Ress Release

Parliamentary Assembly Communication Unit

Ref: 526b07

Tel: +33 3 88 41 31 93

*
*
* 4 x

COUNCIL  CONSEIL

OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Fax :+33 3 90 21 41 34

pace.com@coe.int

internet: www.coe.int/press

47 members

Albania
Andorra
Armenia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Belgium
Bosnia and
Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland

Italy

Latvia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Moldova
Monaco
Montenegro
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia

San Marino
Serbia
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland

“The former Yugoslav

Republic of
Macedonia”
Turkey

Ukraine

United Kingdom

Bulgarian nurses and doctor: the light at the end of the
tunnel

Strasbourg, 24.07.2007 - “The Bulgarian medics can now see the light at the
end of the tunnel” said René van der Linden, President of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE), following the transfer of the
Bulgarian medics to their home country. He praised diplomatic efforts taken by
his European colleagues.

“While being relieved by this transfer and the fact that the medics' trauma is
now over, | am still deeply concerned by the situation in Libya which led to a
humanitarian tragedy and the deprival of the liberty of the innocent medics for
8 years. The Libyan authorities must now tackle as a matter of urgency the
problem of their derelict health system” he said.

Infirmiéres et médecin bulgares : le bout du tunnel

Strasbourg, 24.07.2007 — « Le personnel médical bulgare voit enfin le bout du
tunnel », a déclaré René van der Linden, Président de [I'Assemblée
parlementaire du Conseil de I'Europe (APCE), a la suite du rapatriement des
infirmiéres et du médecin en Bulgarie. Il a rendu hommage aux initiatives
diplomatiques de ses collégues européens.

« Je suis bien entendu soulagé que les infirmiéres et le médecin soient
rapatriés et que leur calvaire prenne fin, mais je reste trés préoccupé par la
situation en Libye, qui a conduit a une tragédie humanitaire et a la détention
d'innocents pendant huit ans. Les autorités libyennes doivent maintenant
remédier de toute urgence a la situation déplorable de leur systéeme de santé »,
a affirmé M. van der Linden.
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