Ress Release

* *

Communication Unit of the Congress COUNGL _ CONSELL

of Local and Regional Authorities
Ref:832a08

OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Tel: : +33 3 90 21 49 36
Fax : +33 3 88 41 27 51
congress.com@coe.int
www.coe.int/congress

47 members

Albania
Andorra
Armenia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Belgium
Bosnia and
Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus

Czech Republic

Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Italy

Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Moldova
Monaco
Montenegro
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia

San Marino
Serbia
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
“the former
Yugoslav
Republic of

Yavuz Mildon: « Combating violence against women begins
with action at local and regional level »

Strasbourg, 25.11.2008 -“It is at the level closest to the victims that we must
break the silence and take concrete measures to combat violence against
women,” Yavuz Mildon, President of the Congress of Local and regional
Authorities of the Council of Europe, stated on the occasion of International Day
for the Elimination of Violence against Women, 25 November. “The power of local
and regional elected representatives is based on their close relationship with the
citizens, which is a major asset where it comes to acting rapidly and effectively at
grassroots level to raise awareness among inhabitants or take appropriate
protection or prevention measures,” he said.

However, action at national, local and regional level must also be based on a
European legal instrument. “The Congress expresses its full support for the
Council of Europe’s initiative to elaborate an international convention which would
be a truly binding legal instrument in combating all forms of violence against
women,” added President Mildon.

As part of its contribution to the Council of Europe’s campaign “Stop domestic
violence against women”, the Congress has just published, jointly with the
Parliamentary Assembly, a book of photographs offering testimonies of victims,
local actors, parliamentarians and local and regional elected representatives. The
book, entitled “Break the silence on domestic violence”, is available from the
Council of Europe Publishing — http://books.coe.int
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