Ress Release

* *

Communication Unit of the Congress COUNGL _ CONSELL

of Local and Regional Authorities
Ref:245a08

OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Tel: : +33 3 90 21 49 36
Fax : +33 3 88 41 27 51
congress.com@coe.int
www.coe.int/congress

47 members

Albania
Andorra
Armenia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Belgium
Bosnia and
Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland

Italy

Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Moldova
Monaco
Montenegro
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia

San Marino
Serbia
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland

“the former Yugoslav

Republic of
Macedonia”
Turkey

Ukraine

United Kinadom

Ukraine keeps its efforts to develop a concept of state
regional policy in accordance with the European Charter of
Local Self-Government

Yalta, 04.04.2008 — “The new state regional policy in Ukraine, combined with the
decentralisation of government authority and the enhancement of the
organisational, legal and financial powers of regional and local authorities, should
become a genuine instrument for the rapid development of the country and for
ensuring its unity, and for guaranteeing a high standard of living and securing
people's rights and freedoms”, in accordance with the recommendations of the
Council of Europe. These are the main conclusions drawn by participants in a
conference on the reform of regional policy in Ukraine, which was held in Yalta,
Ukraine, on 3 April 2008.

The Ukranian minister for regional development and honorary member of the
Council of Europe’s Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, Vasyl Kubida,
the President of the Supreme Council of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea,
Ukraine, and Congress member, Anatoliy Grytsenko, as well as the President of
the Congress Chamber of Regions, Yavuz Mildon and the President of the
Congress Working Group Regions with Legislative Power, Jean-Claude van
Cauwenberghe, took part in the conference.

Participants stressed the importance of developing self-government at sub-
national level, with effective rights and power, in conformity with the European
Charter of Local Self-Government, which will celebrate the 20th anniversary of its
entry into force on 1 September this year. They expressed their support for the
draft European Charter of Regional Democracy, which is due to be adopted at the
next Congress Plenary Session (Strasbourg, 27-29 May 2008).

The organisation of an international conference on the theme of transfrontier co-
operation and the development of the Dnieper Euroregion, which will be held in
Chernigiv on 30 June and 1 July 2008, was announced at the event. The
Ukranian authorities also asked the Council of Europe to consider the possibility
of organising a European conference in Ukraine in 2009 for representatives of
national associations of local and regional authorities in the framework of the
"European Local Democracy Week".
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