Ress Release

Council of Europe Press Division
Ref: 722b08
Tel: +33 (0)3 88 41 25 60

*
*
* 4 x

COUNCIL  CONSEIL

OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Fax:+33 (0)3 88 41 39 11

pressunit@coe.int

internet: www.coe.int/press

47 members

Albania
Andorra
Armenia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Belgium
Bosnia and
Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland

Italy

Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Moldova
Monaco
Montenegro
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia

San Marino
Serbia
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland

“the former Yugoslav

Republic of
Macedonia”
Turkey

Ukraine

United Kingdom

Council of Europe Secretary General Terry Davis on the
withdrawal of the 42-day detention in the UK

Strasbourg, 14.10.2008 - The decision by the United Kingdom Government to
drop the 42-day detention proposal is obviously sensible. It will allow the
authorities to fight terrorism without undermining the freedoms protected by the
European Convention on Human Rights.

Any successful anti-terrorist policy must include mechanisms for close
international cooperation. Against this background, | should like to remind the
UK Government that they have not yet ratified two Council of Europe
Conventions which deal with the incitement for terrorism and the funding of
terrorism. These are two vital areas of the campaign to stop terrorists before
they are in position to do any actual harm. We have been waiting for more than
three years for the UK to ratify these Conventions, and | urge the Government to
ratify them without any further delay.
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