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Local elections in Bosnia and Herzegovina: Good democratic 
effort but low voter turnout 
 
Sarajevo, 06.10.2008 – Municipal elections in Bosnia and Herzegovina on 5 October 
2008 were generally in line with democratic standards but marred by low voter turnout 
especially in major cities throughout the country and by ethnic division. 
 
The elections were technically well organised and the training provided by the Central 
Electoral Commission in cooperation with the Council of Europe proved useful for all 
members of the local polling stations. 
 
This was a preliminary conclusion of the delegation of the Council of Europe Congress of 
Local and Regional Authorities, which also included four members of the EU Committee 
of the Regions. On 5 October, the delegation observed the voting and ballot counting in 
approximately 120 polling stations in Sarajevo, Banja Luka, Mostar, Srebrenica, Brcko, 
Zvornik, Pale and Bratunac. 
 
The observers acknowledged the improvements made since the previous elections, 
including amendments to the Electoral Law providing for minority representation and 
special voter registration rules for former residents of Srebrenica. They also welcomed 
the fact that these elections were fully funded by national authorities. 
 
However, the elections and especially the preceding campaign were stained by 
allegations of bribery, rhetoric fuelling ethnic division and by voter apathy, resulting in low 
voter turnout on election day. This could be due to the fact that political debate during the 
campaign did not address the issues of concern to the citizens. 
 
During the Autumn Session of the Congress (2 December 2008), the Head of the 
delegation, Marie-Rose Koro (France, SOC) will present all the findings of the mission. 
 
The Congress encourages the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina to implement its 
recommendations for further improvement of local democracy in the country.       
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