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Inauguration of the 29" Council of Europe Art Exhibition in
Berlin and Magdeburg

Strasbourg, 18.08.2006 — The 29" Council of Europe Art Exhibition, to be inaugurated
on 26 and 27 August next, in Magdeburg and Berlin respectively, will be devoted to the
Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation (962-1806), covering the whole period from
the coronation of the first Emperor Otto the Great to the abdication of the last Emperor
Franz Il.

From 28 August to 10 December 2006 visitors will be invited on a journey through
almost 1000 years of history. The first part of the exhibition, “From Otto the Great to the
end of the Middle Ages”, will display the older works of art at the Cultural History
Museum in Magdeburg, while the second part, “Old Empire and New States”, will trace
the later history of the Holy Empire, from 1495 to 1806, at the German Historical
Museum in Berlin.

The Council of Europe series of art exhibitions began in 1954 with the aim of increasing
knowledge and appreciation of European Art as one of the highest expressions of
Europe's culture and common values. Over almost half a century the series has
succeeded in illustrating most of the major periods of European art: Byzantine,
Romanesque, Gothic, Humanist, Classical, Baroque, Rococo, Neo-Classical, Romantic,
Modern and Contemporary. Some exhibitions have focused more particularly on people
who left an indelible mark on their time, eg Charlemagne, Queen Christina of Sweden,
the Knights of Malta, the Medicis and King Christian IV of Denmark.

The press is invited to a preview of both parts of the exhibition and to the press
conferences which will be held at the Magdeburg Cultural History Museum (Kaiser-Otto
Room) on Thursday 24 August at 10.30 am and the German Historical Museum in
Berlin on Friday 25 August at 09.30 am (PEI-Building, Auditorium).

A four-volume catalogue, with two volumes on the Middle Ages and two on modern
times, will be published for the exhibition (available in German only).

For more information, see:

www.coe.int/ArtExhibitions
www.dhm.de/ausstellungen/heiliges-roemisches-reich (Berlin)
www.dasheiligereich.de/neu/english/11_allgemeines.html (Magdeburg)

Press contacts:

Dr. Rudolph Trabold, Historical Museum in Berlin,

Tel +49 (0) 302 030 44 10, E-mail: trabold@dhm.de

Dr. Alexander Schubert, Museum of Cultural History in Magdeburg,
el +49 (0) 391 535 48 15, E-mail: schubert@dasheiligereich.de
Estelle Steiner, Council of Europe Press Division,

Mobile +33 (0)6 87 31 49 10, E-mail: estelle.steiner@coe.int

Iréne Weidmann, Council of Europe Directorate of Culture,

Tel. +33 (0)3 88 41 26 28, E-mail: irene.weidmann@coe.int
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A political organisation set up in 1949, the Council of Europe works to promote democracy and human rights
continent-wide. It also develops common responses to social, cultural and legal challenges in its 46 member states.
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