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Commissioner Hammarberg visits Azerbaijan 
 
Strasbourg, 31.08.2007 – Thomas Hammarberg, the Council of Europe’s 
Commissioner for Human Rights, will begin on Monday 3 September a 5-day 
high-level visit to Azerbaijan to comprehensively assess the human rights 
situation. He will meet the country’s political leaders, several ministers and 
parliamentarians, the ombudsman as well as leading human rights experts from 
civil society.   
 
The aim of the visit is to take stock of the Azerbaijani authorities’ compliance 
with their obligations towards the Council of Europe, on a broad range of human 
rights related issues, including the independence and functioning of the judiciary, 
conditions of detentions, prohibition of torture and ill-treatment, freedom of 
expression and treatment of internally displaced people (IDPs) as a result of the 
Nagorno Karabakh conflict. The agenda will also focus on children’s rights, 
violence against women, disability issues, and discrimination.  
 
In addition to Baku, Commissioner Hammarberg will also travel to Ganja and 
Sumgait. Throughout the visit, he will assess human rights conditions in various 
police stations, detention centres, shelters for IDPs as well as psychiatric 
institutions.  
 
On the afternoon of Friday 7 September, the Commissioner will hold a press 
conference at the Council of Europe’s Information office in Baku (39-41, Boyuk 
Gala Street, Icheri Sheher, Tel. +994 12 497 54 93 or +994 12 497 54 89), 
where he will discuss the first findings. 
 
His final report on Azerbaijan is expected to be presented towards the end of the 
year. 
 
Further information regarding the Commissioner’s activities can be found at 
www.coe.int/t/commissioner  
 
Contact: 
Ilgar Ibrahimli, Council of Europe, Information Office in Baku 
Tel. +994 124 973 156 
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