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The Parliamentary Assembly brings together 315 members from the national parliaments of the 46 member states. 

President: René van der Linden (Netherlands, EPP/CD); Secretary General of the Assembly: Mateo Sorinas. 
Political Groups: SOC (Socialist Group); EPP/CD (Group of the European People's Party); ALDE (Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe);  

EDG (European Democratic Group); UEL (Group of the Unified European Left). 
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PACE calls for oversight of foreign intelligence agencies 
operating in Europe  
 
Strasbourg, 27.06.2006 – The Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly (PACE) 
today called for clear regulations to govern the activities of foreign intelligence services 
operating in Europe, and demanded “human rights clauses” in military base agreements 
with the US. 
 
Strongly backing the report by Dick Marty (Switzerland, ALDE) on alleged secret 
detentions and unlawful inter-state transfers of detainees, the Assembly – which brings 
together 315 parliamentarians from the Council of Europe’s 46 member states – said its 
central objective was to prevent future human rights violations of the sort established by 
Mr Marty’s report, which “played into the hand of terrorists”. 
 
It also decided to continue following up the issues raised by the report. 
 
In a resolution and recommendation approved by a large majority, the Assembly also 
called for: 
  the dismantling by the US of its system of secret detentions and unlawful inter-

state transfers 
  a review of bilateral agreements between Council of Europe member states and 

the US, particularly on the status of US forces stationed in Europe and on the use 
of military and other instrastructures, to ensure they conform to international 
human rights norms  

  official apologies and compensation for victims of illegal detentions against whom 
no formal accusations, nor any court proceedings, have ever been brought 

  an international initiative, expressly involving the United States, to develop a 
common, truly global strategy to address the terrorist threat which conforms to 
democracy, human rights and the rule of law 

 
In a report made public on 7 July, following a seven-month inquiry, Mr Marty said he 
had uncovered a “spider’s web” of disappearances, secret detentions and unlawful 
inter-state transfers carried out by the US, and named 14 Council of Europe countries 
which he said had colluded in these acts. 
 
Franco Frattini, European Commission Vice-President responsible for Justice, Freedom 
and Security, Terry Davis, Council of Europe Secretary General and Cem Özdemir, the 
Vice-Chair of the European Parliament’s Temporary Committee investigating this 
question, also addressed the Assembly as part of the debate. According to the 
rapporteur, this illustrated the excellent cooperation between the Council of Europe, the 
European Commission and the European Parliament. 
 
Statement by Dick Marty (video) 
Statement by Franco Frattini 
Statement by Terry Davis 
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