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Congress to examine a social approach to fighting racism 
at local and regional level 
 
Strasbourg, 31.10.2007 - How can cities and regions tackle racism? Are 
municipal diversity policies the way forward? These are some of the questions 
which will be discussed at a hearing organised by the Committee on Social 
Cohesion of the Council of Europe’s Congress of Local and Regional Authorities 
in Umea, Sweden, on 7 November 2007. 
 
Participants will hear about the Swedish model of integrating and training 
immigrants, how immigrants can be helped to start up their own businesses and 
how to raise awareness of this approach. The conclusions of the hearing, which 
will be open to the press, will be included in a report to be discussed at the 15th 
plenary session of the Congress in 2008. 
 
The hearing will follow a meeting of the Committee on Social Cohesion, on 6 
November, which will examine the mutual benefits to be gained by establishing 
closer ties between local and regional authorities and NGOs. 
 
Members will also discuss how to promote the inclusion of, and address 
discrimination against, vulnerable groups such as street children, minorities and 
Roma. They will also  discuss specific measures such as the reduction of the so-
called “digital divide”, the housing of migrants and the promotion of socially-
responsible consumption and finance systems. 
 
Venue of the meeting: 
Umeå Folkets Hus 
Box 466 – Vasaplan 
901 09 UMEÅ 
 
Further information is available at www.coe.int/congress 
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