognized refugee by means of
naturalization®. The provisions of the Nationality Law that envisage the possibility for
granting nationality on the grounds of marriage with a Macedonian national and three-
year legal stay in the Republic of Macedonia is also useful for the integration of part of
the refugees, considering the fact that about thirty refugees from Kosovo live in domestic
partnerships with Macedonian nationals. Regretfully, these persons have still not decided
to enter into marriage and regulate their stay in accordance with the Law on Foreigners,
thus voluntarily refusing to integrate in the Republic of Macedonia on these grounds.

Concerning nationality, the Republic of Macedonia, as a country that has ratilied
the 1997 European Convention on Nationality, pays special attention to the consistent
application of the principle of prevention of statelessness. For that purpose, the Law on
Nationality envisages a possibility to stateless persons to obtain nationality by means of
naturalization, in a manner identical to the one for recognized refupees. Furthermore, it
offers the possibility that nationality may be granted to a child who has been found or
born on the territory of the Republic of Macedonia, whose parengs are unknown, are with
unknown nationality or are without nationality. On this occasion, it should be noted that
the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Macedonia has not registered any stateless
person among the present Kosovo refugees and that a large part of the Kosovo refugees
have in the past years travelled voluntarily to their country of permanent residence for
purposes of registering the birth of their children in Kosovo, thus regulating their
nationality status.

The endeavours of the Government and the MLSP for refugee integration do not
endd here. For the purpose of ensuring consistent exercise of the right to healih care
protection by the persons with recognized refugee status and the persons under subsidiary
protection, the procedure for amending the Law on Health Insurance, which will create
conditions for these persons to obtain the status of persons with health insurance, just like
Macedonian nationals, is in progress. Furthermore, in September 2010 the MLSP will
start a promotional campaign for local integration of refugees, which is planned to
include individual visits to all refugee families in order to inform them aboul the
opporiunitics for their integration. This campaign will aiso mark the start of the formal
process of integration, which will be supported by a formaily signed application by the
refugee on his intentions for local integration, which will be delivered to the Integration
Centre, following which individual plans will be developed for each family for the
purpose of their grealer integration.

An indicator of the comniitment of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia
to the human rights of the refugees and their right 1o dignified return lo their country of
permancni residence is the fact that in the Republic of Macedonia there are still 470
persons from Kosove whose asylum requests have been rejected by an effective court

? The differences with the conditions for other foreigners are in the length of continuous legal atay in the
Republic of Macedonia, which is at least six years (for foreigners, this pedod is at least eight years), no
evidence is requested that the persen has not been convicled in the country of permangnt residence and
there is Bo requirement that the person should waive the nationality of histher country of permanent
residence,



order. Unlike some other member states of the Council of Europe and the European
Uinion, the Republic of Macedonia has suspended the return of these persons o Koesovo,
taking into account the complex political situation in that country.

To conclude, 1 would tike to undertine that the issue of permanently resolving the
status of the persons who have requested protection in the Republic of Macedonia,
including Roma refugees from Kosovo, is not a matter of choice of the Government and
does not depend on its good will — which is evident - but above all on the fact whether
these persons fulfit the conditions for their integration and obtaining nationality sct by the
relevant national legislation, which is aligned with the directives and best practices of the
European Union, and, most imporiantly, on the desire of the refugees to integrate in
socicty. The Government remains open for suggestions from and cooperation with the
Office of the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, including cooperation
in the area of enforcing the rights of the refugees and advancing their local integration,
and will consider all circumstances concerning the accession of the Republic of
Macedonia to the 2006 Councit of Europe Convention on the Avoidance of Statelessuess
in Relation to State Succession.

Respectfully,

Nikela GRUEVSKI



