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lInited Kinadom

PACE President deplores secret, unannounced
executions in Japan

Strasbourg, 10.04.2008 — “I deplore the decision of the Japanese authorities to
carry out the four executions that have taken place today, in secret, and without
prior warning,” said Lluis Maria de Puig, President of the Council of Europe’s
Parliamentary Assembly (PACE).

“The death penalty is not a civilised act of justice, but the way it is carried out in
Japan is particularly chilling,” the President said, pointing out that the people
who were executed had no prior warning and that the executions were only
announced after they had taken place.

“It is disturbing that there has been an increase in the number of executions in
Japan because, according to reports, the current Justice Minister — unlike the
previous one — is in favour of the death penalty, and is therefore willing to put it
into effect. This is both arbitrary and unjust.

“| reiterate the Assembly’s appeal to Japan — as a state holding observer status
with the Council of Europe — to place a moratorium on executions. The
Assembly has in the past worked with the Japanese Diet to help bring this
about, and is willing to do so again,” said the President.

The death penalty is not carried out in the 47 nations of the Council of Europe.
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