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European expert conference plans better education for
Roma children

Strasbourg, 04.09.2007 - European education experts are to meet under the
aegis of the Council of Europe (Division for the European dimension of
Education) and UNESCO to devise policies to help ensure that Roma children
receive high quality education in their early years. (UNESCO Fontenoy building,
Paris; 10 and 11 September 2007)

The conference focuses on ways to give Roma children access to early
education that suites their needs and lifestyle. It will look at innovative methods
such as specialised teaching kits, developing a curriculum to reflect Roma
children’s needs, and the role of the family and the community as developed in
the framework of the Council of Europe’s project on the Education of Roma
children. More information on this project can be found at
www.coe.int/education/roma.The conference is also supported by the Roma
Education Fund.

An exhibition on the history of the Roma life will accompany the conference,
showing the everyday lifestyle and rituals of the European Roma throughout the
last century.

Around 10 million Roma people are estimated to live in the Council of Europe’s
geographical area. They are often subject to discrimination and injustice, and
suffer social exclusion as a result. The Council of Europe, with the financial
contribution of the European Commission, has launched a campaign
in South East Europe entitled “Dosta!” ("enough" in the Romani language) to
turn around prejudices and ensure that the Roma gain respect for their
contribution. For more information visit: www.dosta.org

Roma children are also a focus of the campaign “Building a Europe for and with
children” www.coe.int/children
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