
      Press Release  

Council of Europe Press Division 
Ref: 635a07 
Tel: +33 (0)3 88 41 25 60  
Fax:+33 (0)3 88 41 39 11 
pressunit@coe.int 
internet: www.coe.int/press 

 

To receive our press releases by e-mail, contact : Council.of.Europe.Press@coe.int 
 

A political organisation set up in 1949, the Council of Europe works to promote democracy and human rights 
continent-wide. It also develops common responses to social, cultural and legal challenges in its 47 member states. 

47 members 
 
Albania 
Andorra 
Armenia 
Austria 
Azerbaijan 
Belgium 
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 
Bulgaria 
Croatia 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Estonia 
Finland 
France 
Georgia 
Germany 
Greece 
Hungary 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Italy 
Latvia 
Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Malta 
Moldova 
Monaco 
Montenegro 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 
Portugal 
Romania 
Russia 
San Marino 
Serbia  
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
“The former Yugoslav  
 Republic of 
 Macedonia” 
Turkey 
Ukraine 
United Kingdom 
 
 
 
 
 

New Council of Europe book reviews lawfulness of 
detention at Guantánamo Bay 
 
Strasbourg, 01.10.2007 - What rights do the people detained by the United 
States at the Guantánamo Bay base have? How lawful is their detention?  
Should consideration be given to amplifying the Geneva conventions and 
changing international law? 
 
The new Council of Europe publication Guantánamo: violation of human rights 
and international law? presents the findings of two Council of Europe bodies: the 
inquiry of the Parliamentary Assembly and the legal opinion of the Venice 
Commission.   
 
Published in English and French and using accounts by former detainees, the 
book condemns the fate meted out to prisoners in Afghanistan and Guantánamo 
Bay and the treatment inflicted on them. It also provides food for thought about 
the changes that need to be made to international law in this field. 
 
The book is the first in the new Council of Europe collection "Point of view – 
Point of law", which is designed to bring together, in a single volume on a topical 
issue, the positions of the Parliamentary Assembly and the Venice Commission. 
 
The next volume to be published will concern secret detentions and illegal 
transfers of prisoners in Europe. 
 
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe is the driving force for 
European co-operation, representing as it does the 47 national parliaments of 
the Organisation's member states. 
 
The European Commission for Democracy through Law (known as the Venice 
Commission) is a body providing advice on constitutional matters. 
 
 
* Point of view – Point of Law: Guantánamo (to be published on 1 October) 
ISBN 978-92-871-6294-6, 120 pages, 13 € 
* Point de vue – Point de droit: Guantánamo  
ISBN 978-92-871-6293-9, 120 pages, 13€  
 
 
The book is available free of charge for journalists from publishing@coe.int.  
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